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[N 5555/4/97] No. 1. 

Mr. Maconachie to Government of India (Foreign Department).—(Repeated to 
Foreign Office; Received July 1.) 

(No. 128.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul , June 30, 1924. 

MY telegram No. 198 of the 21st June. 

Afghan Foreign Office states that the meetings of the Great Assembly will be 
held at Paghman between the 13th and 23rd July. 

(Repeated to North-West Frontier.) 

*£» _ 

[N 5592/4/97] No. 2. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 4.) 

Sir, India Office , Jidy 3, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you. for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Viceroy on the subject of Khost rebellion. 

I am, &c. 

F. W. DUKE. 


Enclosure in No. 2. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State for India. . 

(No. 1114 S.) 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, July 2, 1924. 

KURRAM reports Afghans, faced by rebel recalcitrants, have at last been forced 
to seek decision by force of arms. Moving of reinforcements to Matun from Ali 
Khel was opposed by Mangals on the 29th June, near Baghiar, where Mangals were 
badly mauled and retreated to await Zadran reinforcements. 


[N 5850/5850/97] No. 3. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received Jidy 14.) 

(No. 79.) 

Sir, Rabid , June 17, 1924. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith for your information translations of 
extracts from an article published in the “ Aman-i-Afghan ” under the title of 
“ Afghanistan and her Northern and Southern Neighbours.” 

2. This article appears to me of some interest both as a summary of present 
Afghan policy and as illustrating the Afghan’s capacity, not only for misrepresenting 
facts and statements, but also, in its omission of all reference to the war of 1919, for 
ignoring anything which tells against his main argument. The. attitude of 
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magnanimous sorrow, rather than of anger, towards British aggression m he 
recent and remote past, coupled with a readiness to consider offers of inducements to 
forgive and forget, is also highly typical. . 

3. The account given of Ajab’s unwillingness to accept deportation to lurkestan 
and of the means employed to secure his surrender confirms the statement of Mahomet 
Wali Khan (reported in Kabul telegram No. 40, dated the 6th February, 1924), and 
the common belief that the Governor promised the gang grants of land in the 
Jalalabad district. But the candour which describes these tactics as characteristic 

of the race is a little startling. „ 

4. The significance of the allusions to a renewal of the Anglo-Atghan 1 reaty 
is evident, and in this connection a reference is invited to paragraph 3 of the military 
attache’s diary transmitted under cover of my despatch No. 78 dated the 16th dime. 
1924. This topic is at the moment attracting some popular interest in Kabul. Such 
comments as I have heard, although not very intelligent, are probably, in my opinion, 
inspired by the belief, which may be correct, that official deliberations on the subject 
are proceeding. 

5. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
the Government of India. 

I have. &c. 

R. R. MACONACHIE. 


Enclosure in No. 3. 

Afghanistan and her Northern and Southern Neighbours. 

(Translated from the “ Aman-i-Afghan " of Kabul.) 

First Instalment .—(Published in the “Aman-i-Afghan” of the 18th 
March, 1924, vol. 5, No. 1.) 

Two centuries have passed now since the birth of imperialistic aspirations, when 
two amazing floods of world conquest burst from London and Petrograd into Asia 
and overran the northern and southern tracts of that great portion of the world. 
That part of the world is a memorial of the earliest ages, the cradle of the human 
race, the birthplace of prophets, the place where heavenly commands issued and the 
greatest among famous men appeared, the resting place of celebrated reformers, the 
home of historic nations and the fountain of civilisation and the arts. England and 
Russia conquered and subdued the kingdoms and nations, who were the real 
hereditary owners of these lands, by employing the destructive materials of war, 
the arts of flattery and deception, or the intrigues of diplomacy, and by committing 
many disgraceful acts which have darkened the pages of history. They imposed the 
iron yoke of subjection on their necks, the fetters of hardship on their hands and 
the chains of slavery upon their feet, and took from them their power, independence, 
glory, freedom, peace, honour and prosperity—in short, their whole existence and 
material and spiritual well-being. 

Close consideration will show that the motive underlying these actions and 
operations was the conquest of the rich lands of India, which had in those days, and 
still has, no equal in the wealth of its resources, and which everyone desires to 
possess. 

(Here follows a history of the British conquest of India.) 

The Russian Government possesses a very large country, which may be said to 
have no equal in extent and importance, both political and economical. But, as she 
has no direct exit to an ocean, she feels herself restricted and shut in, and wishes 
to acquire— 

1. A port on the Pacific Ocean and the Gulf of China, where the sea will not 

freeze at any time of the year. 

2. An outlet to the Central White Sea (Mediterranean) or the Persian Gulf and 

the Gulf of Oman. 

3. A way to India. 

Her policy is always directed to secure these three objects. 

<Here follows an account of the Russian advance in the East and in Central Asia.) 
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Thus, the distance between the Russian and British dominions remained about 
20 miles, and so Afghanistan acquired an extraordinary political position. This 
made Britain do her very utmost to win Afghanistan over to her side in order to make 
her a buffer between Britain and Russia. 

From the accounts given above it has become clear that the real object of Russia 
was an approach to India, and that of England the defence of India. Russia and 
England, and for some time even France, tried to establish relations with Persia, 
and each of them considered the friendship of Persia a useful and effective instrument 
for the achievement of her aims. For many years Persia continued to be a “ towel ” 
for the avaricious aims of these three different Powers, and sustained abnormal and 
extraordinary losses. The British, who are very far-seeing, adopted another means 
also to achieve their aims, for, as has been mentioned above, they saw that 
Afghanistan was a young and vigorous nation, and so they began to establish relations 
with her as well, and thus obtained a heavier scale in the Eastern balance than 
Russia. Russia was not able at first to recognise the importance of Afghanistan, and 
continued to pursue her former policy, bringing Persia under the influence of her 
diplomacy with the intention of preparing a way for approach to, and invasion of, 
India through that country. The privileges which Russia gained in Persia, the loans 
she made to that country and the changes which took place in Persia during the few 
years previous to the Great War expose this purpose of Russia. When Russia 
realised the importance of Afghanistan, she saw that her rival had won the field, and 
that she could not bring Afghanistan over to her side owing to the influence which 
British diplomacy had established in Afghanistan. Moreover, at that period 
Afghanistan had only recently come into contact with Europeans, and, having no 
experience of their political intrigues, bad established diplomatic relations with one 
party only and had paid no attention to the other. The above is a brief history 
showing how Russia and Britain became the neighbours of Afghanistan. 

The nearer Britain and Russia drew to one another in Asia and on the frontiers 
of India, the greater became their rivalry, until in the 20th century the great progress 
made by the Germans filled other European Powers with anxiety and apprehension. 
IiP-order that they might be free to pay attention to Germany, both England and 
Russia settled their differences in Asia to some extent and made the treaty of 1907 
(corresponding to 1286 Shamsi), whereby they divided Persia and Afghanistan each 
into two zones, northern and southern, and left a small strip of country as a buffer 
between the two zones, England acknowledging the rights of Russia in the northern, 
and Russia in return acknowledging the rights of England in the southern, zone. 
The central zone dividing the northern and southern zones in Persia and Afghanistan 
was left to serve as a barrier between the two Powers to avoid friction. 

Now let us see how these European neighbours of ours dealt with us in this 
single century and how we dealt with them. 

In 1218 (1839 a.d.) the British invaded Afghanistan, ostensibly to win the Crown 
and throne for Shah Shuja, and fought with the Afghans for about four years. 
After they had been routed and disheartened by the attacks of Wazir Muhammad 
Akbar Khan and the Afghans, they retreated and evacuated Afghanistan. Again, 
in 1256 (1877 a.d.), they advanced into Afghanistan from the eastern and southern 
sides with the intention of conquering the country, but on the pretext that 
Afghanistan was trying to establish a connection with Russia. After imposing an 
iniquitous treaty on Ameer Yakub Khan, they withdrew their forces from 
Afghanistan. A year later, making the murder of their agent, Cavagnari, their 
excuse, they invaded Afghanistan for the third time, but, finding themselves on the 
verge of ruin, they retired and left Afghanistan to His Majesty Ameer Abdur 
Rahman on the condition that His Majesty should not conclude a friendship with 
anyone but the English. By thus making Afghanistan dependent on themselves, 
they shut the door to progress upon her. Moreover, by their hostilities and 
aggression, they secured a large tract of land which naturally belonged to 
Afghanistan, while they extended their political and imperialist influence over a 
second tract. 

But, as Russia had no relations with Afghanistan, no events of importance 
occurred in that direction, except the Russian occupation of Panjdeh and the 
surrounding districts, and some trifling conflicts at Shaghnan and Roshan, which 
also arose out of the agreements made with Britain. 

But, during this period, notwithstanding the great troubles and difficulties she 
had encountered at the hands of the British and the loss of part of her dominions, 
and in spite of the fact that the doors of progress and advance were closed in her 
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Face, that she remained behind the caravan of civilisation and had sacrificed the 
flower of her youth in many battles and sustained extraordinary losses, yet 
Afghanistan never forsook the way of truth, never broke her word or promise and 
never disregarded the agreements she had made with the English, nor took a single 
step against them. Whenever the English advanced against her, she simply remained 
on the defensive and never pursued them, and during the first and third wars, m 
which the English were utterly defeated, she never even put them to trifling 
inconvenience, when she might, if she had followed the European custom, have laid 
heavy burdens on their shoulders. 

In the time of the late Ameer Abdur Rahman Khan, the Russian menace 
threatened India more than ever, and, as His Majesty had lived for a long time in 
Russia and was acquainted and Friendly with the Russians, lie might have created 
great trouble, and even caused the downfall of British Imperialism in India. More¬ 
over, during the Tirah and Mohmand expeditions and the war with Mullah 
Nazim-ud-dm Akhundzada, when the English had even evacuated Peshawar, he 
had a golden opportunity of recovering for Afghanistan her lost provinces and 
occupying the country up to the River Indus, the natural boundary of Afghanistan. 

In the reign of Plis Majesty the late Ameer, when the English were facing grave 
dangers during the Great War and a small army could have driven them out of India, 
Afghanistan might have taken her revenge and harassed the English, but she 
respected her promise and made no movement against them. 

Now, people with any sense of justice can judge how our neighbours, especially 
the English, treated us and how we treated them, and, in spite of all this, our inten¬ 
tions towards them are good, and it is our desire to establish friendly and neighbourly 
relations with them. 

Second Instalment .—(Published in “ Aman-i-Afghan ” of May 3. 1924, 

Volume 5, No. 2.) 

At the time of the rise of Afghanistan, Russia, who had been able to estimate 
correctly the importance of Afghanistan, seized her opportunity and forestalled 
the English in establishing neighbourly relations. Afghanistan reciprocated and 
entered into an agreement. The parties have profited from these friendly relations, 
and up to the present their relations have been stable and firm, without any mistrust 
on either side. If this situation continues, the chain of profits and advantages will 
remain strong. 

During the rise of Afghanistan the English remained aloof, but when they 
saw Russian influence increasing and Russian relations improving and perceived 
the pzubability of Afghanistan reversing her old policy and allying herself with 
Russia, they “ shook the chain of neighbourly relations ” and, after lengthy discus¬ 
sions, made a temporary treaty with Afghanistan. At that time, in view of the change 
of conditions in the world, the rise of Afghanistan and new demands everywhere, 
Afghanistan thought that the British hail profited by their experience and would 
never let any evil intentions towards Afghanistan creep into their minds; that, on 
the contrary, they would try day by day to conciliate the Afghan, wipe out his old 
grievances, and atone for the hardships inflicted on Afghanistan in the past. 
Afghanistan expected that the British would pave the way for renewal of the treaty, 
so that a permanent friendly treaty, involving real and material benefits for both 
Governments, could be arranged with foresight and concluded in harmony. Contrary 
to our expectations, however, the English began to annoy instead of conciliate us, 
to substitute unjust action for good intentions, and, without rhyme or reason, started 
a political controversy and threatened hostilities, so much so that it appeared from 
the English newspapers that another war was about to break out between Afghanistan 
and England. Nor was this all, but the English themselves took such action that 
war seemed to everybody inevitable. Just in the middle of this crisis, the English 
broke the treaty, detained our arms, and made preparations for war, thereby 
darkening the political horizon. Afghanistan, on the other hand, respected the 
rights of neighbourliness and humanity and observed the terms of the treaty, taking 
no steps to disturb the peace of British territory. She actually, in order to show 
friendship and generosity towards the English, summoned some frontier murderers, 
who had caused the English great anxiety, from beyond Afghan territory, attracting 
them by promises after the national custom, and deported them to a place remote 
from the British border, so that they should not molest the English again. 

When the Labour party came into power, realising that the harsh policy of the 
Lords and Conservative party had been tyrannical, aggressive and oppressive, and 


was not the right way to attain their goal, they adopted the policy of reconciliation 
and peace and began to show their good intentions. In consequence, the newspapers, 
which had indulged in "fireworks ” and promoted disturbance, changed their tune 
and began to " sing ” as follows :— 

" We have not made these preparations against Afghanistan, but wish to 
live at peace with her. The real object of the Government of India and the 
purpose of her troops is to help and assist Afghanistan in case she should be 
threatened or attacked by Russia. We have no intention of occupying even an 
inch of Afghan territory. No one in India has anv wish to fight Afghanistan, 
because the consequences would be disastrous to ourselves and Afghanistan and 
profitable to the Bolshevik cause. We are glad that His Majesty the Ameer 
is doing his utmost to ensure the progress of his kingdom, and are ready to 
help him to the best of our ability. As the Viceroy has said, every one of us 
wishes to enter Afghanistan by the door of friendship, and we are ready even 
to go a little farther for this purpose; we are ready to co-operate in the progress 
of Afghanistan, and Afghans should be grateful for the help of the British 
Empire, the greatest country in the world, and it is possible the Afghans will 
reap very considerable benefits from this friendship. 

‘‘ The question of Bolshevik intrigue demands consideration. The British 
Government emphasised, in the note wherein they recognised Russia, that Russia 
should abstain from intrigue against the English in the East; but we have lost 
all faith in them, and are confident that their propaganda is still active as it was 
when Lord Curzon sent his strong note to Moscow through his trade 
representative. 

“ In return for this assistance we do not want anything more from 
Afghanistan than their help and assistance in establishing peace and tranquillity 
on the frontier, and that they should abstain from interference in the affairs of 
our tribes. These demands can only be made in a world where such relations 
exist between two civilised nations as bring them to the point of friendship. 
This is the English policy, namely, to make Afghanistan understand that we are 
/ l!rue friends of their Government, and that it is to their interest to possess a 
powerful friend like the English, and, moreover, that they should realise that 
the Bolsheviks are the greatest danger which they ha\e to face, and if they 
profess friendship it has no reality.” 

On examination of these statements, mild and harsh alike, people conversant 
with politics can easily probe their meaning; but, if we follow their actual words, 
we should say that we are no more to be turned from our path by temptations and 
blandishments than we are to be frightened by threats and intimidation. In mutual 
dealings there must be reciprocity. If the English help us we shall help them; 
if they do not interfere with us no one will interfere with them. While the English 
possess political power and material resources, Afghanistan also enjoys considerable 
political power of another kind and has rich sources of wealth of different kinds, so 
that the English, if they are sincere and time friends, ma\ derive benefit from the 
rich sources of Afghanistan. Now that the English have released our arms and 
their Cabinet has adopted a milder attitude regarding frontier matters, it would 
appear that the English arc desirous of obtaining our friendship and do not wish 
to break oil our neighbourly and friendly relations. However this may be, it is hoped 
that friendly relations will be established between the Governments, and that as a 
result of discussions regarding the renewal of the treaty all those difficulties which 
give rise to misunderstandings and change of feeling on both sides, which result in 
disturbances on the frontier and which prompt the Afghans to risings, attacks, 
bloodshed and acts of vengeance will disappear, and that under the shadow of mutual 
co-operation, perfect peace and tranquillity will reign throughout these regions, 
where every point is a volcano of disturbance and revenge. 

Our object in writing so long an article on so small a subject and tracing the 
history of some centuries and the course of events from the beginning to the present 
time is to prove the good intentions of Afghanistan, who has always aimed at peace 
and tranquillity in her relations with all. Afghanistan has never taken the offensive 
against anyone, and has never prepared to disturb the peace of anyone except to 
defend herself against aggression. Afghanistan desires always to maintain cordial 
and friendly relations with all countries, and wishes to lead a life of happiness and 
sincerity. She especially considers it both a national characteristic and a sacred 
duty to respect the rights of neighbours. She particularly desires, wherever her 
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neighbours show good intentions towards her, to afford them every assistance and 
advantage in her power. Afghanistan has never intended to disturb the peace of 
her neighbour nor become the means for the aggression of one neighbour against the 
other. It has always been her one object to live in peace herself and let her neighbours 
live in peace and contentment. Afghanistan relies on herself, has her own philosophy 
and her own national aspirations, and possesses ideas, thoughts, plans, policy and a 
line of action to this end which she always follows Her thoughts are bent upon 
internal progress and national prosperity, and she entertains no idea of colonisation, 
and never has done, indeed, the time for such thoughts and ideas has passed. This 
is the age of love and friendship, and wise and able men and statesmen in every age 
have always secured happiness and prosperity under the shadow of love and 
friendship. This is also the attitude and policy of Afghanistan. No one in 
Afghanistan wants war without reason and for nothing. Anyone with any claim 
to common sense must hate war and should never have recourse to it save to protect 
his life and honour when endangered. We have a great regard for those who are 
well disposed towards us, and we do not hesitate to do all we can to ensure their 
peace and comfort. Afghanistan has enjoyed from earliest times, and enjoys more 
than ever to-day, a position and a degree of importance which wise men cannot 
disregard. They know that it increases every day. and it is attracting the attention 
of the whole world. Everyone therefore is inclined to make friends with Afghanistan. 
The friendship of Afghanistan is very necessary to the English, who are her 
neighbours, because great advantages will accrue from such true friendship. The 
question of Bolshevik intrigues against the English does not affect the friendship 
of Afghanistan with the English and the Russians. Afghanistan will never be, and 
has never been, the channel for the intrigues of one party against the other, because 
Afghanistan has an independent life of her own and will not make her existence 
“ a towel of the aims of others,” nor is she anybody’s “ coolie.” In our opinion, the 
friendship of Afghanistan with both sides is advantageous to both sides i.e.. England 
and Russia, because it cheeks their collisions and conflict In short, we are not 
involved in their politics, but have politics of our own. We are the friends of 
anyone who agrees with our policy, and extend to them the benefits which we enjoy 
ourselves. 

What the English want from us is co-operation in the establishment of peace 
and security on the frontiers. In this question lies the axis of friendship and 
hostility, the pivot of peace and war, between Afghan and English. We also desire 
that the friendship of the English for us bo such as to result in peace and tranquillity 
on the frontiers, and that the frontier people should never contemplate crimes, 
attacks and murders which disturb the peace of English and Afghan. Disturbances 
on the frontier do not cause anxiety to the English alone, but affect and even injure 
Afghanistan also—in fact, they affect her more than any action on the part of 
England, because Afghanistan cannot bring pressure to bear on the culprits because 
of the ties of blood, race and religion that exist between them. A short time ago 
political discussions arose between us and the English on this very subject. If the 
English would make an agreement with us to remedy this matter, we can sav with 
assurance that this source of disturbance, fighting and hostilities would be 
completely removed, and the parties would live in confidence and peace and entertain 
no evil intentions against each other, with the result that the friendship of the 
English with us and its attendant benefits would increase day by day. The truth is 
that there is no possibility of a solution of the frontier problem or of the establishment 
of peace and tranquillity on the frontier without the co-operation and agreement of 
Afghanistan, because the Afghans of the frontier have no faith in the words and 
promises of the English. Tn addition to this they entertain feelings of revenge, so 
that whatever attempts the English make they mnnot pacify the frontier Afghans. 

Afghanistan, on the other hand, possesses the same nationality and religion as 
they do. and they look upon Afghanistan as their home and upon the Afghans as 
their own brothers, so that they heed and respect their words. This is the reason 
that all difficulties on the frontier will be removed by agreement with Afghanistan 
on the frontier question 'File proof of this is in the ease of Ajab. The British 
did their utmost but could not arrest Ajab or put a stop to his activities, but we 
were able by reason of national and tribal ties to summon him from his domicile 
beyond Afghan territory and send him to a place farther removed from the vicinity 
of British territory. People in Kabul are aware that Ajab Khan would rather have 
been handed over to the British than be deported to Turkestan, but he submitted 
to the order of Hjs Exalted Majesty, the Ghazi. for he himself explained that lie 
would never have submitted save out of respec* for clanship and His Majesty’s will 


In short, the policy of Afghanistan is to be friendly with the English and to 
ensure that peace, tranquillity and prosperity may reign on the frontiers and in 
tribal territory, so that tribal unrest may not cause trouble and anxiety for Afghans 
and English. We are certain that such a friendship which will be a source of 
gratification to us, will result in substantial advantages. 


IN 6200/4/97] No. 4. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 26.) 

Sir, India Office , July 24, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India on the subject of the situation in Khost. 

I am, &c. 

F. W. DUKE 


Enclosure in No. 4. 

Government of India to His Majesty's Minister. Kabul. 

Simla , July 25, 1924. 

TOCHI reports pretender, alleging himself to be the grandson of Sher Ali, has 
appeared in Khost, that Lashkar is reassembling in consequence, and that Matun 
may be attacked in the next few days. Also that desertions are reported from Afghan 
regulars to rebels. Reply from United Provinces whether all Afghan refugees 
accounted for is awaited. 

(Repeated to Secretary of State for India.) 


[N -6207/747/97] No. 5. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received July 28.) 

(No. 84.) 

Sir, Kabul , July 3, 1924. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a summary of the course and tendency 
of events in Afghanistan during the three months ending with the 30th June, 1924. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and the 
Government of India. 

I have, Ac 

R. R. MACON ACUTE. 


Fmclosuie in No ;>. 

Summary of the Course and Tendency of Events in Afghanistan during the Three 
Months ending with J line 30, 1924. 


1. Afghan Internal Affairs. 

THE outbreak of the Ivhost rebellion was noticed in Kabul despatch No. 48, 
dated the 7th April, 1924 Its subsequent development and the sweeping changes 
made in official appointments, both at home and abroad, are probably not altogether 
unconnected as cause and effect. In combination, they may be said to have practically 
monopolised the attention of the Afghan Gia eminent and people and to have over¬ 
shadowed in importance all other events during the period under review. The strict 
censorship exercised over any new's w'hich might reach Kabul from the Southern 
Province has made it difficult to follow' the operations in detail and served to increase 
popular alarm in Kabul. 

From a comparison of local w r ith Indian reports, the course of events may be 
conjectured to have been roughly as follows :— 

By the middle of April the w'hole of the Southern Province was involved in 
the insurrection, and it then became vital for the Afghan Government, in order to 
localise the outbreak and especially to prevent it spreading southwards to Ghazni, 
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to ensure the loyalty of the Ghilzai tribes. For this purpose, Ghaus-ud-din, son of 
Jahan Dad, the famous Ghilzai chief, was summoned to Kabul, and, although a 
Government which executed his father must have had some qualms as to his loyalty, 
he was induced to detach the Ahmedzai Ghilzais by reminding them of the Mangals’ 
previous treachery towards them. 

In these discussions he was supported by two influential officials—Mahomet 
Ibrahim and Mahomet Usman Khan—who had been sent from Kabul- for this 
purpose. 

On the 22nd April, Afghan reinforcements were ambushed, with some loss, at 
the Altimur Pass, which forms the natural entrance to Khost from the direction of 
Kabul. By this time the garrisons of the Afghan outposts in Khost had either 
surrendered or been diiven into the central forts of Gardez and Matun, which were 
then loosely invested. 

The garrison of the Afghan post of Gurgurai took refuge at Lakka Tiga, on the 
British side of the line, and later were permitted to recross with their arms into 
Afghan territory. 

On the 23rd, Sardar Mahomet Vali Khan left Kabul to take over command in 
the field. 

On the 27th, near Gardez, the Kita Namuna, a regiment trained by Jamal 
Pasha’s mission, anticipated an attack by the rebels, and, getting in on their flank, 
defeated them with such disproportionate loss that the latter were driven to explain 
the reverse as due to treachery. By this success, Sardar Mahomet Vali, meeting with 
only nominal resistance, was enabled, on the 1st May, to force the Altimur Pass 
and to reopen communications between Kabul and Gardez 

These successes appear to have disheartened the rebels, who, on the approach of 
the Id (the 6th May), dispersed to their homes. 

On the 30th April, two sons of ex-Ameer Yakub Khan, Sardars Abdur Rahman 
Khan and Abdullah Khan, were arrested in Parachinar. They were dressed as 
Ghilzai traders and were attempting to cross into Afghanistan, evidently in order 
to put themselves at the head of the insurrection. 

About this time, a deputation of Mangal Maliks waited on the political agent, 
Kurram, and asked for assistance or asylum from the Government of India. Their 
requests were refused. 

Mahomet Ibrahim and Mahomet Usman had by now been recalled to Kabul, 
where they were regarded as having been superseded by Sardar Mahomet Vali. 

It was prematurely announced in India that the end of the insurrection was in 
sight, whereas, in reality, the Id dispersal marked the close of only its first phase. 
The second opened some ton days later with a concentration against Matun. On 
the 22nd May the fort was attacked and indecisive fighting continued for the next 
few days. On the 29th the siege was raised, the withdrawal of the rebels being 
ascribed to bribery from Kabul. This may have been the case, but there is 
at least a possibility that their change of plan was dictated by a realisation that the 
true objective was Mahomet Vali’s army, upon the decisive defeat of which the fall 
of Matun would sooner or later follow automatically. 

Meanwhile, hostilities had broken out at Mirzakka, to the north-east of Gardez, 
and an advance by the Government forces, intended apparently to reopen communi¬ 
cations with Ali lvhcl, was repulsed with some loss on the 22nd May. 

The period of military inactivity which followed was spent in negotiations 
between Mullah Abdullah, the principal rebel leader, on the one side, and Sardar 
Mahomet Vali and the official mullahs, on the other. A report that the Ameer had 
offered to suspend the operation of certain obnoxious articles of the Fundamental 
Code gave ground for hope that a settlement was in prospect. 

About the 20th June, negotiations broke down, and hostilities are believed to 
have been resumed about the 24th. At the moment of writing, the result has not been 
definitely ascertained, but, as usual, the city is full of alarmist rumours. 

These the attitude of the Afghan Government has done nothing to allay. The 
only official casualty list so far issued was dated the 12th June and gave Government 
and rebel casualties as 94 and 564 respectively. Such figures were too obviously 
fictitious to carry anv conviction. 

The articles in the local pi ess on the subject of the rising have also defeated 
their own end by their inconsistency and the transparency of their propaganda. 
The first article ascribed the early successes of the rebels to the unwillingness of a 
paternal Government to use force against them and ended with a justification of the 
decision to proceed to any extremes in order to stamp out the insurrection. As no 


progress in this direction had been made when the next article came to be written, 
the author was obliged to revert to the doctrine that the Government were not putting 
out their full strength, but had decided to adopt diplomatic rather than military 
measures. 

The official decoration with flowers of a non-combatant regiment, believed to 
have been sent back from Khost owing to misconduct, failed to restore public 
confidence and seems only to have excited ridicule. 

So far as it is possible to appreciate the situation in the field, the Ameer's best 
hope of success seems to lie in declining an engagement until dissension, cajolery 
and bribery have had time to destroy the coherence of the rebel force. 

In the Afghan army of perhaps 10,000 men, only the old long-service troops 
appear to possess any fighting value, while the loyalty of even these is not above 
suspicion They are understood to comprise a detachment of the Shahi cavalry in 
Matun, too weak to do anything more than maintain itself; two battalions (much 
under strength) of the old Ardalian brigade at Gardez; with two or three companies 
of the Kita Namuna and some artilleiy. A proclamation issued about the middle of 
June called up the remainder of the Kita Namuna (both cavalry and infantry), the 
Ardal Brigade (a unit distinct from the Ardalian), and the Ark Artilleiy. As soon 
as the men come in they are hurried to the front in small drafts without any previous 
training. The remainder of the Government troops consist, so far as is known, of 
the rawest conscripts, lacking both m moral and in knowledge of their weapons. 

On the other side, the Mangals and Zadrans, who form the nucleus of the rebel 
army, though not generally regarded as formidable fighters in comparison with 
neighbouring tribes, are, man for man, probably a match for any but the best of the 
Government forces, and appear to be animated by a determination unusual in such 
tribal concentrations. The Ghilzais, who are now rumoured to be joining them, arc, 
much more formidable. 

Any attempt to estimate the likelihood of the rebels’ strength melting away as a 
result of external intrigues or internal jealousies involves a consideration of the 
causes of the revolt. It is tempting to discover these in the machinations of a single 
brain, either Russian or Afghan, working for the introduction of anarchy as a 
preliminary to revolution, or for the removal of the Ameer in order to place a rival 
on the throne. A dispassionate review of the known facts will, however, in my 
opinion. show such a theory to be untenable. 

That the Afghan Government was, at first at any rate, able to secure the 
co-operation of Ghaus-ud-din and, through him, the adherence of the Ghilzais; that 
Kandahar, in spite of the unpopularity of eonsciiption and the weakness of its 
garrison, has experienced no outbreak; that Ningrahar, though restive under recent 
military occupation and indignant at the Ameer’s treatment of Ardali, is still under 
control: that a key position like the Altimur Pass was not seriously defended against 
Sardar Mahomet Vali, while time was wasted and strength dissipated in futile 
attacks on Matun itself; all these are facts which betray a lack of generalship and 
of any central organisation. 

Idle presence of Sardar Nadir Khan in Kabul when the rebellion broke out 
should be sufficient to clear him of the suspicion of being its author, however much 
he may have sympathised with its aims. The truth seems to be that, in estimating 
the significance of events in Afghanistan, it is fatally easy—perhaps more so than 
in the case of highly organised and efficient communities—to ascribe too much to 
design and too little to accident, and to discover in a Micawber, if not a Napoleon, at 
any rate, a Dr. Moriarty. 

The present outbreak seems then to have been the purely local product of the 
convergence of two kinds of grievances, mainly affecting two sections of the nation, 
the mullahs and the tribesmen. The mullahs saw in the Ameer’s zeal for the spread 
of education and liis readiness to employ foreigners the dawn of an era in which 
their own influence would cease to exist.' The tribes recognised in conscription the 
thin end of the wedge which would in time shatter their traditional independence. 
They were thus in a mood to listen readily to the mullahs’ denunciations, while the 
methods employed by the latter, though time-worn, were effective. 

The provisions of the Nizam Nama, or Fundamental Code, which had been 
drafted by Bedri Bey, were first misrepresented, and then denounced as the work 
of a nation which had deposed the Caliph and turned its back on Islam. With the 
new code in one hand and the Koran in the other, the mullahs called on the tribes to 
choose between the Word of God and that of man, and adjured them to resist 
demands, the acceptance of which would reduce their sons to slavery in the Afghan 
[12974] ' 0 
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army and expose their daughters to the degrading influences of a western education. 
These denunciations were reinforced by charges of heresy against the Ameer. In 
Waziristan these are reported to have consisted of allegations that he had become a 
Kadiani. In Kabul itself they appear to have assumed a rather different form. 
Here the Ameer is said to have declared that the teachings of all Prophets—Mahomet, 
Jesus Christ, and others—held good only for their own day and were inapplicable to 
the present age of aeroplanes and machine guns, for which new rules, being 
obviously required, had been prescribed by himself in the Nizam Nama. 

A story from Kandahar illustrates, a little grimly, both the zeal of these 
missionaries and the ignorance of their disciples. A local rustic, being asked by a 
mullah what he thought of the Nizam Nama, replied that he had never even heard 
of it. Enraged at this discouraging answer, the mullah drew a pistol and, 
remarking : “ If you have not heard of the Ameer's Nizam Nama, you can at least 
listen to the sound of mine,” shot him dead. 

The insurrection, once begun, found many sympathetic elements throughout the 
country, which, if they did not actually assist at its birth, were ready enough, it 
may be suspected, to turn its existence to their own advantage. Thus, the Sultan 
Mahomet Khel family and the military class generally are disgusted at the reduction 
of the army and the supersession, publicly announced by the Ameer, of the sword 
by the pen. The indigent Sardars of Ameer's Slier Ali’s party, eking out a miserable 
existence in the slums of Kabul, form a “Jacobite” clique, by which the 
Parachinar adventure of Yakub Khan's sons was possibly inspired. Even the 
Afghan intelligentsia, who stand to gain most from the Ameer's attempt to civilise 
his country by a stroke of the aforesaid pen, see the bread being taken out of their 
mouths by an ever-increasing number of foreign employees, whose pay is compara¬ 
tively high, morality doubtful, and eiiicieney as yet unproved. Lastly, the Soviet 
Government would not perhaps view with unmixed regret the spread of such anarchy 
as might justify the despatch of Red troops to Afghanistan for the protection of 
their consulates in the north. Erom any or all of these elements the present rising 
may be receiving secret support, and the danger threatening the Ameer from inside 
Kabul may become as real as that from Khost. 

Throughout the country, except perhaps in the Eastern Province, lawlessness 
appears to be increasing. A recrudescence of trouble is reported in Zamindawar, 
and in Kandahar the popular resistance to conscription has been encouraged by 
lecent events in Khost, which have also served to prevent the Central Government 
from tackling the situation. Violent crime is rife in the neighbourhood of the city. 
The Kandahar-Kabul road is still apparently unsafe, and it is significant that, 
after preparations had been made for Sardar Abdul Aziz Khan, the ex-Minister 
of the Interior, to proceed to Kabul by the direct route, he finally decided to travel 
by India. In the Panjshir Valley and the lvohistan generally, brigands have been 
active, and Jabal-us-Siraj bazaar was completely looted by a gang of some 120 strong 
in May. A short time previously 70 prisoners had escaped from the Jabal-us-Sira] 
police station, after killing the guard and taking their rifles. At the end of June, 
caravans are credibly reported to have been attacked, apparently with success, 
in the Logar Kotal (under the noses of the Khost line of communication troops), and 
at Jagdalak. The latter raid was perhaps the w’ork of one of the gangs which had 
been reported for some time past to be lying up for the Government arms convoys, 
the first of which, comprising 35 motor lorries, reached Kabul safely on the 
26th June. Some agitation against the Fundamental Code is reported from 
Maimena, but no confirmation of this rumour has yet been received. 

fn April the Foreign Office announced a reshuffle of ministerial and diplomatic 
ippointments. Sardar Nadir Khan was to be relieved by Sardar Mahomet Vali and 
proceed to Paris as Minister. Sardar-i-Ala Mahmud Tarzi was to resume his old 
charge of the Foreign Ministry at Kabul, and Slmja-ud-daula was to replace 
\bdul Hadi in London. There were other changes of minor importance. On the 
departure of Sardar Mahomet Vali to Khost, Sardar Sher Ahmed Khan, recently 
Minister in Rome, was placed in charge of the Foreign Office. 

This announcement was the signal for the British and Indian press to rescue 
Afghan affairs from the welcome obscurity into which they had relapsed at the 
•lose of the recent crisis The “ Civil and Military Gazette ” of the 29th April set 
the standard of indiscretion by “ counting its chickens ” aloud and referring to the 
success of Sardar Nadir Khan’s frontier intrigues. The London “ Times ” of the 
'24th May, in a contributed article, displayed equal indiscretion with greater 
inaccuracy. The “Statesman ” of Calcutta, not to he outdone, then quoted the 
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“ Times ” article with unction, and recorded its own impression that Sardar 
Mahmud Tarzi had already taken over charge as Foreign Minister and that Sardar 
iNadir Khan had sailed from Bombay on the 14th June. 

Whether these tributes to the value of Sardar Nadir Khan as an obstacle to the 
consolidation of British control over the tribes of the north-west frontier had any¬ 
thing to do with the postponement of his departure or the apparent reconsideration 
by the Ameer of his own orders is not yet known. 

Nor is the reason for these changes entirely clear, although they had been the 
subject of local rumour previously to their actual publication. For some time past, 
however, there had been indications that a trial of strength was impending between 
Sardar Mahomet Vali, until his honest desire that Afghanistan should be a civilised 
neighbour to Tndia and behave accordingly, and Sardar Nadir Khan, whose policy 
maintains the blackmailing tradition of the late Sardar Nasrullah. The transfer 
early in November last of frontier affairs from the competence of the War Ministry 
to that of the Foreign Office showed to which side the Ameer inclined, and the Khost 
crisis only brought matters to a head. It seems improbable that Sardar Nadir Khan 
was ever, as he declares, offered the Khost command and refused it, since it is 
almost certain that he was suspected from the first of complicity in the rebellion. 
This suspicion his constant cry of “ I told you so ” has done nothing to remove. In 
a country like Afghanistan, it is perhaps unwise to prophesy evil, but to be correct 
in such a prophet;/ is positively dangerous, since suspicion is thereby aroused that 
the seer has worked to bring about wdiat he foretold. 

Of the other prominent Sultan Mahomet Khels, Sardar Shah Vali, who was 
second in military rank only to Nadir Khan, at once resigned and became an 
aide-de-camp to the Ameer. Mahomet Hashim seems to be harmlessly settled for 
the present at Moscow, and Shah Mahmud, who had been holding ithe northern 
command of Ivataghan and Badaklishan, was appointed, at the end of June, to be 
head of the Kabul military school, a post quite unsuitable for a man of his 
reputation. 

Much of the criticism directed against Sardar Mahomet Vali and of the 
“ dtefeatist ” propaganda current in the bazaar is probablv inspired by Sardar Nadir 
Khan and the disgruntled Mahomet Ibrahim, who, to show his disgust at his super- 
session in Khost, has declined to take up the Governorship of Kabul, to which he 
had been appointed on his return. 

On the 13th June, Ghulani Nabi Khan arri\ed in Kabul from Moscow, and was 
appointed to assist Sardar Sher Ahmed Khan, the officiating Foreign Minister. 
Ghulam Nabi, however, has the reputation of going his own way and declining to 
take orders from anyone. He has now justified it by refusing to take up his duties at 
the Foreign Office. 

Thus, the period under review closes on a situation full of interesting 
possibilities 

In Khost, the tribesmen will probably attempt to force a decision before the 
Id-uz-Zuha (the 13th July), a festival which they always prefer to celebrate at home. 
Whether, if they fail in this and disperse by that date, they can be reassembled, as 
they -were after the Id-ul-Fitr, seems to depend on the extent to which the mullahs 
may have succeeded in arousing their fanaticism, or on the amount of truth in the 
rumours now current that the Government troops have outraged women of the 
Sultan Khel. In any case, the decisive factor in the military situation is likely to be 
the attitude of the Ghilzais, which is at present uncertain. 

In Kabul, Loo, developments in one direction or the other seem to be imminent. 
For Sardar Nadir Khan to remain unemployed at the capital, with two of his 
brothers holding sinecures, must be dangerous either for them or for the Ameer. 
Nor does it appear probable that the latter would restore this family to power until 
the Khost rebellion has been crushed without its aid and its prestige thus irretrievably 
impaired. For the Ameer now to invite Sardar Nadir Khan to accept the supreme 
command would be regarded as tantamount to an acknowledgment of his own defeat, 
and he must be fully aware that in Afghanistan “he who rides a tiger can never 
dismount.” 

The problem before the Ameer, therefore, appears to be how to settle the Khost 
rising without either enlisting the help of the Sultan Mahomet Khels, or too 
obviously succumbing to pressure from the rebels If the Mangals have really 
secured the support of the Ghilzai tribes, it seems doubtful, thanks to his own 
impetuous reduction of the army, whether he will be able to achieve this object by 
foice, and, if he cannot, it is perhaps to the meetings of the Great Assembly for 
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which the delegates are now beginning to arrive, that he will look for a solution 
of his present difficulties. It would not be surprising if this Assembly, purporting 
to represent the whole nation, were to pass a resolution praying the Ameer to modify 
the Fundamental Code as being too far in advance of the times. The Ameer might 
then announce the suspension or modification of the code, being careful to point out 
that, in doing so, he was acting as a constitutional monarch who placed the desires 
of his people above his own inclinations, and not in any way as one from whom 
concessions had been extorted by the open rebellion of his subjects. 

This Assembly, though officially declared to be the successor of the Jalalabad 
jirgas of last year, appears to be in reality a new departure, in that it is to be held 
annually at Kabul and—nominally, at least—to be attended only by Afghan subjects. 
Some 2,000 delegates, out of an anticipated total of 6.000, are stated 
to have arrived. None are yet reported to have come from the Eastern or the 
Southern Province, but there is, of course, plenty of time for them to do so before the 
first meeting is held. It was originally announced that the delegates would be 
accommodated in the Bagh-i-Babur, now occupied by the German Legation, and 
Dr. Grobba was accordingly requested to vacate these buildings. On the 29th June, 
when he was on the point of leaving for his new quarters, he was informed that he 
might remain where he was, as the Ameer had decided that the delegates should stay 
at Paghman, the summer station, 20 miles away, and hold their meetings there. 

The simultaneous announcement that the Ameer intended to leave almost 
immediately for Paghman with a considerable part of the Kabul garrison was not 
calculated to reassure the bazaar, where it began to be whispered that he was 
preparing for a retreat, should necessity arise, to Bamian. 

The subjects for discussion in this Assembly are still a matter of conjecture, and 
elaborate precautions to ensure secrecy are being maintained by the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment. No forecast, however, of the agenda could disregard the possibility of its 
including, besides the revision of the Fundamental Code already mentioned, the 
denunciation of the Anglo-Afghan and Turco-Afghan Treaties, and the discussion 
of the Caliphate question as it affects Afghanistan.* For the possible outcome of 
such deliberations, His Majesty’s Government have been prepared bv previous 
communications from this Legation. 

The situation at the moment is one which a European statesman would perhaps 
regard as indicating the imminent collapse of the Administration. Efficiency and 
stability are, however, relative terms, and, although the present position of the Ameer 
is serious enough, the unrest prevalent throughout the country is less significant than 
it would be under a more highly organised Government. Other Ameers have 
weathered worse storms, and the condition of affairs is not yet so abnormal as to 
justify pessimism. Nothing is ever done in Kabul until the eleventh hour, and a 
settlement of the Khost rising, either by a victory in the field or through negotiations, 
would at once recall to their allegiance the numerous wavorors whose only anxiety is 
to be on the winning side. If, as the result of his present difficulties, the Ameer were 
to realise where lie has gone wrong and to adopt a slower pace of reform in future, 
his position would probably be stronger than ever before. So far as can be 
ascertained, there is no one else whom the Afghan people would prefer to see on the 
throne. 

Aminullah Khan. Jabbar Ivhel Ghilzai, was appointed in April to succeed 
Ameer-ud-din as Governor of the Southern Province, but has apparently been unable 
to proceed beyond Gardez. There is reason to think that Ameer-ud-din fell under 
suspicion of complicity in the Khost rebellion and of being too friendly with the 
British frontier authorities. 

In. the Eastern Province, the military occupation of Shinwari country continues. 
No aetne steps, however, appear to have been taken by the Governor to enforce con¬ 
scription. and he probably has orders to defer any measures which might lead to an 
outbreak within his jurisdiction until the Khost rising is quelled. The precautions 
taken for the protection of the arms convoys seem to have led to a diminution of crime 
in the vicinity of the main road to Tndia. Towards the end of June, however, tribal 
fighting broke out near Gandamak between two sections of the Khugianis. 

Progress in the construction of the Karim Canal near Jalalabad has been delayed 
by the death of Arbab Reza Khan, a well-known Indian immigrant, who held 
extensive contracts, and by damage from floods. Mr. J. McKenna bide Kabul 
despatch No. 48, dated the 7th April. 1924) left Afghanistan, for good it may be 
hoped, on the 23rd June. J 

• Vide Kabul despatches No. 24, dated the 14th August, 1923, nad No. 54, dated the 21st April, 1924. 
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Two Italian engineers have beeu engaged on road repairs between Jalalabad and 
the Indian frontier, but very little improvement is as yet noticeable. 

Work on the Tang-i-Gharu road is making very slow progress, and that at 
Dar-ul-Aman, the new capital, has been interrupted by the departure of the Sapper 
and Miner regiment employed there for Khost. It has now returned. 

The installation of short-distance wireless sets at Mazar-i-Sharif, Herat and 
Kandahar has been projected, but, so far as is known, work has not actually been 
begun. 

A new telegraph line is being constructed, under the supervision of German and 
Italian engineers, from Kandahar to Kabul. 

Some indication of the effect likely to be produced on Afghan society by the 
return in a few years’ time of the boys who are now being educated in Europe is given 
by the results of a short course of such education on Colonels Umar Khan and Abdul 
Hamid. These two young Afghans have •ecently arrived in Kabul from Berlin and 
Moscow, where, it is understood, they were sent in order to study the military systems 
of Germany and Russia. This, of course, they may have done, but one gathers that 
their main energies have been denoted to the assimilation of the particular aspect of 
western culture typified by the night club and the cocktail. 

There have been no further indications of the attitude of the Ameer towards the 
question of the Caliphate. The orders sent to Kandahar for the discontinuance of 
tne use of the name of Abdul Majid were accompanied by the statement that the name 
of the new 7 Caliph would be notified later. The obvious conclusion is that the Ameer 
has accepted only the deposition of the (’aliph, and not the abolition of the Caliphate. 

(2.) A f ah an Foreign Relations. 

Great Britain. 

At the beginning of the period under review, the following cases were awaiting 
final settlement: — 

^ (a.) The Landi Kotal murderers. 

( b.) The Kohat murderers. 

( c.) Afghan intrigues in Waziristan. 

(a.) Daud Shah is believed to have spent most of the last three months under the 
protection of Muhasil, Koda Khel. The situation therefoie remains as reported in 
Kabul despatch No. 48. dated the 7th April, 1924. He has more than once been 
reported to have paid fleeting visits to Afghan territory, but the information received 
to this effect has been either too vague or belated to form a basis for representations 
to the Afghan Government. From Jalalabad it is reported that the Governor has 
detained in gaol some fourteen Shinwaris as sureties for the surrender of Hand Shah. 

( b .) The requisite assurances as to the conditions under which A jab. Shahzada 
and Haider Shah are interned in Turkestan have been received in writing froih the 
Foreign Office. The place of their detention has not yet been notified, but is under¬ 
stood to be Khanabad. Sultan Mir and Gul Akbar are belieml to be still on the 
British side of the border. 

(c.) The collapse of the administration of the Southern Province has rendered it 
difficult to estimate the extent of Afghan intrigues in Wa/iristan, but the informa¬ 
tion available tends to show, as might be expected, that these have decreased both in 
extent and intensity. 

Instructions have been received from His Majesty’s Government that no 
indemnity is to be claimed in the Finnis case, which should be used to reinforce the 
demand for the cessation of all interference by the Afghan Government and officials 
in Waziristan. Suitable proceedings against the actual murderers are also required. 

Where these criminals are at the moment seems uncertain. They were reported 
at one time to be living at C’hinai, a place which the friendly Wazirs had informed 
the Resident was definitely within Afghan limits.* An aeroplane reconnaissance, 
how'ever, carried out on the 10th March showed that the boundary ran through the 
middle of the settlement. 

Mian Dad, one of the murderers of Captain Baker Jones, is still in Kabul, where 
he was stated by Saidar Sher Ahmed Khan to have remained forgotten in gaol. 11 is 
early deportation has now been promised. 

"The significance of the colonies formed b\ Wazir and Mahsud emigrants to 
Afghanistan as an obstacle to a final settlement with the Waziristan tribes has been 
fully ventilated in official correspondence. 

* “ Afghan” Series, l'art XL, No. 170. 
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In the course of these discussions, the question of the nationality of these 
colonists appears to have acquired a fictitious importance. Whether these colonists 
are Afghan subjects or not, they can have no exterritorial rights on the British side 
of the line, while their capacity for mischief seems to depend not on their nationality, 
but on the fact of their being able to obtain a livelihood and asylum in Afghanistan. 
To induce the hostile emigrants to return and join in a general settlement with the 
British authorities has now been decided to be one of the principal aims of British 
policy in Waziristan. The acquisition of Afghan nationality by these emigrants 
would render the attainment of this object more difficult, and any measures which 
would tend to expedite such acquisition are consequently to be deprecated. Any 
demand, for instance, for a precise and logical declaration of the status of these 
colonists, either by themselves or by the Afghan Government, would probably result 
in a hasty distribution to them of certificates of Afghan nationality. The vagueness 
of their present status seems, in fact, to be advantageous to British interests, and the 
Afghan Government aie not likely to correct it unless pressure is brought upon them 
to do so. It is significant that the A fghan naturalisation rules only came into 
existence when the Government of India requested to be informed of them. 

But abandonment of the discussion of abstract principles does not, of course, 
involve acquiescence in the present situation, which enables the colonists to commit 
offences with impunity on the British side of the line. This aspect of the case was 
discussed with the Ameer by His Majesty's Minister on the 3rd April. The Ameer 
then gave certain promises, which were reported to His Majesty's Government in 
Kabul telegram No. 80, dated the 4th April, and have since been pressed on the- 
attention of the Foreign Office as demanding fulfilment in connection with the 
Chaisan Kach raid of the 13th February and the Chagmalai raid of the 16th March 
Until, however, Afghan control over Khost is restored, it would, in my opinion, be 
useless to demand or expect punitive action against these colonists, many of whom 
are settled on the lines of communication between Kabul and either Gardez or 
Ghazni. 

The data required for the discussion with the Foreign Minister of the question 
ot allowances paid by the Afghan Government to British tribesmen are being collected 
in India. 

It is, of course, as yet too early to estimate the probable reaction of the Khost 
rebellion on Anglo-Afghan relations; but the rejection of the requests made by the 
Mangal deputation, the timely arrest of Yakub Khan's sons, and the treatment of 
the Gurgurai garrison by the British frontier authorities, should supply useful illus¬ 
trations of the true meaning of neighbourly relations and effective texts for future 
representations to the Afghan Government.' 

The forthcoming Great Assembly, if the range of its deliberations is as wide 
as has been suggested above, is likely to produce results of permanent importance. 
The officiating Foreign Minister has been seriously warned against encouraging the 
attendance at it of tribesmen from beyond the Durand line, and the British frontier 
authorities have been requested to send early information of the receipt by tribesmen 
under their control of invitations from Kabul. Up to the present, no conclusive 
evidence to refute Sardar Shoe Ahmed Khan’s denial that any such invitations have 
been issued has reached this Legation. The receipt, however, of a report that 
Mahsuds and Wazirs from the British side of the line had left for Kabul in 
compliance with such a summons, was made the occasion for a repetition of the 
warning previously given 

A request made by the Afghan foreign Office that I should postpone my occupa¬ 
tion of the house olTered to this Legation at Paghman until the departure of the 
delegates, appears to be an instance of the precautions taken to ensure secrecy for 
the proceedings of the Assembly. Sardar Slier Ahmed Khan informs me that all 
other Legations which have been allotted Government buildings in Paghman have 
been addressed to the same effect. It is, perhaps, scarcely necessary to add that the 
Russian Legation is included in this category. 

For the inhabitants of Kabul, the arrival on 26th June of the first arms convov 
was a visible sign of the improved relations between the British and Afghan Govern¬ 
ments. The assistance given by the military authorities in India in the transit of 
these arms from Peshawar to the fiontier was much appreciated. 

On the 22nd May, Sardar Sher Ahmed Khan made a formal application for 
permission to purchase six British military aeroplanes. The orders of His Majesty's 
Government are awaited. Some aeroplane accessories required for the repair of 
the machines now in Kabul are being supplied from India. 
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Fewer British-Indian subjects than usual appaar to have visited this country 
during the last three months. One, Lieutenant Fakhr-ud-din, late of the Supply 
and Transport Corps, who arrived in May and stayed for about a month, was 
evidently regarded by the Afghan Government as an intelligence agent. 

Mahendra Pratap is still in Kabul, but seems to have curtailed his literary 
activities. He is expected to leave shortly, in order to assist Sardar Ali Ahmed 
Khan in the establishment of an Afghan Legation in Tokyo. 

An official expression of the displeasure of His Majesty's Government at the 
loss of the consular mail bag from Kandahar was convexed to Sardar Sher Ahmed 
Khan, and the incident is thus closed. 

His Majesty’s Minister left Kabul en route for England on the 21st May, and 
Major W. A. K. Fraser, C.B.E.. D.S.O., M.C., on permanent transfer to Tehran, 
on the 13th April. Mr. A. W. Fagan. I.C.S.. arrived on the 2nd June to 
officiate as counsellor during the absence of His Majesty’s Minister, and 
Major A. N. I. Lilly, M.C., on the 26th June to act as militaiy attache, pending the 
appointment of a permanent incumbent. 

France. 

M. Elie Bertrand, who was reported in Kabul despatch No. 48 of the 7th April, 
1924, to have left Kabul on permanent transfer, has, owing to a matrimonial 
disappointment, rejoined the Legation. 

The Minister, M. Fouchet, returned from his Indian tour in April, and now 
states that he does not intend to leave Kabul before January next. 

After a prolonged struggle with the Afghan Foreign Office, he has obtained 
permission for the erection of his wireless set (for receiving only) outside the limits 
of his Legation. This is now working in communication with Paris. 

M. Hackin, a French archaeologist, left on the 13th June, after a month’s stay in 
Kabul, to join M. Lonelier at Balkh. He pointedly remarked to a member of this 
Legation that the remains at that place were for too extensive for one mission to 
investigate properly. 

The prejudice expressed in Khost against modern education is apparently 
prevalent throughout the country and, unless the Ameer can stifle it, may sooner or 
later render it inadvisable for him to continue the employment of the French 
professors. The latter are stated on good authority to be d Dion tented with their 
treatment by the Afghan Government—a subject on which official representations 
have been made by the Minister. 

In April a local paper announced the admission to St. C’yr of four of the Afghan 
students now in France. 

Germany. 

In Afghanistan, the latest arrival is usually the most popular, and at present 
the German element in Kabul appears to enjoy the greatest official lavour. German 
engineers have been placed in charge of the Kabul wireless, construction work at 
Dar-ul-Aman, and the Tang-i-Gharu road, and arc also reported to have tagen over 
the irrigation projects at Bagram and Jalalabad and the Jabal-us-Siraj electric 
plant from the Englishman and Indians who were previously responsible for them. 
Germans are also understood to be employed on irrigation works at Ghazni and in 
building a section of the new telegraph line from Kabul to Kandahar. Progress in 
these undertakings, however, has probably been affected by the political situation. 

From the Afghan point of view, the German appears to be a better bargain than 
the Italian, since the former is willing to accept lower pa) and, it may be guessed, 
displays a greater capacity for working under difficulties. If, as was suggested 
in Kabul despatch No. 48 dated the 7tli April, 1924, the Italians employed in this 
country are likely to fail through inefficiency and inability to adapt themselves to 
their surroundings, the Germans’ main weakness seems to consist in their low 
standard of professional and private morality. Their behaviour at Kandahar gave 
rise to some popular resentment, and since their arrival in Kabul two orgies at the 
German Legation have scandalised the orthodox, while more than one of the engineers 
has expressed his intention of losing no opportunity of profiting at the expense of 
his employers. 

Herr Ebner has informed me that he has succeeded Kurt Wagner (mentioned in 
Kabul despatch No. 48 of the 7th April, 1924) as the chief local representative of the 
German and Oriental Trade House. It was realised, he said, that Wagner was 
obnoxious to His Majesty’s Government and that his connection with the firm would 
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only antagonise the Government of India, on whose attitude so much depended. 
Herr Ebner’s enquiries showed that his company was interested in an aeroplane 
service between Kabul and Tashkent, the export'of opium, the establishment of a 
banking business in Kabul, a,nd the private arms trade. The French Legation are 
convinced that this firm is primarily a political organisation. 

It has been ascertained from an apparently reliable source that the Afghan 
Government intend to employ three ex-officers of the German officers in the military 
school, to the command of which Sardar Shah Mahmud, the brother of Sardar Nadir 
Khan, has now been appointed. Under instructions from His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, the German Charge d’ Affaires is being informed that such employment would 
infringe the provisions of the Treaty of Versailles. 

Dr. Bornstein, who was in charge of the local civil hospital, has left the country 
for reasons of health. This fact is probably connected with the overtures made by 
the Afghan Government to ascertain whether the surgeon of this Legation would 
agree to undertake the supervision of the hospital. 

Turkey. 

The association of the late Bedri Bey with the preparation of the unpopular 
Fundamental Code has given rise to the expression of some anti-Turkish feeling both 
in Kandahar and Kabul. 

Fakhri Pasha, in the course of a private conversation, alluded to the pan- 
Turanian aspirations of his Government in Turkestan as being a matter within im 
knowledge. 

Italy. 

Commander Galli, the Minister-designate, is stated by Signor Toni to have 
returned to Italy from Port Said, and apparentlv will not arrive in Kabul for some 
months to come. 

A general spirit of disappointment and discontent appears to pervade the 
Italian community, and is loudly voiced by Professor Rignolo, the head of the Medical 
Mission. Several of its members have evinced a readiness to avail themselves of any 
excuse to throw up their appointments and leave the country. 

On the 1st June, the Minister of the Interior, Ghularn Mahomet Khan, and the 
Director of Agriculture, Tewfik Bey. received the decorations of Grand Offieier and 
Chevalier respectively of the Italian Order of the Crown. 

Russia. 

M. Dolgopolov, who is believed to liave previously been Russian consul in 
Astrabad for some ten years, reached Kabul about the'' middle of April. He is 
possibly a representative for the conclusion of a Russo-Afghan trade convention, 
and is said by the German Charge cl’Affaires to have also been entrusted with the 
discussion of the establishment of Russian consulates in Eastern Afghanistan. No 
definite information of the progress of his negotiations has been received. 

M. Stark, the new Minister, arrived in Kabul, by the Mazar-i-Sharif and Bamian 
route, on the 28th June. He was accompanied by Colonel Riks, formerly military 
attache here, whose departure to Russia was noticed in Kabul despatch No 2, dated 
the 3rd January, 1924. 

Two Russian aeroplanes are stated to be on their way from Herat by road. The 
fact has produced rumours in Kabul to the effect that the Ameer has applied to Russia 
for assistance in his present difficulties. 

Bokhara. 

Fakhri Pasha has called on me with a view to ascertain privately the likelihood 
of the ex-Ameer receiving permission to make a tour in India and Palestine before 
proceeding on pilgrimage to Mecca. He explained that this enquiry was unofficial, 
A non-committal replv was given, and neither he nor the ex-Ameer has vet reverted 
to the subject. 

Sher Mahomet Hoi, the Basmachi leader, was allowed to leave India in March 
for Turkestan, but is reported to have been arrested at Faizabad by the Afghan 
authorities at the request of the Russian Legation. 

Persia. 

In May, a present of horses from Sardar Sipah Reza Khan to the Ameer was 
brought to Kabul by a Persian colonel. 
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Itela-ul-Mulk, whose daughter is betrothed to a Persian subject employed in the 
Afghan Foreign Office, has been much annoyed by the insistence of the Ameer on the 
observance, as regards the amount of the settlement money, of the limit prescribed in 
the Fundamental Code. The marriage has been postponed in consequence. 

Japan. 

It is stated that Sardar Ali Ahmed Khan is proceeding, accompanied by his 
wife, the Ameer’s sister, as Envoy Extraordinary to Tokyo in order to establish 
diplomatic relations with the Japanese Government. 

Norway. 

Dr. Morgenstierne, a professor at the University of Christiania, arrived in 
Kabul in April, and was the bearer of a letter from the King of Norway to the Ameer. 
He is understood to be studying local languages, customs and ethnography, and to 
be particularly interested in Nuristan. He is at present living, together with 
Mahendra Pratap, in the house of Sardar Abdul Kuddus. 

R. R. MACONACHIE. 


j N 6250/6250/97] No. 6. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(.Received July 28.) 

(No. 138.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, Jtdy 27, 1924. 

AFGHAN policeman, who was resident at Kabul, was shot dead to-day by 
Italian in Afghan Government employ. Italian has been arrested. I will report 
developments, if any. 


[N 6271/610/97] No. 7 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 31.) 

Sir, India Office, July 30, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India on the subject of the supply of British aeroplanes to 
Afghanistan. 

I am, &c. 

F. W. DUKE. 

, Enclosure in No. 7. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, July 29. 1924. 

KATODON No. 135. 

We think that Maconachie should receive the authority he suggests. If Ameer 
turned to another Power, it might think it good business to lay out money on a 
successful start in order to secure future monopoly. Moreover, Abdul Karim’s 
escapade makes it the more desirable that the Ameer should not suspect us of ulterior 
motives in advising him to stick to non-fighting machines to begin u ith. 

(Repeated to Kabul.) 


[N 6232/4/97] No. 8. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Receiced t July 31.) 

(No. 139.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, July 29, 1924. 

GOVERNMENT of India’s telegram No. 1196 8. 

I have informed the Afghan Government orally on lines indicated, adding, as 
jny own tentative conjecture in the absence of information, that the optimistic view 
[1*j974j d 
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taken in India regarding the suppression of the Khost rebellion (vide Peshawar press 
message of 14th July) might have led to some relaxation of the surveillance. Indian 
view, I pointed out, was in strict accordance with the information hitherto given me 
by the Afghan Foreign Office. Latter took news calmly, as they had just received 
similar report, which, however, gave the pretender’s name as Azim. If identity of 
Abdul Karim is confirmed, his appearance in Khost, whether he succeeds or fails, 
will be very serious matter, since it will— 

1. Revive Afghan suspicions of our good faith. Corroboration of these will 

probably be discovered in fact of Nadir Khan's recent conversations with 

the Chief Commissioner of the North-West Frontier Province and myself. 

2. Give an impetus to Bolshevik propaganda regarding British incitement of 

rebellion. 

3. Present Afghan Government with ready-made plea in the case of “ escape ” 

of persons whose surveillance they have undertaken, e.g., Ajab. 

As regards 3, nothing can be done at present. 1 and 2 might be partially 
counteracted by immediate issue of communique by Government of India disowning 
and discrediting Abdul Karim. Public announcement to the same effect by frontier 
officers, and leaflets, which could be distributed on the frontier and stop Afghan 
intelligence working, would also be useful. (Abdul Karim (ride “Who’s Who,” 
No. 63) has presumably given out that he has British backing; an Afghan intelligence 
report lias mentioned the rumour that he has received 90,000 rupees from the 
Government of India.) Such measures might also possibly pave the way for 
reciprocal action by Afghan Government in future in regard to Musa Khan, Ac. 
Government of India will, perhaps, consider the advisability of taking action at once 
on these lines. 

Should Abdul Karim’s adventure develop dangerously for Ameer, I should 
recommend the vindication of British good faith by offer which, to be effective for 
this purpose, would have to be of assistance of a kind immediately available, striking 
to Afghan imagination, and possibly useful in connection with Khost rebellion. I 
should deprecate enquiry from the Afghan Government as to the form of assistance 
preferred, since their request in reply would probably be one which could not be 
granted, and object in view would therefore not be achieved. Offer to supply two 
armed service aeroplanes, on such conditions as may be approved, is onK form of 
possible assistance which would seem to possess these qualifications, although, on 
wider grounds, His Majesty’s Government might decide that such an offer was 
unadvisable. 

Justification for su<Mi a recommendation would not be any services rendered by 
the Afghan Government, but necessity of repairing the injury done to Ameer bv our 
mistake and of retrieving British credit. 

(Repeated to North-West Frontier.) 


[N 6310/6250/97] No. 9. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.-—(.Received J uly 31.) 

(No. 140.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, July 30, 1924. 

MY telegram No. 138 of the 27th July. 

All Italians are collected in their Legation in a state of panic. Italian women 
stated to be leaving as soon as possible. Relatives of deceased Afghan are claiming 
the surrender of the murderer to them under Islamic law, demand for maintenance 
of which in the Great Assembly has made Ameer’s position more difficult. As a 
temporary precaution I have restricted the movements of the British members" of 
this Legation wdien not on duty, but anti-European outbreak is now', in my opinion 
improbable. 


[ N 6313/6250/97] No. 10. 

Sir R. Graham, to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 2.) 

(No. 198.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Rome, August 1,1924. 

ITALIAN Government are considerably exercised over recent incident at 
Kabul, wdiere it appears an Italian subject shot an Afghan policeman during a brawl 
and is now threatened wuth execution. Italian Government ask that His Majesty’s 
representative at Kabul will give such advice and assistance as he can to his Italian 
colleague, and will also use moderating influence with Afghan Government to prevent 
any hasty action on their part. 


[N 6316/6250/97] No. 11. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 2.) 

(No. 141.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, August 1, 1924. 

MY telegram No. 140 dated 30th July. 

According to unofficial information, Piparno, Italian accused, has been 
condemned to death in twm courts, and case has now been referred to the highest and 
last court. His contract accepts complete subjection to Afghan law. Italian 
colony, consisting of Fascisti, is in highly excited condition. They have no confidence 
in the Italian Charge d’Affaires, who, in my opinion, has no control over them. 
They are talking of reprisals if Piparno is executed. This may be merely hysterical 
blustering, but, if such reprisals were carried out. the position of all Europeans in 
Kabul would be critical I suggest, for your consideration, possibility of approaching 
thg^Italian Government with a view to personal message to the Italian Charge 
d’Affaires and colony being telegraphed by Mussolini insisting on necessity of 
self-control whatever happens. Similar suggestion is being made, I understand, by 
local French and German diplomatic representatives to their Governments. They 
and I have made separate informal friendly representations to Afghan Foreign 
Office as to painful impression which would be made on our respective Governments 
if European were executed here either after trial, unfair according to Western 
ideas, or publicly, as is reported possible, or in inhuman manner We are also 
assisting Italian Charge d’Affaires in attempting to arrange settlement of the case 
by payment of blood-mone\, of w'hicb there is some hone, fie suspects Afghan 
Government of withholding telegrams between him and Rome, and is apparently 
unable to assume the necessary responsibility in the absence of instructions. 
His Majesty’s Government may think it advisable, therefore, to arrange with 
Italian Government for transmission of instructions from latter to Italian Charges 
d’Affaires through London and this Legation 


[N 6330/6259/971 No. 12. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received A uqust 3.) 

(No 143) 

(Telegraphic) Kabul, August 3, 1924. 

August 3—My telegram No 141 of the 1st August. 

I understand that the Italian Charge d’Affaires has received instructions from 
his Government to dispute Afghan jurisdiction This line is, on my information, 
untenable in the present case and very dangerous in practice, since the Ameer’s 
main concern is probably to demonstrate supremacy of the Afghan law. The 
Turkish Minister called yesterday to ascertain my attitude, having obviously been 
sent by the Afghan Government to do so. He made irrelevant but significant tirade 
against Capitulations in any form. In my opinion, the Italian Government would 
be well advised at present juncture to admit the competence of the Afghan court, 
and to insist on facilities being given for settlement by payment of blond-money 
in accordance with Moslem law, any question of Capitulations being reserved for 
future discussion My French and German colleagues concur. 
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|_N 6316/6250/97] No. 13. 

Mr. MacDonald to Sir R. Graham {Rome). 

(No. 134.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Augvst 4, 1924. 

HIS Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Kabul reports that an Afghan policeman 
resident at Kabul was shot dead there on the 28th July by an Italian in Afghan 
Government employ. The Italian, Piparno by name, was arrested and has been 
tried and condemned to death in two Afghan courts. The case has now been 
referred to the highest and last court. 

Although the terms of the man’s contract impose on him complete subjection 
to Afghan law, the Italian Charge d’Affaires appears now to have received 
instructions from his Government to dispute Afghan jurisdiction. 

Mr. Maconachie and his French and German colleagues consider this line 
untenable in the present case, and very dangerous in practice, since the Ameer’s 
main concern is probably to demonstrate the supremacy of Afghan law. -They 
think the Italian Government would be well advised at present juncture to admit the 
competence of the Afghan courts and insist on facilities being given for settlement 
by payment of blood-money in accordance with the Moslem law. 

They had, prior to receipt of present instructions by Italian Charge d’Affaires, 
made separate informal and friendly representations to the Afghan Foreign Office 
as to the painful impression which would be made on their Governments if a 
European were executed at Kabul either after a trial unfair according to Western 
ideas, or publicly, as was reported possible, or in an inhuman manner; and had 
endeavoured to assist Italian Charge d’Affaires in arranging a settlement by payment 
of blood-money. 

Please inform Italian Government at once of views of Mr. Maconachie and 
his colleagues and urge them to modify their latest instructions to the Italian 
Charge d’Affaires with a view r to securing a settlement on the above lines, reserving 
any question of capitulatory rights, if indeed there is any ground for involving such 
rights in Afghanistan, for future discussion. 

The matter is delicate and urgent, as I understand that the local Italian colony 
consists of Fascisti, now collected in a state of panic at the Italian Legation, w'ho 
are in a highly excited condition and threaten reprisals if Piparno is executed. 
Should they carry out these threats, the position of all Europeans in Kabul w r ould 
be so critical that Mr. Maconachie and his colleagues have suggested to their 
respective Governments the advisability of asking the Italian Government to .send 
a personal message from M. Mussolini to the Italian Charge d’Affaires and colony 
insisting on the necessity of self-control whatever may happen. 

As the Italian Charge d’Affaires apparently suspects the Afghan Government 
of withholding telegrams between him and Pome, vou may, in submitting this 
further suggestion to the Italian Government, offer, if necessary, to arrange for the 
transmission of anv message or instructions to their Charge d’Affaires through this 
office and His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Kabul. 


[N 6377/6250/97] No. 14. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Reeeioecl Avgust 5.) 

Sir, India Office. August 5, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of telegram from 
the Government of India on the subject of the application of Afghan law' to the 
accused Italian. 

I am, &c. 

F. W. DUKE. 


M 
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Enclosure in No. 14. 

Government of India to India Office. 

Simla, A liquet 4, 1924 

KATODON No. 143. 

We entirely agree, and trust His Majesty's Government will see their way to 
move the Italian Government accordingly. 1 If, as stated, the Italian accused 
contracted to submit to the Afghan courts, there seems to be no possibility of valid 
objection to the proper application of the Afghan law. 

(Repeated to Kabul.) 


[N 6407/4/97] No. 15. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 5.) 

(No. 145.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, A ugust 5, 1924. 

GERMAN engineer just returned from llisarak (D.S. 38 F.A.H) reports 
murder of Governor of Logar by villagers followed by outbreaks, local but probably 
sympathetic with Khost rebellion. He saw twm hours of severe but indecisive 
fighting, 3rd August, between villagers and 500 troops hurriedly sent out by motor 
lorry from Kabul. Reinforcements of 300 followed by the same means, 3rd and 
4th August, and 1,500 more, hitherto employed as sappers here, are now being 
equipped and sent. He heard distant gunfire direction of Gardez, 4th August. 
Communications between Hisarak and Garde/, cut. 

According to information received here, Government forces are isolated in three 
main bodies at Chakmani, Ahmad Kliel and Gardez, and are all engaged. Rebels 
have recaptured Altimur Pass, and Ghilzais are now heavily involved. No mention 
of Matun. 

Abdul Aziz, “Who’s Who,’’ 21, has been appointed deputy at the War 
Ministry, id est not superseding Mahomed Vali. but with full authority in the 
absence of the latter. 

News of Abdul Karim’s pretensions has reached Kabul. Slier Ahmad hinted 
to me on the 31st July that his escape from surveillance was a poor return for the 
correctness of Afghan attitude in connection with the Great Assembly. 

(Repeated to North-West Frontier.) 



[N 6316/6250/97] No. 16. 

Mr. MacDonald to Mr. Maconachie {Kabul). 

(No. 34.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, A ugust 6, 1924. 

YOUR telegrams Nos. 138, 140, 141 and 143 : Shooting of Afghan policeman. 
I approve your action. 

Italian Government, who are considerably exercised over this incident, request 
that you should give such advice and assistance as you can to your Italian colleague, 
and also use moderating influence with Afghan Government to prevent any hasty 
action on their part. 

Substance of your telegrams Nos. 141 and 143 was also transmitted urgently to 
His Majesty’s Ambassador in Rome, who was instructed to urge Italian Government 
to modify their instructions to Italian Charge d’Affaires, with a view' to securing 
settlement on lines suggested by you, reserving for future discussion question of 
capitulatory rights, if indeed there is any ground for raising such rights in 
Afghanistan. 
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[N 6453/610/97] No. 17. 

Mr Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—{Received August 7.) 

(No. 146.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, August 6, 1924. 

FOLLOWING addressed to Government of India :— 

“My No. 135. 

“Officiating Foreign Minister sent me urgent request to see him to-day. 
After discussion, he gave me official letter, saying that the Afghan Government 
‘ stands in great need of four military aeroplanes ’ equipped with machine guns, 
bombs, &c., with spares and accessories, asking for them to be supplied as soon 
as possible, and promising payment on intimation of price. Letter goes on to 
agree to air force officer visiting Kabul immediately. 

“ Comment .—Delivery by air at Kabul was stated to be under consideration, 
but T anticipate acceptance of this, unless there is improvement in general 
situation, which appears to be deteriorating rapidly. Afghan Government are 
displaying growing anxiety, and Slier Ahmad, for the first time, told me plainly 
to-day aeroplanes were wanted immediately to overawe Khost and reassure 
Kabul. He said that the air force officer would be expected to advise as to the 
(1) delivery of the above machines, if forthcoming; (2) organisation of future 
air force; (3) training of officers in flying at suitable centres. 

“I presume that the air force officer will be ready to start at once, vide 
Forminka 31. Tf so, please telegraph urgently name of himself and his servant, 
date on which he can cross the frontier and what transport, if any, required. 
Afghan Government agree to excuse visa owing to urgency, and ask that he 
should not wear uniform. If possible, I will arrange for officer of this Legation 
to meet him at Peshawar. 1 will telegraph shortly recommendations regarding 
the supply of machines.” 


[N 6452/4/97] No. 18. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 7.) 

(No. L47.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, August 7,1924. 

SITUATION is obscure. Facts ascertained are as follows : — 

Abdul Hamid Khan, Chief of the Stall, surprised and killed on 2nd August 
near Altimur Pass. Two guns and some machine guns reported lost by his force. 
Hisarak outbreak, reported in my telegram No. 145, has alarmed Kabul, and certain 
quarters of the city are being prepared for defence. Five Sikhs in Afghan employ 
registered yesterday as British subjects (this is unprecedented). Proclamation has 
been issued calling out older classes of ex-soldiers. Men are coining in, and 
reinforcements continue to be despatched southward. Members of the rebel tribes in 
Kabul have been arrested. Wireless has been installed in Qila-i-lula fort. Rumours 
include the following ; Wazirs have been asked by the Ameer to act against the 
rebels’ rear and Hazaras to co-operate. Ivhugianis living along the Kabul-Jelalabad 
road are sending families to the hills preparatory to raiding. 

Comments. —Kabul-Torkham road may become unsafe before danger is 
imminent in Kabul. Rebellion is not the sole factor affecting the safety of Europeans 
here, since some feeling has been aroused by the Italian murder case, and, in the 
event of disturbances, distinction might possibly not be made. In any case, since this 
is naturally the strongest Legation, 1 could not refuse to admit Italians who may 
seek shelter here. I may, therefore, have to send the British ladies to India very 
shortly. T am in constant touch with other. Legations, who are considering similar 
action. 1 request that early intimation of occurrences affecting the security of the 
Kabul-Torkham road may be sent to me. 

(Repeated to North-West Frontier.) 


No. 19. 


[N 6454/610/97] 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—{Received August 8.) 

(No. 148.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, August 7, 1924. 

MY No. 146. 

Sher Ahmad to-day accepted delivery by air at Kabul by British pilots. He 
hoped, however, that His Majesty’s Government would allow Afghan officers to travel 
in machines from Peshawar, and that the Afghan Government would be given free 
hand to camouflage transaction by representing the purchase as completed in 
Peshawar and Afghan officers as being in command, &c. He said that it was most 
important that the pilots should have as little as possible to do with this Legation, 
and that they should, therefore, not be my guests. I said that the air force advisory 
officer would be presumably authorised to reply on these points. 

On local considerations I recommend the supply, on payment as early as possible, 
of minimum of tw 7 o, maximum of four, Bristol fighters, mentioned as available in 
Government of India telegram dated 17th June, not so much for reasons connected 
with competition of other Powers as for more pressing one indicated in my Nos. 139 
and 147. Effect on Anglo-Afghan relations of such assistance at present juncture 
would be, in my opinion, great, if not immediately perceptible. Free supply such as 
suggested in your telegram No. 31, if made during civil ivar, would seem to me to 
savour of participation in internal dissensions in Afghanistan, w'hieh, I understand, 
is contrary to the policy of His Majesty’s Government. Amongst the subjects 
referred to him, air force advisory officer may be asked to agree lo demonstration 
flight after landing in Kabul for the benefit of German pilots in Afghan employ. 

Government of Tndia will perhaps consider it advisable to prepaie the machines 
in question pending the receipts of orders from His Majesty’s Government, since the 
most essentiaPTactor for production of the desired results, next to safe arrival at 
Kabul, is speed in delivery. 

Tn my opinion, Ameer will not fail to fulfil official '■ ritten guarantee of payment, 
reported in mv No. 146. 


[N 6460/6250/97] No. 20. 

Count de Saint-Aulaire to Mr. MacDonald.—{Received August 9.) 

Ambassadc de France, Londres, 

M. le Secretaire d’fitat, lc S aoiil 1924. 

LE Ministre de France it Caboul a fait connaitre a M. Herriot l’agitation qu’avait 
provoqude en Afghanistan le meurtre d’un agent de police par uii sujet italien. 

Cornme le sait votre Excellence, le meurtrier italien est actuellenient juge par un 
tribunal indigene et le Charge d’Affaires d’ltalie a recu de Rome, le 2 aout, l’ordre de 
s’opposer au jugeinent. La colonie italienne menace de se livrer a des represailles en 
cos d’execution, et le Ministre afghan des Affaires etrangeres a declare au represent ant 
britannique que, dans ce cas, les Europeens seraient massacres par le peuple. 

Le Charge d’Affaires d’ltalie parait, d’autre part, impuissant a dominer l’agitation 
qui se manifeste dans la colonie italienne. Dans ces conditions, les represeutauts 
britannique, allemand et franyais out demande a leurs Gouvernements d’intervenir it 
Rome puur que M. Mussolini adresse une proclamation it la colonie italienne it Caboul lui 
ordonnant le calme le plus complet, m§me en cas d’execution du meurtrier. La question 
du statut des etrangers pourrait 6tre examinee ult^rieurement. 

M. Herriot ddsirerait connaitre aussi rapidement que possible le sentiment du 
Gouvernement britannique sur cette proposition, et je serais reconnaissant it votre 
Excellence de bien vouloir me mettre en mesure de renseigner mon Gouvernement. 

Veuillez, &c. 

SAINT-AULAIRE. 
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[N 6542/4/97] No 21. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 9.) 

(No. 149.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, 9, 1924. 

MY No. 147. 

Afghan Foreign Office states situation in Hisarak is in hand. Feeling in city 
appears to be rather less excited. There have been two minor raids on 
Nimla-Jagdalak section of road to India, but Legation motor driver, who arrived on 
7th August from Peshawar, saw no signs of abnormal insecurity, and reports that 
above section is now picketed. Information received by Legations is to effect that 
Government troops are now attacking rebel position on Altimur Pass from both Kabul 
and Gardez. 

(Repeated to North-West Frontier Province.) 


[N 6527/21/97] No. 22. 

Extract from Dianj of Military Attache , Kabul, for Week ended July 11, 1924.— 
(Received at Foreign Office, August LI.) 


7. Appointments. 

Civil 

Reference Diary No. 24 of 1924, paragraph 6 ( i ). 

Nadir Khan left for Peshawar en route for Paris on the l Oth July, a day earlier 
than he had previously announced. 

In the course of interviews with His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires prior to his 
departure he expressed his views very openly, and apparently with some sincerity, on 
Afghan foreign policy. He said he was opposed to the employment of so many 
foreigners on the ground that foreign education and animosities in Kabul split up the 
official classes into cliques—pro-German, pro-French, &c. He was also against the 
education of Afghan boys abroad, as he thought it undermined their morals and was 
useless for Afghanistan in its present state. lie advocated a slow pace in the matter 
of reforms, friendship with both Russia and England, economy in the direction of 
unorofitable foreign connections, and a strong army. 

On being asked why it was that individual Afghans were so fond of expressing 
their friendship for Great Britain in private but not in public, he replied that it was 
because the present Afghan Government was really anti-British in sentiment, and that 
the reasons for this, apart from Russian propaganda, were twofold, viz. :— 

(a.) The fear that our policy was directed with the object of destroying Afghan 
influence over the north-west frontier tribes. These tribes were, he said, 
essential to Afghanistan for defence against, not Great Britain, which was 
not aggressive," but Russia. It was true that they lived on the wrong side 
of the country for this purpose, but he was prepared to prophesy that when 
the Russians crossed the northern frontier every Moslem in the country 
would come forward to help. 

(b ) The fear that we wished to keep Afghanistan weak and hinder her progress. 

Nadir Khan intended stopping a day each at Peshawar and Lahore en route for 
Bombay, and before leaving informed His Majesty’s Ohargd d’Affaires that he 
anticipated both public and private meetings with Caliphate leaders, &c„ in India. 
Though strongly advised to avoid such meetings, he maintained his inability to comply, 
but <”ive a solemn undertaking on his religion as a Moslem to confine his remarks to 
those which he gave in detail to His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires. 


25 


[N 6519/4/97] No. 23. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(.Received August 11.) 

Sir, India Office , August 9, 1924. 

I AMI directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India on the subject of the situation in Ivhost. 

I am, &c. 

_ F. W. DUKE. 

Enclosure in No. 23. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, August 8, 1924. 

FOLLOWING is gist of information from North-West Frontier, repeated 
Kabul: — 

“ News of Pretender is scanty and his movements uncertain. Our 
propaganda has hardly had time to work, but in Kurram no importance is 
attached to his arrival. Afghan general at Pir Serai has expressed appreciation 
of the help rendered by Kurram authorities in supplying pickets, medicines, 
Very lights, &c.” 


[N 6518/610/97] No. 24. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 11.) 

Sir, India Office, August 9, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India, dated the 8th August, on the subject of the supply of 
British aircraft to Afghanistan. 

I am, &c. 

F. W. DUKE. 

Enclosure in No. 24. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, August 8, 1924. 

KATODQN Nos. 145 and 146. 

If Afghan Government, after seeing Air Force officer, still asks for fighting 
machines, we think that there should be [sic: ? these should be] supplied, unless he 
urges strong reasons to the contrary. We are in a position to supply two at once, 
and, if necessary, four, though we should prefer the former, in view of our own 
temporary shortage. Prima facie, two would be as useful as four for the purposes 
the Afghan Government wish to put them to. We are against free gift, (1) because 
Afghan Government have not asked for it; (2) it might be interpreted as an admission 
of greater culpability on our part over Abdul Karim than we are prepared to admit; 
(3) it is important that the Afghan Government should realise from the outset 
something of the financial commitments of aircraft policy. 

As regards the withdrawal of the ladies, Maconachie has difficult decision to 
take. Presence of ladies in Kabul is, of course, an embarrassment, but, if the English 
ladies were withdrawn, j ? omission] would no doubt follow suit, and this might 
shake the Ameer’s credit, and possibly precipitate crisis. On the other hand, 
nothing would be worse than the postponement of withdrawal till the crisis was 
upon us. Maconachie, however, is, and must be, the best judge of how and when to 
act, and we have every confidence in any decision he may make. 

(Repeated to Kabul.) 


E 


[12974] 
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(N 6460/6250/97] 


No. 25. 

Mr. MacDonald to Count de Saint-Aulaire. 


Your Excellency, Foreign Office , August 1J, 1924. 

I HAVE "the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note dated the 
8th August relative to the murder in Kabul of an Afghan policeman by an Italian 

g. His Majesty’s Government are in full agreement with the views of M. Herriot 
on this unfortunate incident as communicated by your Excellency, and have already 
instructed His Majesty’s Ambassador in Borne to urge the Italian Government to 
agree to a settlement on the lines recommended by the British, French and German 
representatives in Kabul, and above all, in the interests ot the Europeans in that 
capital, to impress upon the Italian Chargb d’Aflaires and colony the necessity for 

self-control. . . . . , 

3. The Italian Government, who are considerably exercised over what has occurred, 
have already requested that His Majesty’s representative should give such advice and 
assistance as he can to his Italian colleague, and that he should use moderating influence 
with the Afghan Government to prevent any hasty action on their part. they have 
also requested the good offices of His Majesty s Government for the transmission of 
telegraphic instructions to their Charge d’Affiures, facilities which I have readily 
granted. 

I have, &c. 

j. ramsay Macdonald. 


[N 6615/4/97] No. 26. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 12.) 


(No. 151.) 
(Telegraphic. 


(Telegraphic.) Kabul, August 11, 1924. 

MY No. 149. . . , . . 

Afghan Government appear to be adopting the plan of raising levies from ail 
tribes bordering upon disaffected areas with view to encircling operations. Thn 
morning, mullahs and leading sirdars, including Shah Wali, brother of Nadir Khan, 
and Haji Abdur Rasik, are being sent out for this purpose. These measures seem to 
have somewhat reassured the Bazar. An unconfirmed report is that rebels have 
abandoned Altimur. Gardez, however, is apparently still invested. Situation is less 
potentially dangerous for Europeans since the departure of fifteen Italians, including 
the leading Fascists, for India yesterday. Abdul Karim's adventure is subject of 
much comment in Kabul, and is openly attributed to British intrigue. Sher Ahmad 
"to-day was uncommunicative on military situation, but pressed for aeroplanes in 
order to convince Kabul of what Afghan Government did not doubt, viz., friendliness 
of Great Britain. 

(Repeated to North-West Frontier.) 


[N 6683/4/97] No. 27. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received August 18.) 

Sir, India Office, August 16, 1924. 

’ 1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India, dated the 15th August, on the subject of the situation in 
Khost. 

1 am, &c. 

F. W. DUKE. 
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Enclosure in No. 27. 

Government of India to India Office.—{Received August 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, August 15, 1924. 

KURRAM corroborates generally. Kabul reports of serious position of the 
Afghan troops in Khost. Troops at Gardez, Mirzakai and Pir Serai are practically 
in a state of siege. On 4th August large mixed Lashkar of Zadrans, Sulaiman Khels, 
Ghilzais and Ahmadzais of Koshin, captured Altimur Pass and seized Afghan 
convoy of 600 ponies carrying rations to Gardez. Lashkar moved northward, and on 
the night of the 4th-5th they rushed the “ Janfida ” Brigade of Afghan reinforce¬ 
ments encamped at Patkhai, took the camp and decimated the brigade. Same 
Lashkar said to be now moving against the Ali Khels. Pretender still at Utmani 
holding conversations with the mixed jirga of Mangals, Zadrans and some Ghilzais 
Kabul informed. 

[N 6689/4/97] No. 28. 

Mr. Maconachie to Lord Olivier.—{Communicated by India Office, August 18.) 
(No. 153.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, August 16, 1924. 

August 15.—My No. 151. 

There was panic here yesterday. This appears to have been caused mainly by 
hurried return of Ameer and all Ministers from Paghman to Kabul on 13th August 
and sudden postponement of public engagements, including opening of Festival of 
Independence, fixed for to-day at Paghman, for which all arrangements had been 
completed. 

Reason for this rush is not certain, but was possibly (1) inconvenience of 
directing operations from Paghman; (2) minor raid which occurred there four days 
ago; or may, perhaps, have been receipt of warning that Suleiman Khel were 
threatening Ghazni road. This last conjecture is borne out by the statement of 
Indian motor-driver, who reports that he took Abdul Aziz and Ghulam Muhammad 
(“Who’s Who,” Nos. 21 and 416) to Ghazni on 11th August. He says that they 
found Wardak and Ghazni neighbourhood disaffected and determined not to supply 
recruits. Sardars mentioned remained at Ghazni. On returning alone oil 
14th August, driver found bridge over Wardak, near Skekhabad (DS 38, BD 4), 
burning and 4,000 Sulaiman Khel astride road and destroying telephone line. They 
enquired into particulars of the Ghazni garrison. Nearest Afghan post to this 
raiding party was Kala Durani (DS 38, BD3) held by 200 infantry, 100 cavalry. 
Countryside was generally screening, if not actually joining, the" rebels. Above 
report is probably correct, except that the numbers of the rebels are almost certainly 
exaggerated. 

Council of. Mullahs reported to have been summoned yesterday by Ameer to 
sanction the declaration of Holy War against the rebels. Decision unknown. 

Logar Valley, according to information available, is quiet—at least, as far as 
Hisarak. Rumour mentions dissensions among the Mangals and victory won by the 
Government forces in Chakmani, but this may be official propaganda. 

Johnston should arrive to-morrow. 

(Addressed Katodon. Repeated to North-West Frontier.) 

[N 6691/610/97] No. 29. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 18 ) 

(No. 155.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul. August 17, 1924. 

YOUR No. 38. 

As result of inspection of Kabul aerodrome and hangars, and discussion at 
Foreign Office, Johnston considers :— 

(1.) Aerodrome and hangars satisfactory. 

(2.) That, according to the German pilots’ records, as given by themselves, 
they should be able to fly the machines after short dual demonstration by- 
British pilots. 

[ 12 9 7 4 j e 
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Procedure contemplated is that two Bristol fighters, one carrying Afghan 
officer and the other British mechanic, should fiy to Kabul and be received on arrival 
by the Afghan authorities. On the same day British pilots should demonstrate as in 
(2) above, after which they should finally leave the machines, and their responsibility 
ceases. 

I request explicit instructions by “ clear the line ’ ’ telegram whether I may 
conclude the negotiations for sale on above lines. Rebels are now stated to be within 
50 miles of Kabul. Sher Ahmed asked whether the British pilots could fly the 
machines over rebel forces while Afghan officer passenger carried out bombing. I 
declined to recommend this to His Majesty’s Government. My opinion, after fully 
consulting Johnston, is that arrival by air and demonstration as in (2) above (whicn 
would be visible from Kabul) would improve moral of local population, and possibly 
eventually affect adversely that of rebels, but that it is doubtful whether German 
pilots can be induced to take part in active air operations. Johnston informs me that 
the two machines can be delivered at Kabul within few days. If unobjectionable 
under Treaty of Versailles, I recommend that procedure' proposed above be 
sanctioned for reasons indicated in my No. 148. 


[N 6694/610/97] No. 30. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 19.) 

Sir, India Office, August 19, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India, dated the 18th August, on the subject of the supply of 
aeroplanes to Afghanistan. 

I am, &c. 

F. W. DUKE. 

Enclosure in No. 30. 

Government of India to India Office.—{Received August 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, August 18, 1924. 

KATODON No. 155. 

We assume that the last sentence of Foreign Office telegram No. 38 was simply 
meant to veto handing over the machines to German pilots direct. We can hardly 
object to Germans (lying them after Afghan Government have taken delivery from 
us, as Afghan Government have no other pilots and aeroplanes would be useless. As 
time is short, we are taking it upon ourselves to authorise Maconachie to act upon 
our responsibility without awaiting the formal orders from His Majesty’s 
Government. 

2. Aeroplanes will be ready to leave Peshawar on the 20th or the 21st, at latest. 
They will be prepared to carry one Afghan officer, who should start for Peshawar at 
once. We consider that our airmen should on no account participate in any 
offensive operations, and they will have strict instructions to that effect. They should 
fly direct to Kabul and demonstrate over Kabul as suggested and come away. 
(Repeated to Kabul.) 


N 6730/610/97] 


No. 31. 


Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—{Received August 19.) 

No. 156.) 

Telegraphic.) Kabul, August 19, 1924. 

FOLLOWING addressed to Government of India:— 

“ Your telegram of the 18th August, 1295 S, to Secretary of State for 
India. 

“ Airman will not participate in any offensive operations, but I hope that 
their instructions will be such as will leave Johnston, after consulting me, free 
hand to cdcr flight of sufficient duration to produce the required improvement 
of local moral. Johnston will telegraphic detailed arrangements to Peshawar 
after final interview with Afghan Foreign Minister to-day.” 
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[N 6751/610/97] No. 32. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—{Received August 19.) 

(No. 157.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, August 19, 1924. 

MY No. 156. 

Negotiations for the purchase of two aeroplanes by Afghan Government on 
terms which are in accordance with the Government of India's telegram, 
dated 18th August, to Secretary of State for India, concluded to-day. Sale is to be 
completed on satisfactory demonstration of the efficiency of the machines at Kabul. 
Afghan Government to pay £10,000 into Peshawar Treasury within ten days of 
delivery, subject to the subsequent refund of any excess. Question of treatment of 
the British pilots while in Kabul, vide your No. 38, arranged to Johnston’s satis¬ 
faction. He is telegraphing for machines to arrive morning of 22nd August. 
Arrangements for Afghan officer passenger being made. 


[N 6735/4/97] 


No. 33. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received A ugust 20.) 


Sir, India Office, August 19, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India, dated the 18th August, on the subject of situation in 
Khost. 

I have, &c. 


F. W. DUKE. 


Enclosure in No. 33. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, August 18, 1924. 

North-West Frontier repeats following telegram from Tochi :— 

“ Reliable man back from Gardez confirms rebel success, Altimur Pass, 
when 1,200 rifles, 5 guns and much material were captured. Pretender with 
Ahmadzais at Utmani, and appears to have attracted to his side majority of the 
Ghilzais. Minister of War is surrounded at Gardez, with only support of 
Tajiks among local population. Letter signed by Pretender as Ameer Abdul 
Karim Khan Khadim Islam has been seen by me.” 


[N 6752/4/97] No. 34. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—{Received August 20.) 

(No. 158.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul , August 20, 1924. 

FOLLOWING addressed to Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, India 

Office :— 

“ My No. 153. 

“ Feeling in Kabul is easier, partly owing to official propaganda, which is 
very active. Reports received mention retirement of Suleiman Kliel raiding 
party from Sheiabad, adherence of Wardakis to Ameer and minor successes, 
with subsequent advance by Shah Wali in Logar Valley. 

“ It is, however, certain that Altimur is still in hands of the rebels. Local 
mullahs have sanctioned declaration of holy war against them. 

“ Ghazni road is apparently clear, as Abdul Aziz and Ghulam Muhammad 
have returned to Kabul.” 


(Repeated to North-West Frontier.) 
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[N 6769/4/97] 


No. 35. 


(No. 159.) 
(Telegraph 


Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 20.) 


(Telegraphic.) Kabul , August 20,1924. 

TWO of my colleagues have asked me what I propose to do if it becomes clear 
that the Ameer’s Government can no longer ensure the safety of this Legation. I 
said that I should not feel free to leave unless ordered by my Government to do so. 
Contingency in question does not seem to be imminent at the moment. 


[N 6787/610/97] 


No. 36. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 23.) 

Sir, India Office, August 22, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India, dated the 22nd August, on the subject of the supply of 
aeroplanes to Afghanistan. 

I am, &c. 

F. W. DUKE. 


Enclosure in No. 36. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, August 22, 1924. 

FOLLOWING addressed to Kabul:— 

“ Your No. 156. 

“ Airmen are being instructed to fly by direct route to Kabul without 
deviation, whether for the purpose of impressing any particular area or any 
other purpose. Once they have reached Kabul, question of duration, &c., of 
demonstration flights will be within the discretion of yourself and Johnston, 
provided that onr airmen do not fly in the vicinity of any area under actual 
operations.” 

(Repeated Secretary of State for India.) 


[N 6789/610/97] 


No. 37. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 23.) 

Sir, India Office, August 22, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India, dated the 22nd August, on the subject of aeroplanes for 
Afghanistan. 

I am, &c. 

F. W. DUKE. 

Enclosure in No. 37. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) - Simla, August 22, 1924. 

TWO aeroplanes left Peshawar 7-45 this morning and reached Kabul safely 
9 o’clock. 
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[N 6834/4/97] No. 38. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 25.) 

Sir, India Office, August 22, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India, on the subject of the possibility of the withdrawal of the 
British Legation from Kabul. 

I am, &c. 

F. W. DUKE. 


Enclosure in No. 38. 

Government of India to His Majesty's Minister (Kabul). 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, August 22, 1924. 

KATODON No. 159. 

Contingency to which you refer is constantly in the mind of the Government of 
India. Though they agree that it does not seem to be imminent at the moment, they, 
of course, rely on you to continue to keep them fully informed as to developments. 
(Repeated to Secretary of State for India.) 


[N 6845/610/97] No. 39. 

xSj» 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 25.) 

(No. 160.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, August 23, 1924. 

1 HAVE received official letter from Sher Ahmed which, on basis of alleged 
statements by ITumphrys and myself, requests the immediate supply, on payment, of 
3,000 short Lee-Enfield -303 rifles with 3,000,000 rounds of ammunition, 30 light 
machine guns with 180,000 rounds and 4 9-pounder guns with 400 rounds of 
ammunition. I have asked for more accurate specification, and before making any 
recommendation propose to request audience with Ameer for discussion of Waziristan 
and other outstanding questions. Meanwhile, His Majesty’s Government and 
Government of India may possibly wish to consider particulars of availability and 
price as well as wider aspects of present application {vide Kabul despatch No. 56, 
dated 4th December, 1923, paragraph No. 6 (4)). 


[N 6846/610/97] No. 40. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 25.) 

(No. 161.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, August 24, 1924. 

YOUR telegram No. 40 reached me last night; but all flights, last of which was 
made this morning, have been in strict accordance with the orders contained therein 
and carried out only in the vicinity of Kabul. Delivery of the machines was taken 
by Afghan Government, and receipts for them, as in good and serviceable condition, 
held by me, are signed by the officiating Foreign Minister. Arrival and 
demonstration appear to have produced most satisfactory results locally, and Afghan 
Government have been greatly impressed by efficiency of the British pilots and 
machines. All Royal Air Force personnel were received in audience to-day by the 
Ameer and have left for Peshawar. Fuller report follows by despatch. 
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[N 6887/4/97] No. 41. 

India 0ffice to Foreign Office.—(Received August 27.) 

Sir, India Office, August 26, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from the 
Government of India, dated the 25th August, on the subject of Ivhost situation. 

I am, &c. 

F. W. DUKE. 


Enclosure in No. 41. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, August 25, 1924. 

NORTH-WEST Frontier wires following Kurram report:— 

“ Ahmadzais seem definitely out. Road from Peiwar to Gardez closed. 
Abdul Karim has raised Lashkar estimates at 8,000 to attack Gardez. He has 
married a Zadrani and an Ahmadzai. Mullah Mahmud has been asked by Kabul 
to go to Khost and issue an ‘amrimaruf.’ He has replied pointing out that it will 
be expensive.” 


[N 6914/4/97] No. 42. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 27.) 

No. 163.) 

Telegraphic.) ' Kabul, August 26, 1924. 

FOLLOWING addressed to Katodon :— 

“ MY No. 158. 

“ Suleiman Khel from Sheikhabad have apparently attacked Ghazni, and 
have been repulsed with light casualties. Two Government pickets in Logar 
reliably reported wiped out by night attack on 23rd-24th August. Wardek is 
now stated to have joined rebels and local Governor to have fled to Kabul AH 
quiet here and on road to India. Situation seems unlikely to change materially 
until plans for encircling movement, referred to in my telegram No. 151, mature, 
provided that the Government forces can avoid defeat until then. In this 
connection consul at Kandahar reports the raising of 2,000 tribal levies there. 
Hazaras are also stated to be coming forward. 

“ It seems probable that the Wazirs and Mahsuds are being invited to assist 
as mercenaries. 1 propose to warn the Ameer on the subject, but it is doubtful 
whether, in his present situation, he could afford to deny himself their assistance, 
even if he wished.” 

(Repeated to the North-West Frontier.) 


|_N 6925/4/97] No. 43. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 29.) 

Sir, India Office, August 28, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India on the subject of the Khost rebellion. 

I am, &e. 

A. HIRTZEL. 


Enclosure in No. 43. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, August 27, 1924. 

FOLLOWING from ‘‘North-West Frontier” :— 

“ No fresh activity is reported from Khost. Rebels do not seem able to 
follow up successes; on the contrary, Kurram reports Atghan successes by 
General Ghulam Nabi, commanding at Hisarak, about 16th August, in which 
number of casualties were inflicted on the rebels. Chaknawar Mulla is said to 
be with general. Abdul Karim remaining at Utmani trying to collect lashkar 
to attack Gardez. [? Ahmadzai] Ghilzais seem definitely to have joined the 
rebels. 

“ Some Kurram Maliks, who were permitted to visit General Muhammad 
Sadik, say that the Afghan forces are closely watched by Mangals, and have 
little liberty of movement. His object in sending for them was to get them to 
persuade Spingund tribes not to side with the rebellious Torgund. Proclamation 
has been issued to commanders at Chakmani and Gardez calling on rebels, as 
good Muslims, to make peace, as Ameer has abolished the Nizam-Nama.” 

(Repeated to Kabul.) 


[N 6942/4/97] No. 44. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 29.) 

(No. 165.) 

(Telegaphic.) Kabul , August 27, 1924. 

YOUR No. 33 and my No. 160. 

Ameer gave me audience to-day. He was very cordial, but obviously unwell and 
worried. 1 said that the officiating Foreign Minister had insisted on reciprocity as 
the guiding principle of Anglo-Afghan relations, and I accepted this. I had 
recently received request for supply of aeroplanes, arms and motor lorries, but the 
attitude of my Government was more likely to be sympathetic if they were assured 
that the Afghan Government really intended to act on the principle on which they 
insisted. Although Abdul Karim’s arrival has made Khost somewhat awkward 
text, I quoted rejection of Mangals’ application to the North-West Frontier 
authorities, friendly attitude of loeal British towards Afghan officers, immediate 

public disavowal by the Government of India of Abdul Karim, and supply of 

aeroplanes at a time when all were needed in India, and asked, 

on principle of reciprocity, for overt action by Ameer in case of 

recalcitrant Mahsuds visiting Afghanistan (particularly Musa Klmn), Wazir and 
Mahsud colonists, Finnis murderers and Mahendra Pratap. I [ ? omission] ora 11) 
substance of Katodon No. 80, correctness of which Ameer admitted, and I left 
unofficial aide-memoire on Chagmalai and C'haisan Kad raids, and Finnis case. 

1 added concrete information tended to show that Kutab Khan had been told to raise 
Mahsud mercenaries for service in Khost. This would arouse suspicion that 
Khassadars were being re-embodied and old trans-frontier connections maintained 
under the plea of necessity. Ameer listened patiently and took notes of each point. 

He said that he confirmed every promise made to TIumphrys of which I had 
reminded him, and asked where the land was which had been given to the colonists 
concerned in raids mentioned. I said either in Logar, Charkh, or Bek Samand. 
He said that 1 must know enough of his present situation to realise that it was 
absolutely impossible for him to confiscate the land in those areas at the moment. 
Directly his present difficulties were over he would make good his undertakings. Fie 
had given no encouragement to Musa Khan, and would renew the orders that none 
was "to be given by local Afghan officials. If Musa Khan claimed the rank of a 
General in Afghan army, it was self-conferred. At a time when he was in trouble 
with Mullahs throughout the country and charged with heresy, he could not possibly 
(as parallel to our action in case of Abdul Karim) issue proclamation on frontier 
disowning Mahometan leader who was fighting British. Fie would, however, make 
it clear bv his actions that he was giving Musa no encouragement. Fie would 
arrest the Finnis murderers if he could find them, would stop Mahendra Pratap’s 
anti-British propaganda, and endeavour to hasten his departure from Afghanistan. 

[TJ974] F 
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He solemnly renewed promise that Khassadars would not, in any form, be retained 
or re-embodied. Kutab would only act against the Mangals. 

Long discussion regarding Abdul Karim followed, during which I pointed out 
difficulties of refugees problem, on the lines of the Government of India’s 
telegram No. 1221-S, and told the Ameer that, according to my latest information, 
refugees with families in India numbered 1,060. Ameer said that the incident had 
given rise to much anti-British propaganda, although he was personally satisfied 
that the British authorities had given, and were giving, no support to Abdul Karim. 

He reminded me of the correctness of his own attitude in the selection of 
delegates for great Assembly, and stated that the report, when issued, would show 
that he had guided the deliberations in the direction of rapprochement with British. 
He regretted that his present situation afforded no opportunities for proving his 
determination to work to this end. 

Comments. —Ameer has his back to the wall, and, at the present juncture, there 
is little possibility of testing the sincerity of his statements. Although members 
of the Afghan Government do not, in my opinion, believe the anti-British propaganda 
regarding Abdul Karim, it is prevalent here, and probably encouraged by— 

1. Officers in the field, to account for their own failure to settle local problems. 

2. Afghan Government, in order to facilitate the acceptance by the public of 

declaration of Holy War against the rebels. 

I did not mention Hand Shah, as. on the strength of telegram No. 56-B from 
Bureau, Peshawar, T had induced the officiating Foreign Minister yesterday to issue 
orders in writing for his immediate arrest to new Governor of Jalalabad if found 
within the latter’s jurisdiction. 

Recommendations regarding arms and motor lorries follows. 


TN 6968/610/971 No. 45. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received August 30.) 

(No. 166.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul Alienist 28, 1924. 

MY No. 160 and No. 165. 

Machine guns are now explained to mean Lewis guns, and 9-pounder guns to be 
10-pounder pack artillery guns. 

Please refer to correspondence ending with your No. 22. 15th December, 1922, 
and relevant numbers between 356 and No. 168 of “Afghan” series 5. 

My views are as follows : Answer to the application depends mainly on military 
considerations, especially the possibility of arms passing into the hands of the 
frontier tribes. (I understand that pack artillery and Lewis guns are regarded as 
‘omparatively harmless in hands of tribesmen.) Tn view of the poor quality and 
doubtful loyalty of present Afghan troops and tribal auxiliaries respectively, that 
possibility cannot be ignored, and no undertaking, however sincere, by Afghan 
Government would obviate it. T discussed this point' f ? omitted : with] Sher Ahmad, 
who said that quantities of arms hitherto lost in action had been grossly exaggerated! 
and admitted cases of sale by Afghan soldiers. Possibility of Ameer’s downfall 
should not affect the decision, since in that event majority of his present armaments 
(in comparison with which quantity now asked for is probably very small) would 
fall into the hands of the tribes, while if he is successful, he mav be expected to 
retain the arms, recover large proportion of those lost and be under obligation to us 
for any assistance given. 

So far as I am competent to appreciate the situation, therefore, gamble involved 
in supplying arms at present juncture seems to be well worth while, but it would be 
better to refuse the request altogether than to offer “dud” weapons. 

Full and fair price should be charged, since, at the moment, expense is apparently 
no object to the Ameer, who would, therefore, not properly appreciate reduction. If 
successful, however, he will certainly be in financial difficulties, and, should he then 
fulfil the undertaking reported in my Katodon No. 165, it might be good policy, after 
Humphrys’s return, to make partial refund. 
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[N 6961/21/97] No 46. 

Extracts from Diaries of Military Attache, Kabul.—(Received September 1.) 


(1.) —Extract from Paragraph 6 oj Diary for Week ended July 11. 

S. FRANOESCANGELLI, an Italian engineer, has informed a member of 
this Legation that almost all the Italians have decided to leave Afghanistan at the 
earliest opportunity, partly because they are not being paid regularly, partly because 
they are being ousted from their jobs in favour of Germans, and partly because 
they have had several fracas with Afghans. His account of two of these fracas is 
illuminating as regards Italian methods of dealing with Orientals. In one instance 
he had used his stick on a Post Office official in the Post Office for refusing to rednect 
letters to certain Italians at Jalalabad without further payment, and throwing the 
letters on the floor. Other Post Office officials and some other Italians and Geimans 
who happened to be present joined in the ensuing mel4e, which was eventually put a 
stop to by the police. On the second occasion he had grappled with and thrown 
out into the street a Foreign Office official who had spoken rudely to a friend of his. 

The cumulative effect of these incidents and such incidents as those described 
in Diary No. 21 of 1924, paragraph 10, and Diary No 23 of 1924, paragraph 9 
(sub-paragraph (a) 3), cannot lie otherwise than bad and only serves to ipcrease the 
unpopularity of Europeans in general amongst the Afghans. 

(2.)—Extract from Paragraph 5 o] Diary for Week ended August 1. 

Reference paragraph 6 (Italians) of Diary No. 25 of 1924. The fracas in the 
Afghan Post Office has had a tragic sequel. On the 27 July an Italian engineei 
** named Piparno, one of those who had been concerned in the fracas, was sent for to 
appear before the police commandant. He refused to obey the summons, whereupon 
orders were issued for his arrest. One of seven policemen, who are said to have 
armed themselves with rifles of the guard on the Italian s house, was shot dead by 
Piparno in endeavouring to effect his arrest, whereupon the remainder fled, lhe 
three Italians in the house then appear to have barricaded themselves in the house 
fearing the worst. Two hours later a large body of police, accompanied bv a mob, 
and by the secretary of the Italian Legation, appeared on the scene, lhe last 
named persuaded them to give themselves up and they were removed to the police 
station, S. Franeeseangelli. another of the Italians concerned in the assault on the 
Post Office official, being severely handled in the process Piparno was kept m 
custody and the other two Italians were released. . 

Both the latter were seen the same evening by members of this Legation, and 
S. Franeeseangelli s appearance bore evidence of the rough handling lie had 
. received at the hands of the police and mob Their version of the incident was that 
the police broke open the door of Piparno’s room, and, seeing a crowd of armed men 
bearing down upon him, the latter lost his head and fired. Both appeared thoroughly 
unnerved and said that, though the British colony might think badly of. them, we 
had no idea of the treatment the Italians had received at the hands of their Afghan 
employers—insults and lies, nothing ever done for them, made to serve under 
Germans, treated like dogs, &c. 

The extent to which the Italians have lost their nerve can be gathered from the 
fact that almost the entire colony moved into the Italian Legation immediately alter 

the the indent did not have much effect on the local populace, it being 

generally considered that the police had badly bungled their task of arresting 

PiPa On°the 30th July the Italian Charge d'Affaires, who appeared to be on the 
verge of a nervous collapse, informed His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires that Piparno 
had been condemned to death without any defence being heard, and that his 
legation had not been represented at the trial. He also stated that he would be 
unable to control his colony in the event of Pinarno’s execution, rhis dangerous 
state of affairs was borne out by the German Charge d Affaires, who said that the 
Italians were enraged with the Italian Charge d’Affaires for his cowardice and 
irresolution, and were talking of reprisals on Afghans if Piparno were executed. 

[12974] F 2 
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A meeting was held on the 31st July between the Trench Minister and the 
German, Italian, and His Majesty’s Charges d’Affaires. It was decided that the 
Italian Cliarg4 d’Affaires, who had hitherto only made oral requests, which the 
Afghans had either ignored or rejected, should make official representations in 
writing and ask to be informed officially of the proceedings of the trial, and that 
he should, at the same time, open negotiations with the relatives of the deceased 
policeman with a view to accepting blood-money. 

Simultaneously, the Trench Minister, German Charge d’Affaires, and His 
Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires would make friendly and informal representations 
similar in purport, but separately, to the Afghan Government, not questioning the 
competence of the Afghan courts (which all Italians are subject to by their 
contracts), but pointing out the very painful impression that would be preated in 
their countries by the execution without fair trial according to Western ideas, and 
particularly if tile execution were to be carried out publicly, as was rumoured to 
be contemplated, or in an inhuman manner. 

The above meeting was attended by a delegate from the Italian colony, who 
declined to be represented by their Charge d’Affaires. This individual made an 
hysterical speech, voicing the determination of the Italians to save Piparno or die 
with him. 

His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires was informed later in the day by the 
officiating Foreign Minister that public feeling in Kabul was dangerously excited 
and that, though he had increased the guard on the Italian Legation, any violence 
on the part of the latter would lend to their massacre. In such circumstances he 
could not, he said, take any responsibility for the safety of the British Legation. 
This attitude he maintained even when reminded of Afghanistan’s treaty obligations. 

He stated that the proceedings of the trial in the second of the three courts 
through which the case has to pass had that day been forwarded to the third and 
highest court. He had not, he said, read them, but understood that Piparno had 
been condemned to death. He could give no date for the trial before the third 
court. 

Meanwhile, negotiations are said to be proceeding with regard to the acceptance 
of blood-money. 

Bazaar rumours are contradictory as to whether this form of settlement will be 
effected, and it is said that certain mullahs are endeavouring to oppose it. 


[N 7001/4/97J No. 47. 

Mr. MaconacMe to Mr. MacDonald. -(Receirrd September 2.) 

(No. 167.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, September 1, 1924. 

MY No. 163. 

Rebel attack in Logar resulted m lines of communication being cut at Tangi 
Wagfasteran [?Waghjan] (d.s.38 f.a.4). Communication re-established 28th 
August after some fighting. About seventy-five | corrupt group] have arrived here 
since 29th August. 

Latest reports, which require confirmation, state that the Government troops 
have reached the foot of Altimur Pass without resistance. There is some reason to 
think that the main rebel effort L now being directed against Ghazni. 

Twelve hundred tribesmen of the Eastern Province from Kunar reached Kabul 
30th August. These are of noticeably poor quality. Majority have been despatched 
to the front. Rumours of Hazara levies approaching Ghazni to support the garrison 
are current. 

Consul at Kandahar reports local nervousness, poor response by tribes to 
Government appeal, and that direct communications with Kabul are cut. 

German pilot is under orders to drop (corrupt group] over disaffected areas, 
but since 28th August weather has been unsuitable for flying. 

Persian Legation ladies have left for India, but, in my opinion, not much 
significance should be attached to this. 

Although situation remains serious, threat to Kabul seems to have been 
temporarily averted, and Abdul Karim to be wasting time. This should be to 
advantage of the Afghan Government. 

(Repeated to North-West Frontier.) 
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[N 7013/4/97] No. 48. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(.Received September 2.) 

(No. 168.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, September 2, 1924. 

FOLLOWING addressed to Government of India :— 

“Katodon No. 165. 

“Letter from Afghan Foreign Office, as orally explained, requests me to 
negotiate the purchase of the following for the Afghan Government: (a) motor- 
lorries, 50: (b) petrol tanks (motor), 2; (<?) Bowser petrol tanks, of capacity of 
40,000 gallons, 1; (d) super-Sentinel steam tractors with trailers, 5; (e) Hudson 
touring cars, 20. Supply of necessary spares and drivers for above are also 
required. Slier Ahmad explained that all details of the type, price, &c., were 
left to me. 

“I pointed out improbability of Government of India agreeing to buy on 
behalf of Afghan Government, and he finally accepted my suggestion that 
Mohamed Ishak (‘ Who’s Who,’ 527) should lie sent to India to effect the 
purchases himself. Be is to call on you with letter from me, and 1 recommend 
according such of the following facilities as may be possible: — 

“1. Advice by j (military) mechanical transport expert; Lewis, Army 
Headquarters, and Wing Commander Johnston supplying information regarding 
local conditions. 

“2. Precaution against Indian firms seizing the opportunity for profiteering 
afforded by present necessities of Ameer. Under this head introductions to firms 
could perhaps be given, with recommendation for some reduction in price if 
large order is placed, and, in view 7 of opening for establishment of future trade 
connection with Afghanistan. 

“3. Facilities for visitfs] to Chaklala, and for purchase, if desired, of 
reconditioned Government lorries there. 

“4. Co-operation regarding rebate of Indian import duty on conditions 
stated in Humphrys’s letter No. 320, 24th September, 1923. 

“5. Facilities for speedy shipment by rail to Peslmwmr of goods purchased. 

“ Note .—It would be advisable to warn sellers to insist on payment on 

delivery.” 

(Repeated to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.) 


(N 7006/610/97] No. 49. 

India Office to Foreign Oljiec.—(Received September 3.) 

Sir, India Office, September 2, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from the 
Government of India on the subject of the supply of arms, &c., to Afghanistan. 

1 am, &c. 

A. H1RTZEL. 

Enclosure in So. 49. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, September L, 1924. 

KATODON No. 166 and previous telegrams. 

We see no reason to alter our opinion that, as Afghanistan can procure arms freely 
whence she pleases, advantage lies on the whole in her procuring them from us. If we 
refused the Afghan Government’s present request, she would resent the refusal of 
assistance in hour of need and take immediate steps to get arms elsewhere. Nadir Khan 
would presumably have little difficulty iu persuading the French Government to take 
special steps to expedite the supply. We required therefore that munitions specified 
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should be supplied at once, with the exception of the guns. We are telegraphing 
details regarding cost separately to Kabul. Arms would not actually be new, but 
would be absolutely serviceable and in the same condition as those issued to our own 
troops. Guns are not at present available. Possibility of supplying is being further 
examined in case the Afghan Government press for them. But as we should on 
the whole prefer that the Afghan Government should do without them, we think that 
Maconachie should content himself with expressing regret, and should not volunteer 
an} reference to the possibility of being able to supply hereafter. Should Afghan 
Government persist, however, in request, w r e think that it is better that they should 
have our guns—ammunition of which we can control—than those of other countries. 

(Repeated to Kabul.) 


[N 7035/610/97] No. 50. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald .—{Received September 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul , September 3, 1924. 

IT is reported, though not yet confirmed, that the Russian Legation has offered 
to supply the Afghan Government with four aeroplanes, complete with pilots, very 
shortly, and that it is proposed to fly these machines to Kabul. 


[N 7019/4/97] 


No. 51. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received September 4.) 

gj rj India Office , September 3, 1924. 

’ I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India on the subject of the Khost rebellion. 

I am, &c. 

A. HIRTZEL. 

Enclosure in No. 51. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Simla September 2, 1924. 

FOLLOWING from the North-West Frontier, dated 1st September 

“ Following is summary of latest reports from Paraehinar : 

“ Abdul Karim is generally accepted as Ameer by Southern Province with 
exception of Ghansuddin (‘Who’s Who,’ 385), who escaped from Kabul and 
arrived at Gardez 15th August. It is known that Abdul Karim is slave-born, 
but fact is discounted by the belief that Habibulla was same. It is believed that 
the British Government acquiesce in the claims of Yakub’s family, as they are 
rightful claimants and have been long in exile. Success of the Afghans under 
Nabi Khan, who arrived at Hisarak 10th August, was much exaggerated in 
previous reports. On 3rd August three more regiments arrived from Kabul at 
Kalangar under Abdul Aziz [ \ Kuddus] and Shah Wall. Rebel lashkar 
engaged them on 24th August between Hisarak and Kalangar. Fighting 
continued into night, when rebels mopped up two battalions, capturing machine 
guns. Remnant of the Afghan force is besieged in Kalangar Gardez is closely 
invested. Nearly all the Ghilzais have joined the rebels, and Ghilzai migration 
is unlikely during continuance of the present situation." 

We are renewing efforts to get Abdul Karim discredited, and calling for special 
reports on Powindah migration, which will be valuable barometer of likely course <>' 
the revolt On present information, we are not justified in accepting, without 
considerable reserve, Kurram report that nearly all the Ghilzais have joined the 

rebels. 
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[N 7055/610/97] No. 52. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—{Received September 5.) 

(No. 171.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, September 4, 1924. 

MY No. 170. 

European in touch with Russian Legation confirms report. He says that four 
machines have been offered free, to be delivered by air from ( ?Termez] within one 
month, provided that Russian pilots and mechanics are thereafter employed by 
Afghan Government. Another states that further stipulation is that Kabul- 
Mazar-i-Sharif road should be made fit for motors throughout up to Russian 
frontier, alleged reason being necessity of speedy transport of personnel and 
accessories. 

From Russian standpoint, wisdom of this move seems open to question, since it 
advertises anxiety for Afghan friendship, and nervousness regarding Anglo-Afghan 
rapprochement. Afghan Government probably view the offer with suspicion 
(especially the proviso regarding Russian personnel, fulfilment of which would, in 
my opinion, be generally unpopular in Kabul -—vide my despatch No. 104, 
29th August), but may be expected to accept it owing to (1) present difficulties of 
internal situation; (2) poverty; (3) hope that His Majesty's Government may thereby 
be alarmed, induced to make counter-bid and so drawn into political auction. 

If negotiations are concluded successfully, and machines reach Kabul, T should 
expect the Russian personnel to find their hands tied by official suspicion and' 
interference. 

In my opinion, it would be inadvisable that I should display any interest 
whatever in present Russian offer. 


[N 7100/21/97] No. 53. 

Extracts from Diary of Military Attache, Kabul, for Week ending August 8, 1924. — 

{Received September 8.) 

1. Khost and Simt-i-Janubi disturbances. 

Events in connection with the rebellion have moved rapidly during the past 
week. 

It appears that Muhammad Wali Khan allowed the rebels to gain possession of the 
Altimur Pass and thus cut his communications with Kabul. The chief of the General 
Staff’, Ghund Mishar Abdul Hamid Khan, was apparently entrusted with the task of 
reopening the road to Gardez and left Kabul on the 29th July with the two battalions 
and three or four guns reported in paragraph 2 (i) of Diary No. 28 of 1924. Reports 
indicate that his force was surprised on the 2nd August north of the Altimur Pass. 
He himself w'as killed and, in addition to his force suffering severe casualties, two guns 
and four machine guns are reported to have been captured by the rebels. 

On the evening of the 3rd August news of severe fighting at Hisarak 
(D.S. 38-F., A-4) began to leak through. Reliable information regarding this fighting 
w'as received on the 4th August from a German engineer in Afghan employ named 
Weynert, who arrived from Hisarak that evening. He had left Hisarak, where he was 
employed on the construction of a bridge over the Logar River, that morning 
at 8 o’clock. He reported that trouble in this district started with the murder of the 
local Governor, one Mullah Abdul Majid (“Who’s Who,” No. 84). Severe fighting, in 
which he stated about 600 infantry with twelve machine guns were engaged, started at 
6 o’clock on the 3rd August aud suddenly ceased at 8 o’clock. He was unable to say 
which side had been victorious, as his knowledge of Persian was limited, but the troops 
appeared to him to be fraternising with the rebels after the action. He saw' at least 
thirty killed and wounded of each side. He was not molested in any way, and both 
troops and “ rebels” assured him that he himself was in no danger. The telephone line 
between Gardez and Hisarak, he said, was cut, and before leaving for Kabul on the 
morning of the 4th August he heard heavy guufire in the direction of Gardez. The 
inhabitants of the Hisarak district are believed to be Tajiks, but the officiating Foreign 
Minister has informed His Majesty’s Chargfi d’Affaires that the trouble at that place 
was caused by Ahmedzais. 
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The news of this fighting atoned the people of Kabul very considerably, and they 
at once concluded thaf the pretender had advanced to w.thm staking distance of the 
capital Certain quarters—the Sher Darwaza and Kiz.lba.sh quartets in particular 
commence'1 taking defensive measures and declared their 

Manuals The arrest of all members of the rebel tribes m Kabul on the 5th Au 0 ust 
and the hurried despatch of troops by motor lorries (r,dr parttoraph 2. did Mt seive to 
lessen the m-e vail iii anxiety. The German officers attending the W a. Office leportert 
a 3 Wh state of tension amongst the staff. They were, they sad not asked for anj 
advice and were told nothing. Anv information they got was derived from thei 
interpreters. From this source they gathered that the Afghan ^°P S - in 

those despatched from Kabul to reopen communications with Gardez, we.e isolated 
three main portions—at Garde z, Ahmed Khel and in Chakmam country. 

In addition to despatching all available reinforcements by motor lornes^tl 
following steps were taken by the Afghan Government to deal with the situation . 

(i.) Abdul Aziz Khan (“ W.W.,” 21) was appointed officiating Minister of War on 

t\\ \ Naib S'dar NuhnKhan (“ W.W.,” 728) and Ghulam Nahi Khan (“ W.W.,” 426) 
(U ° to tbe front oiAhe 4th August. The latter is said to 

possess great influence in the upper Logar Valley, hut lie is xepoited to 
have remarked that he was being sent too late to be of any use. 

(iii.) A proclamation was posted up in the bazaars on the oth August cal upaU 
men who have served in the army since the time of Ameer Abdul Rahman, 
promising pay of 80 rupees (Kabuli) per month, and threatening confisca¬ 
tion of property in cases of non-compliance. Men are lepoited to ho 
responding in considerable numbers. . , 

(iv) 1 500 infantry, employed on construction work at Dnr-nl-Amnn and aiig-i- 
0 ’ Gliani, wic ordered to report at the War OlHce on the morning ol the 5th 
August for despatch to the front. 

Other measures which are said to have been taken are . . ... 

(a) Despatch of instructions by the Ameer to the Khost Wazirs, Shinwaris an. 

Hazaras, calling on them for co-operation against the labels 
(,b ) Arram-emonts for reinforcements to he sent down from lurkestau. (ihis 
information was imparted by Colonel Kix, of the boviet Legation, to a 
member of the Persian Legation.) ^ 

(c ) Despatch of officers on recruiting duty to Kohistan. . , 

\d!) Despatch of instructions to Jalalabad to forward a farther supply of the 
recently purchased arms and ammunition which are stored m that place, 

Up till the tith August inclusive, lorries were largely used for the conveyance of 
troops ammunition and "supplies down the Logar Valley. The local supply ot petiol, 
however, then gave out, mill now almost every tonga in Kabul has been commandeered 

t0 ™u“sTtoortinfto e ,S that on the Oth August five Sikh motor drivers in Afghan 

eaipioy applied t^be registered^Jlrltish sillyects^^ ^ ^ Kileh-i- 

Luleh Information was, however, received on the 8th August from a German engineer 
that the wireless masts were being utilised for the carnage of cable m connection with 
the supply of current for arc lamps (probably tor loading of ammunition by nuht). 

Information from several sources indicates that the Afghan command is now 
endeavouring to capture the Altimur Pass by means of simultaneous attacks, fiom the 
north and tVom Gardez. From this it appears that Muhammad Wall Khan s force at 

the latter place has never actually been invested. , < nn Him 

The officiating Foreign Minister informed His Majesty s Charge d Attunes on tl 
Oth August that no Suleman Khel arc Involved in the rehe hon, but ... orraat,on from 
ether sources, apart from the arrest of members ol this tribe in Kabul, appeals t. 

di8P "Z;“'rieut that the Pretender, Abdul Karim, is in command of the 
rebels on the Altimur Pass, that he is punishing prisoners by torture, and that he has 
started issuing his 0,111 coinage. It is also said that he has written letters to many 

1)e ° P Since K it ’’has become more generally known that tighting is now taking place at a 
Greater distance from the capital and that the Government troops are acting on the 
offensive, the feeling of tension 111 Kabul lias slightly relaxed. 


41 


The seriousness of the situation early in the week, coupled with the possibilities of 
increased anti-European feeling caused by the Italian murder case (vide paragraph 5 o 
Diary No. 28 of 1924) and of the rebellion spreading northwards across the road to 
Jalalabad, lias rendered it necessary to consider the advisability of sending ladies out 
of the country. 

This question has been under consideration by all the foreign Legations, and some, 
including this Legation, have made all preparations to send their women folk to India 
at short notice. 

Present conditions between Kabul and Jalalabad cannot be said to be satisfactory. 
Raids have occurred during the past week between Nimla and Jagdalak. In one of 
these, Utkhels (Kuchis) were implicated, and reports from independent sources have 
been received that the Khugianis are sending their families into the hills preparatory to 
raiding. 

# * 0 * * * 

3. The Great Assembly. 

(i.) With reference to paragraph 3 (i) of Diary No. 28 ot 1924. Hie rumours 
current last week regarding the decisions arrived at by the Great Assembly have in the 
main proved to he correct, according to information fiotn a source believed to be reliable, 
and corroborated from several other independent sources. 

Further details are as follows:— 

(a.) Uasht Nafari. —Very heated discussion took place on this subject—the 
system being almost unanimously opposed and particularly by the delegates 
from Kandahar. 

The Ameer is reported to have spoken very strongly to the delegates 
and to have told them that their opposition displayed a complete lack ot 
responsibility in that they refused to agree to fresh taxation wherewith to 
render feasible the voluntary system they proposed as an alternative. 
After prolonged discussion, it was decided that the existing system should 
continue. 

The exemption fee, however, is to he reduced from 000 to 300 rupees 
(Kabuli), and a conscripted recruit is to he allowed to produce a substitute 
in lieu of paying the exemption fee. 

(h.) Female Education. —To he restricted in schools to girls under the age of 1 1. 
The Ameer is said to have been much impressed by the opposition to female 
education, and many believe that the school in Kabul will not reopen when 
the present vacation comes to an end. 

(c.) Fundamental Code. —( Utilises of the code qualifying orders of the Shariat 
'regarding scale of punishments, marriages, number of wives allowed, &c., 
are to be cancelled forthwith, and religious law is to he strictly followed by 
all courts. 

(d.) Foreign Eolations. — (i.) Russia’s attitude was severely criticised, particularly 
by the delegates from Northern Afghanistan, who laid stress on the fate of 
Bokhara. Certain delegates are reported to have been in favour of passing 
a vote of censure 011 the Foreign Office tor its failure to make Russia fulfil 
treaty obligations. 

(ii.) The Turks were severely criticised for their action regarding the 
Caliphate, and some mullah delegates are reported to have classified them 
as infidels. It was decided to cancel article 3 of the Turco-Afghan Treaty, 
which acknowledges Turkey’s religious suzeiaintv. 

(iii.) Strengthening of friendly relations with Great Britain and Persia 
was advocated. 

(e.) Khost Rebellion. — A proposal to send a delegation from the Assembly 1o the 
rebels was put forward. The Ameer is said to have opposed it on the 
ground that the rebels would possibly think that the Afghan Government 
were suing for peace. A letter, however, is believed to have been 
despatched to the rebels, signed by the Ameer and certain delegates. If 
they refuse to come to terms, the Ameer is reported to have expiessed his 
determination to “ exterminate the Mangals.” 

[12974] G 
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(ii.j The general impression prevails that the Ameer gave in to all the delegates’ 
main demands, with the exception of that for the abolition of the Hasht Nafari system. 

Mullah Chaknaur, in an address made at the Juma Mosque on Friday, the 
1st August, is reported to have eulogised the Ameer for having agreed to all 
suggestions made by the religious leaders of the country. The Nizamnameh had, he 
said, now been brought completely into line with the Shariat, and even sentences in the 
code, about which there could be the least doubt, had been expunged 

(iii.) The majority of the delegates have dispersed to their homes, but a certain 
number, including Muhasil, Umar son of Bazwan (Kuda Khel) and Badshah Gul, are 
reported to be staying on in Kabul tor the anniversary ot independence festivities, 
which have been announced to open at Paghman on the 13th August. 

Many rumours are current that the Kandahar delegates have been looted by the 
Simt-i-Janubi rebels of all their possessions, including their commemorath e medals. 

(iv.) Bakhtiar Khan, son of Khalid Khan, Plalimzai of Gandap, and a resident of 
Halimzai Korana (Siiabkadar) is reported to have attended the assembly. 

# * * * * * 

5. Foreigners in Afghanistan. 

Italians. —Reference paragraph 5 of Diary No. 28 of 1924. No information has 
yet been received as to the date for the commencement of Piparno’s trial before the 
third court. 

The King of Italy is reported to have sent a personal wire to the Ameer agreeing 
to Piparno’s trial under Afghan law, but requesting that a death sentence should not be 
carried out. 

Meanwhile, the Italian Chargd d’Affaires, with the support of tiie French, German 
and British Legations, is pressing for facilities to assist the accused in the coming trial 
and is continuing his efforts to get in touch with the relatives of the deceased 
policeman. 

He appears to be hopeful of the latter negotiations, but it seems hardly likely that 
the relatives have been given, as is stated by the Afghan Government, a free hand to 
settle the case. The Persian Minister and German Charge d’Affaires regard Pipavno’s 
execution as almost certain. 

The hotheads of the Italian colony are now calmer, but are still very bitter against 
their Charge d'Affaires. Two of the Fascisti leaders of the Italian colony gave their 
word of honour at the French Legation on the 2nd August to the French Minister, 
German, Italian and His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires that they ^ould preserve the 
peace and do their best to prevent others of the Italian colony losing their heads. It 
is hoped that certain of the more unstable members of the Italian colony will be 
despatched to India on the 10th August. 

The Afghan Government appear anxious to facilitate their departure and have 
placed two lorries for the purpose at the disposal of the Italian Legation. The 
departure of these individuals will, at the present juncture, remove one cause of 
anxiety which has added considerably to the complexity of the present situation. 

###### 


[N 7162/4/97] No. 54. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received September 9.) 

(No. 173.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, September 8, 1924. 

FOLLOWING addressed to Government of India :— 

“My telegram No. 1(58 of the 1st September last. 

“Afghan Government have now abandoned the idea of Muhammad Ishak 
Khan’s visiting India, and at present require only twenty reconditioned lorries 
to be sold to them direct by Government of India. Please telegraph particulars 
of any available and price.” 

(Repeated to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.) 
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[N 7178/610/97] No. 55 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received September 9.) 

(No. 174.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, September 8, 1924 

MY No. 171. 

1 have received request for 100 more 20-lb. aeroplane bombs and fifty 112-lb. 
bombs. I recommend supply to the Afghan trade agent in Peshawar, if balance from 
drafts sent to Government of India is sufficient to cover the cost; otherwise on 
payment. 

Afghan Government also request supply of one more Bristol fighter on same 
terms as the two already delivered. In my opinion, compliance would be useless and 
inadvisable until pilots and means of maintenance available and trend of Afghan 
air policy more definitely ascertained. At moment it is doubtful if Ameer has any 
clear idea at all in this connection. It seems possible that he intends to have second 
aerodrome here for use of the Russians only. I have heard that he is also negotiating 
for French pilots. 

Sher Ahmed to-day informed me that he had sanctioned the purchase by Afghan 
consul-general of two service machines at 32.000 rupees each, and two training 
100-h.p. machines at 17 000 rupees each, offered and guaranteed by Karachi firm. 

He said that he knew it was a gamble, but only one lakh was involved. I told 
him that the price seemed to me suspiciously low, and training machines under- 
engined for Kabul. I reminded him of the warning I had given him against 
M.C. Aviation Syndicate (vide Foreign Office letter dated 14th July), and urged him 
to telegraph at once to consul-general to consult Wing-Commander Johnston before 
concluding the purchase. He promised to do this Will Government of India please 
furnish the necessary facilities? 

My No. 169. 

Linthe has left Afghanistan, and German Charge d’Affaires is pressing for 
reply regarding von Platen, who is now only suitable man available here as observer. 


[N 7163/610/97/ No. 56 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received September 9.) 

(No. 175.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, September 8, 1924 

MY No. 166. 

Sher Ahmed stated to-day that the 3,000 rifles are intended for use by picked 
regular troops who are to form the Ameer’s bodyguard. He said that the Afghan 
Government were negotiating the purchase of 24,000 Lee-Enfield rifles from Italian 
Government, to whom they had been supplied by the British Government during the 
war. Nine thousand only were in good condition, but Italian Government would not 
sell these separately from the rest. He complained of the constant difficulties arising 
from lack of uniform armament throughout the Afghan army. 


j N 7236/610/97J No. 57. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 15.) 

Sir, India Office, September 13, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India on the subject of British arms, &c., for Afghanistan. 

I am, &e 

A. HIRTZEL. 


G 2 
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Enclosure in No. 57. 

Government of India to India■ Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, September 12, 1924. 

KATODON No. 174. 

Paragraph No. 1 : We can supply bombs asked for and recommend that request 
be complied with. 

Paragraph No. 2 : We agree with Maconachie, and think that Afghan Govern¬ 
ment should be told that we regret it is impossible, without too much inconvenience 
to our Air Force, to supply another Bristol fighter at present. 

Paragraph No. 3: Necessary facilities will be readily afforded. We had 
already warned Maconachie of likelihood of the Afghan Government purchasing in 
India out-of-date machines of questionable value. 

Paragraph No. 4 : We are in a position ( [sic] ? we are not in a position) to 
interpret the Treaty of Versailles, but we deprecate any such rigid adherence to its 
terms as would deprive of all value the planes we have sold to the Afghan 
Government. 

Katodon No. 175 : Munitions for Afghan Government 

We would ask for early orders on Katodon No. 166 and our 1359 S. 

(Repeated to Kabul.) 


[N 7288/4/97] No. 58. 

India office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 16.) 

Sir, India Office , September 15, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India on the subject of Afghanistan : Ivhost rebellion. 

I am, &c. 

A. HIRTZEL. 


Enclosure in No. 58. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Simla , September 13, 1924. 

ACCORDING to Tochi and Kurram, Zadran and Mangal rebels have fallen out 
over loot. Zadran Lashkar has dispersed and Mangal Maliks are negotiating with 
the Afghans. 


[N 7006/610/97] No. 59. 

Mr. MacDonald to Mr. Maconachie (Kabul). 

(No. 42.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 16, 1924. 

YOUR telegrams Nos. 160 and 166 and Government of India’s telegram of 
1st September. 

We agree to sale of rifles, Lewis guns and ammunition. As regards 10-pr. guns 
and ammunition, we concur in views of Government of India, who, however, are 
authorised to supply them also if Afghans strongly press for them and if they are 
available. 

No objection to supply of aeroplane bombs mentioned in your telegram No. 174 
and Government of India’s No. 1407 S. 


■•-ijuzat Jtt*. su-AZzt 


45 

[N 7359/610/97] No. 60. 

Memorandum on the Sale of Arms and Ammunition to Afghanistan. 

ON the 10th September, 1924, His Majesty’s Government authorised the sale out 
of Government surplus stocks of a consignment of arms and ammunition to the 
Government of His Majesty the Ameer of Afghanistan. 

2. The following is a summary of the reasons why it has not been found possible 
to apply to this case the Cabinet decision of the loth April, 1924, “ that the disposal of 
Government-owned arms and munitions of war to foreign States whether directly 
or through private contractors should not in future be sanctioned ” 

(A.) —Treaty Obligations. 

3. According to article 6 of the Treaty of Kabul of the 22nd November, 1921, 
which has been registered with the League, “the British Government agrees that 
whatever quantity of material is required for the strength and welfare of Afghanistan 

. . which Afghanistan may be able to buy from Great. Britain or the British 
Dominions or from other countries of the world, shall ordinarily he imported without 

let or hindrance bv Afghanistan.With regard to arms and munitions, tho 

British Government agrees that as long as it is assured that the intentions of the 
Government of Afghanistan are friendly and that there is no immediate danger to 
India from such importation in Afghanistan, permission shah be given without let or 
hindrance for such importation.” In Appendix 1 to the treaty His Majesty’s 
Government state that it is not desired to make trifling incidents an excuse lor the 
stoppage of the importation into Afghanistan of arms and ammunition. Appendix 2 
prescribes the formalities to be observed “ regarding tho purchase of arms and 
munitions which the Government of Afghanistan buys for the protection of its rights 
and welfare from the Governments of the world and imports to its own territory from 
the ports of Great Britain and British India in accordance with article 0 .... ” 

(B.)— Political Considerations. 

4. —(i.) In Afghanistan the standard of civilisation is several centuries behind 
that of the Western nations. Afghanistan is a mouutainous country inhabited by wild 
tribesmen, owing in many cases but a nominal allegiance to the Ameer and comparable 
in many respects with the clans of the Scottish Highlands before the Pacification. 
There has therefore always b'am a lively demand for arms by the Central Government 
in order to keep order and uphold the authority of the Ameer. 

(ii.) If the Ameer cannot get arms and munitions from llis Majesty’s Government 
he will most certainly apply to Russia or to any ol the other Powers. From the former 
he has already received an unknown number of rifies, including, it is believed, some 
British ‘303 models, and he is also in negotiation for aeroplanes; from other Powers 
the Afghan Government have already purchased and taken delivery this year of — 

(a.) From France — 

10,<100 Lebel rifles. 

1,000 machine guns. 

14,000,000 rounds S.A.A. 

Plus bayonets and slings, Ac. 

(b.) From Italy— 

1,000 - 303 S.M.L.E. rifles, American-made. 

1,000,000 rounds S.A.A. 

21 Colt machine guns. 

240,000 rounds therefor, plus equipment. 

(iii.) The supply of munitions forms part and parcel of the question of occasional 
subsidies in kind which it has been suggested should in future take the place of the 
cash subsidy paid to previous Ameers, before the war of 1919 and the Treaty of Kabul 
of 1921, in consideration of their good behaviour and in view of our control of the 
foreign policy of their country. This question of subsidies of one sort or another is 
likely to arise again in the negotiations for the new political treaty desired by the 
Ameer, who only awaits a favourable opportunity for denouncing the present treaty. 
Our control therefore of the supply of arms (see 5 (i) below) to Afghanistan will be a 
valuable card to play in those coming negotiations. 
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(iv.) In view of the present situation in Afghanistan, it was considered essential 
that we should make some gesture of support and friendship to the Ameer, who finds 
himself confronted with a serious rebellion which threatens his very throne. A 
pretender, Abdul Karim, an illegitimate son of the ex-Ameer Yakub Khan, having 
escaped from his place of surveillance in India, has placed himself at the head of the 
insurgents. Incidentally, it may be noted that the unpopularity of the Ameer with the 
rebels is due in large part to his alleged Anglophile policy and particularly to the steps 
he has taken to trace and arrest the criminals who have recently murdered British 
subjects on the Indian side of the frontier. Moreover, a further cogent reason for 
supporting the Ameer is furnished by the belief which is widely held in Central Asia 
that His Majesty’s Government are supporting the Afghan rebels. We have clear 
evidence that the Soviet Government are assiduously spreading such reports. For us 
therefore to have declined the request of the Ameer for arms and munitions would have 
immediately confirmed those suspicions and thrown him into the arms of Russia. 

(0 .)—General Considerations. 

5 .—'\.) We know that the Ameer wishes to standardise his armaments by buying 
them all, if possible, from the same Power. His Majesty’s Government by supplying 
him obtain the power, in some degree, to impose a limitation which would otherwise 
be impossible, short of definite international agreement, which could, if at all, only be 
obtained with great difficulty and after long delay. 

(ii.) In the present condition of the unratified Arms Traffic Convention, no 
objection to the supply of arms by llis Majesty’s Government to Afghanistan can be 
taken on account of that instrument. The protocol signed at the same time as the 
convention provided for its application in spirit pending ratification, but by agreement 
between the principal signatories the application of the protocol was subsequently 
limited to the prohibited areas defined in the convention, which areas do not include 
Afghanistan. The French and Italian Governments, co-signatories of the convention 
and protocol, have themselves sold to Afghanistan considerable amounts of munitions. 

(iii.) The Cabinet decision of the 15th April, 1924, was intended to discourage 
States from— 

(a.) Provoking unnecessary wars. 

(b.) Involving themselves in unproductive expenditure over armaments. 

Neither of these objections can be said to apply to the case of Afghanistan, whose 
circumstances are entirely different from those of the Baltic and Balkan States or 
even Persia. 

J. R. M. 

Foreign Office, October 3, 1924. 


[N 8160/747/97] No. (P. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received October 27.) 

(No. 124.) 

Sir, Kabul, October 2, 1924. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a summary of the course and tendency 
of events in Afghanistan during the three months ending with the 30th September, 
1924 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
to the Government of India 

I have, &c. 

R. R MACONACHIE. 


Enclosure in No 61. 

Summary of the Course and Tendency of Events in Afghanistan during the Three 
Months ending with the 30 th September, 1924. 


Afghan Internal Affairs. 

DURING the period under review, the Khost rebellion continued to absorb the 
attention of the Afghan Government. 


In my last summary a survey was attempted of its progress from its outbreak to 
the end of June. The exaggerations of official propaganda and popular rumour 
alike rendered it difficult to ascertain the accuracy of reports at the time of their 
receipt, but it is now possible to distinguish in retrospect the main landmarks in 
the course of the rebellion and to trace a logical connection between them. 

The first phase, it was suggested, closed with the Id dispersal of the rebels 
in the middle of May, and the second may be regarded to have opened with the 
attack on Matun on the 22nd of that month. On the 1st July, then, this phase was 
a little over a month old and the outlook still uncertain, although developments of 
some kind were obviously imminent The Ameer had lost much prestige by the 
failure of his troops to achieve any decisive success and by the inactivity of the 
garrisons in Matun, Ali Khel and the Chakmanni country. Sardar Mahomet Wali, 
however, had a considerable force at Gardez, between which place and Kabul 
communications were open There were ominous rumours that certain sections of 
the Ghilzais were joining the insurgents, but the latter as a whole were without a 
leader to give them cohesion, while their demands were still for the abolition of the 
Fundamental Code and of conscription. The weakness of the rebel cause, indeed, 
lay in these two factors.—first, the lack of a leader to unite the mutually suspicious 
tribes, and secondly, the possession of a rallying cry which, though popular enough, 
might be silenced by judicious concessions. 

Throughout this phase of the rebellion, the Ameer’s plan for dealing with it 
was based on an appreciation ol these two elements of weakness and a determination 
to take full advantage of them. 

Sardar Nadir Khan, in circumstances which have been separately reported, 
was hurried out of the country on the 10th July. It would probably be incorrect 
to regard his departure as evidence of any belief on the part of the Ameer that the 
rebellion was subsiding On the contrary, the refusal of the Mangals to treat with 
anyone except Sardar Nadir Khan must" finally have brought home to the Afghan 
Government the danger which would arise from his presence in the country during 
the meetings of the Great Assembly and the necessitv of ensuring that the rebels 
had no potential leader within reach. 

The convocation of the Great Assembly, the meetings of which were held from 
the 10th to the 30th July, was intended to'exploit the second weakness of the rebel 
cause by removing the most unpopular features of the Fundamental Code. This 
plan for avoiding a decision by force of arms might have proved successful but for 
an unfortunate accident which prevented it from reaching maturity and changed 
the whole character of the rebellion 

During the first half of July little definite news was received regarding 
operations in the field According to persistent rumour, however, disaffection was 
spreading gradually among the Ghilzais, of whom the Sulemau Khel, the Sultan 
Khel, the Isa Khel and Ahmedzai were reported to have become more or less involved 
in the rebellion. The outbreak of fighting in the Kattawaz area and the despatch 
of reinforcements in the direction of Ghazni advertised the failure of the 
Government to localise the outbreak in the Southern Province. On the approach of 
the Id-uz-Zuha (13th July), there was apparently a slight lull, on w’hich, how-ever, 
the Afghan War Ministry built no hopes. Their apprehensions were immediately 
justified by the collision which occurred on the day of the Id itself between the 
Sultan Khel Ghilzais and one of the Kitn Narnuna battalions The details of this 
operation have not been ascertained, but, whether through treachery or otherwise, 
the battalion engaged lost some 250 men and was withdrawn to Kabul. A second 
battalion of the same brigade, which apparently refused to serve bevond the three 
months for which it had originally been ordered on service, was recalled at the 
same time Their success in putting out of action two of the best regiments of the 
Afghan regular army appears to have raised the moral of the rebels as much as it 
lowered that of the city population. The Ameer, however, still clung to his plan 
of conciliating the insurgents by an ostentatious acceptance of the resolutions of 
the Great Assembly wffiich was to meet on the 16th July. 

At this juncture, Abdul Karim, a slave-born son of the ex-Ameer Yakub Khan, 
escaped from surveillance in India and arrived in Khost as a claimant to the throne. 
So far as one can judge, he is a man of more plausibility than force of character 
while his birth is naturally such as to discredit him in the eves of Pathnns The 
significance of his arrival, however, did not depend on his personality The name 
of Sher All had not been forgotten, and the appearance of his grandson introduced 
the element of dynastic rivalry which was alone needed to transform an insurrection 
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into a civil war. Abdul Karim has never been anything more than a figurehead, 
and was used as such by the mullahs, who really led the rebellion. But at the 
moment a figurehead was precisely what they needed The question for-the Ameer 
was no longer how far he would be obliged to modify his policy of reform, but whether 
he could retain his throne. He appears at first, however, to have under-estimated 
the importance of Abdul Karim’s arrival and to have retained his confidence in 
the ability of his regular troops to cope with the military situation. He was shortly 
to be disillusioned on both these points. 

At the end of July, a mixed body of Mangals, Zadrans and Ahmedzais cut the 
communications between Gardez and Kabul and advanced into the southern end of 
the Logar Valley. Abdul Hamid, Chief of the Staff, regarding whose military 
capacity some doubt was expressed in my last summary, was sent from Kabul to 
open the Altimur Pass He apparently pushed forward in advance of his main 
body with some guns and a small escort, marched his men to a standstill at Bedak. 
and put out piquets for the night. These at once went to sleep, and the whole partv 
was annihilated before dawn the next day (2nd August) by the rebel force, Abdul 
Hamid himself being killed and the guns lost Flushed with this success, the 
tribesmen pushed on to attack the main body and cut the Bar Nigahban regiment, 
or “Lifeguards,” to pieces at Patkhai The pool' physique and deficient moral of 
this regiment wore noticed in my despatch No. 90, dated the 20th July. Its 
alternative title is danfida, or “Life-sacrificing”; this, the “Bazaar” remarked, 
was the more appropriate of the two, since the regiment had shown a much greater 
capacity for losing their own lives than for guarding anybody else’s Meanwhile, 
the inhabitants of TTisarak, encouraged by the advance of the rebel forces, had seized 
the opportunity to murder their unpopular Governor, Mullah Ahdur Majid, and to 
attack the local Government troops. Desultory fighting followed, in which the rebel 
forces achieved some further success. 

The news of these reverses threw Kabul into a panic, which was increased by 
the hurried despatch of raw conscripts in motor-lorries to TTisarak and the arrival 
some days later of the remnant of the Sar Nigahban regiment, mostly suffering 
from axe wounds. Certain quarters of the city were prepared for defence, and 
the wildest rumours were prevalent. The disasters at Bedak and Patkhai, however, 
finally awoke the Ameer to a realisation that his position was really critical and 
that the time had come to put forth his whole strength Tt was the eleventh hour, 
to which, as suggested in my last summary, the Afghan habitually defers all 
strenuous action With the Ameer’s conversion to the view which his Ministers 
had been urging upon him for some time past, the third phase of the rebellion may 
be said to have begun. 

The Government’s whole plan of dealing with it was now changed. The 
Ameer’s previous record rendered it unlikely that he would fail, especially with his 
mother, the Ulya Hazrat, at his side, to show the courage and determination necessary 
to defend his throne, but the question was whether the Abdul Karim would allow 
him the time required for his new dispositions to take effect. These showed that he 
intended to run no further risks. Abdul Aziz, who had recently crushed the Alizai 
rebellion in Zamindawar, was appointed on the 3rd August to the War Office, vice 
S. Mahomet Wali. besieged. Ghulam Nabi Khan, son of Ghulam Haider, Abdur 
Rahman’s famous general, was sent on the 4th August to Cluirkh, where he had great 
personal influence. A week later, S. Shah Wali Khan, the brother of S. Nadir Khan, 
was ordered, with S. Abdul Kuddus, to the Logar front. Reinforcements were 
summoned from the Province of Turkestan, and a proclamation was issued calling 
upon all men who had served in the army since the time of Abdur Rahman to rejoin 
The pay offered on enlistment was at the unheard-of rate of 30 rupees a month, with 
correspondingly heavy penalties for failure to obey the summons. 

Even more significant was the decision to employ tribal auxiliaries. Emissaries 
were sent to raise the Ivhugianis, Mohmands, Shinwaris, Wazirs and Hazaras for a 
combined offensive on Khost from all quarters of the compass. The regular Afghan 
troops were henceforward used mainly to hold the approaches to Kabul until the 
tribes could launch their attack. Sardar Ali Ahmed Jan. the chief delegate at the 
Rawalpindi Conference, was appointed to the Eastern Province as Naib-ul-Hukuma, 
and, by a lavish expenditure of money, at once succeeded in collecting considerable 
levies from Kunar and the districts surrounding Jalalabad. On the 11th August 
war was officially declared against the Mangals. 

The energy shown by the Ameer and vigorous official propaganda to the effect 
that Ghulam Nabi had reopened the Altimur Pass partially reassured the bazaar, 


49 


which, however, relapsed into a panic on the sudden return of the Ameer and all the 
Ministries from Paghman on the 13th August. The annual Festival of Independence 
had been fixed for the following day, and the fact that the celebrations were 
abandoned at twenty-four hours’ notice increased the general alarm. The reason for 
this sudden decision is not yet certainly known. For some time past, there had been 
rumours that the Suleman Khel were preparing a picked body of 300 men to raid 
Paghman and capture the Ameer, and a minor raid had actually taken place near 
the Palace. It was generally conjectured, however, that the true reason was to be 
found in some threat to the Ghazni road and consequently to the communications 
between Paghman and Kabul Confirmation was received of this view on the 15th 
August, when it was learnt that a body of Suleman Khels, reported as being 4,000 
strong, were astride the Ghazni road and in occupation of Sheikhabad, 40 miles from 
Kabul. Fears were entertained that the populous Wardak district, in which Sher 
Ali’s name still carried weight, would join the rebels, and that communications with 
Ghazni would be permanently cut in consequence. 

On the 14th August a council of Mullahs was summoned to consider the 
declaration of a “ Holy War ” against the rebels; this, after considerable discussion, 
was eventually proclaimed. The legality of this step was apparently regarded as 
doubtful, and no religious enthusiasm for the war was noticeable in Kabul. It was 
amusing to find that, in spite of the fact that the Government was obviously making 
a supreme effort, the official press still attempted to maintain the pious fiction that 
the Ameer was “ too kind to fight.” Thus, the “ Aman-i-Afghan ” of the 16th 
August: “So far His Majesty has not yet definitely made up his mind to punish the 
rebels . . . .” It was not thought necessary to reconcile this statement with the 
announcement made about the same time that, after an engagement in which fifty 
prisoners were taken, these were shot “ according to military law.” 

No one with whom I have discussed the local situation, as it existed from the 
2nd to the 27th August, considers that during that period there was anything to 
prevent 5,000 well-armed tribesmen from sacking Kabul; in fact, my German 
colleague, whose nerve is beyond suspicion, put the required figure at 700. If Abdul 
Karim had pushed on immediately to Kabul after cutting up the Sar Nigahban 
regiment on the 4th August, he would have met with no serious resistance, since the 
city was denuded of troops, while the civilian moral was deplorable. Men were 
hurried out to the Logar as soon as they could be equipped, and the strength of the 
garrison consequently varied from day to day, but it is believed to have frequently 
been below 500. Or if, as the Sheikhabad raid appeared to show was the case, Abdul 
Karim had decided to cut the main communications between Kabul and the rest of 
the country as a preliminary to an attack on the city, he would have had every chance 
of success. The event proved, however, that he had no plans, but was merely 
indulging in isolated raids, which, though invariably successful, could not be decisive. 

The most daring of these was carried out on the 23rd August at Tang-i- 
Waghjan, 28 miles from Kabul on the Logar road. Two strong Government piquets 
were wiped out by the usual night attack, and the rebels occupied the road, thus 
cutting off S. Shah Wali’s force from Kabul, until the evening of the 26th, when, 
after considerable fighting, they were driven off. Before their retreat, they sacked 
a field hospital at Shikar Kila, killing some of the attendants and carryng off the 
scanty stock of medical stores and dressings. 

It was perhaps this incident which led to the recall of S. Abdul Kuddus. Gossip, 
however, says that, when asked by the Ameer what would really satisfy the rebels, 
he was tactless enough to reply “ a new King,” and that in consequence he was 
relieved of his duties on the spot and his title of Sadr Azam (“ Prime Minister ”) 
changed to Sag-i-Azam (“ Prime Dog 

The Suleman Khels from Sheikhabad, instead of moving on Kabul, turned 
southwards to Ghazni, where, after some desultory fighting, they were eventually 
repulsed by the local garrison, aided by Hazara auxiliaries. 

Meanwhile, on the 22nd August, as reported in my despatch No. 103, dated the 
29th August, two British aeroplanes reached Kabul and were purchased by the 
Ameer. On the 27th August, Herr Weisz flew one of these to Hisarak. His 
unexpected appearance there is credibly reported to have broken up a rebel 
concentration which was preparing for an attack on the Government forces, and it 
can scarcely be an accident that after this date the rebels made no further advance, 
while their moral gradually deteriorated. 

Abdul Karim, it is said, had hitherto been loud in his boasts of British support 
and had given out that he was expecting aeroplanes from India. The appearance 
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of these on the side of the Government naturally shook his credit with the tribes. 
He then changed his tune and declared that he would rule the country with a council 
of mullahs, after he had driven out all foreigners from Kabul. His intentions 
regarding this Legation were reported to be particularly definite. 

On the 30th August 1,200 tribesmen from Kunar district of the Eastern Province 
arrived at Kabul under their chief, Mir Zaman Khan. The story goes that, during 
the second Afghan war, a large body of these people, who had collected to oppose 
the British advance, were thrown into panic by seeing a shell burst, and fled with the 
cry, “ Let’s go. These guns fire twice.” In Kabuli slang, a Kunari is still known as 
a “ Let’s go.” Their appearance therefore inspired little confidence, especially as 
many boys and greybeards were included in their number. Great pains, however, 
were taken to excite their martial ardour before they left for the front. They were 
thanked and encouraged by the Ameer in person, and promised Paradise by the local 
mullahs if they fell in the “ Holy War.” 

Reports were received at this time that Mahomet Naim Khan had succeeded in 
raising a large force of Hazaras, and that these were on the march to relieve the 
pressure on Ghazni. 

On the 2nd September the rebels in the Logar sent messages to Shah Wali 
requesting a truce. The next day, Weisz, during a flight over the Hisarak and 
Wardak areas, dropped leaflets, calling on the rebels to surrender before severer 
measures were taken against them. It is significant that on the back of these leaflets 
were printed details of the organisation of the Great Assembly. The rebels’ request 
for a truce was recognised by the Government as actuated by a desire to gain time 
Time, however, was just what the Government also required, and no effort was there 
fore made by the latter to bring the discussions to a close. These lasted 
intermittently until the 16th September, when hostilities were resumed by an attack 
on the Kunari contingent under Mir Zaman Khan. This was finally repulsed by 
midday on the 17th September, with a loss to the rebels amounting, according to 
reliable information, to between 400 and 500 killed. The Kunaris, to everyone’s 
surprise, appear to have fought with great determination. It is probable, however, 
that by this time the Ahmedzais had ceased to take an active part in the operations. 
On the 26th August, Sardar Sher Ahmed had informed me that Ghaus-ud-din, the 
Ahmedzai chief, had joined the rebels with a party of his tribesmen who had recently 
received Government rifles. Doubts were soon raised, however, as to the reality of 
Ghaus-ud-din's defection, and on the 17th September Sardar Slier Ahmed admitted 
that it had been arranged by the Government, adding that Ghaus-ud-din himself had 
come into Kabul that day and was being received in audience by the Ameer. 

On the 14th September Weisz flew to Gardez with despatches for Sardar 
Mahomet Wali under peremptory orders to land there. He did so, damaging the 
aeroplane and putting it out of action, tie left Gardez the same night in disguise 
and, passing through the area of operations, reached Kabul on the 19th September. 
His opinion of the forces on each side was probably correct: " The Government troops 
are dreadful, just robbers, but the rebels are worse.” 

The insurrection is not yet crushed, but it seems at present that Abdul Karim’s 
last hope of reaching Kabul vanished with the detachment of the Ahmedzais from 
his cause and his request for the truce, which dragged on from the 2nd to the 
16th September. The Government made full use of this respite, not only, as has 
been seen, to sow dissension in the rebel councils, but also to mature the plan for a 
converging attack upon IChost by the surrounding tribes. Thousands of recruits 
from the Kohistan and Hazarajat poured into Kabul. By the third week of 
September news had been received of the advance of Shinwaris and Afridis from the 
Eastern Province and of Wazirs from the neighbourhood of the British frontier. 
The Altimur Pass is stated to have been recaptured on the 25th September, and 
simultaneously a considerable success seems to have been gained by the Afridi force 
from .Jalalabad. The arrival of tribal reinforcements at Pir Serai has enabled the 
Government forces so long inactive in the C’hakmanni district to advance southwards 
for the relief of Matun. At the moment of writing they are believed to have reached 
Maidan Khula, and the rebellion shows every sign of collapse in the near future. The 
decisive engagement may be expected to he fought shortly in the neighbourhood of 
Kattawaz. but, unless the Suleman Kliel have been driven to desperation and take 
the field in much greater strength than they have hitherto mustered, the result should 
not be doubtful. 

The causes and significance of this insurrection were discussed in my last 
summary, and no information has yet been received to refute the opinion that it 


51 


arose from purely internal causes, and was mainly due to the Ameer’s impetuous 
efforts to impose an alien civilisation on a backward and fanatical people. 

Nor could the insurrection have become the real menace it undoubtedly has been 
if the Afghan army had not been reduced far below the margin of safety and its 
interests neglected. The Afghan soldier is miserably housed, badly paid and treated 
as a menial servant, even by the clerks in the Government offices. ITis military 
training is utterly inadequate, while the state of the medical organisation in the field 
beggars description. The stories that have reached Kabul of the sufferings of the 
wounded in the Logar Valley are supported by the statements of the Italian doctors 
who attended the few that reached Kabul. It is no wonder that the Afghan army 
failed completely, even against such contemptible foes as it had to face in the Mangals 
and Zadrans. It was fortunate, indeed, that none of the Ghilzai tribes joined the 
rebels with its whole available strength. The Ahmedzais, Suleman Khel, Sultan 
Khel and Isa Khel were all involved at one time or another, but never, apparently, 
simultaneously, nor had any of these tribes more than a proportion of their fighting 
men in the field at any one time. 

The Ameer will have little cause to boast of the victory which now appears to 
be within his grasp li will have been gained by wholesale bribery and with the help 
of British aeroplanes over badly-armed tribesmen, who repeatedly defeated his 
regular troops and forced him to a public cancellation of his most cherished reforms. 

The events of the past few months must clearly have an important influence on 
the future trend of Afghan domestic policy, and if, as has been said, ” History is 
made by energetic men steadfastly following ideas, mostly wrong, that determine 
events,” both Ameer Amanullah Khan and Mullah Lang may expect to find their 
names writ large in the annals of their country. 

Some lessons which the rebellion should ha\e taught the Ameer are sufficiently 
obvious. He can, for instance, hardly fail to realise that the most urgent need of 
Afghanistan is, and for many years to come must be, an efficient and contented army. 

^ Army reform, indeed, it may be confidently predicted, will be one of the earliest 
results of the rebellion. It is difficult, however, to see how it is to be effective unless 
foreigners are engaged as instructors. If the Ameer comes to this conclusion, he 
seems more likely to apply to the French Government than to any other for assistance 
in this direction. Change in the High Command also seems probable. Sardar 
Mahomet Wali has conclusively demonstrated hit, lack of any military ability, and 
seems unlikely to remain as Commander-in-chief. To reappoint Sardar Nadir Khan 
would appear to be too obviously an admission of error, but, if the remaining Sultan 
Mahomet Khels are not regarded as dangerous, one of the three brothers—Mahomet 
Hashim, Shah Mahmud, or Shah Wali—may be expected to relieve S. Mahomet Wali 
in his present appointment. 

The rebellion has also made it plain that, for progress to be certain and 
continuous, it must come as a natural development in accordance with the wishes 
of the people as a whole and not as an artificial imposition by the ruler. It seems 
.doubtful, however, whether the Ameer fully realises this, and it may be suspected 
that army reform will be undertaken mainly with the object of once more putting 
the hands of the clock forward as fast as they are now being pushed back. The 
present surrender to the forces of reaction is indeed too ostentatious to be genuine. 
Striking evidence of its completeness was given by the martyrdom of the Ahmadi 
Maulvi, Niamatullah, who was publicly stoned to death in Sherpur on the 
31st August, in direct contravention of the formal guarantee which it is understood 
the Ameer had given this sect of immunity from persecution The bitterness with 
which, in conversation, the Ameer denounces clerical fanaticism shows how abhorrent 
to his private convictions religious intolerance, not to say persecution, must be. 
Niamatullah was sacrificed not to any bigotry on the Ameer’s part, but to political 
expediency, and his death was the Ameer’s reply to the charge of heresy brought 
by the rebel mullahs against himself. It was an act of treachery, for which no 
defence seems possible except the quibble that, subsequent to the guarantee to the 
Ahmadis, the law on the subject was changed by the resolutions of the Great 
Assembly. These resolutions indeed breathe the true reactionary spirit and testify 
to the moral victory which the rebellion has achieved in spite of its apparent failure. 
Liberty of conscience is formally abolished; the study of foreign languages is made 
subject to the dominant claims of religion; the attendance of girls at schools is 
denounced, while their marriage before puberty is declared legal. 

This return to the dark ages cannot last for long, but meanwhile indications 
of it are everywhere apparent. Torture for the extraction of evidence has been 
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reintroduced, and the practice of blowing criminals from guns within sight of the 
Legations seems likely to be a regular feature of Thursday evenings in Kabul for 
some time to come. Even the local cinema is threatened. Here the Kabuli is wont 
to study the more spectacular forms of violent crime and conjugal infidelity which he 
is taught to regard as typical of the West. Apparently the mullahs have raised 
some objections, for the manager, with the Afghan’s facility for making the best 
of “both worlds,” now rises at the end of each film and points out to his audience 
their good fortune in being Moslems and Afghans and thereby saved from the horrors 
they have just witnessed. Quite a devotional atmosphere is thus lent to the entertain¬ 
ment. 

The return at this juncture of Sardar Mahmud Tarzi, the champion of frenzied 
progress and sworn foe of the priestly class, is bound to encourage the Ameer in a 
determination to resume his old policy as soon as he is once more firm in the saddle. 

The insurrection has also disclosed the breach, which appears to be widening, 
between the Patlian tribes and the other races of Afghanistan, particularly the 
Persian-speaking population of the towns. An Indian motor-driver, who was 
captured by the rebels in the Logar, was spared simply because he was a Pathan, 
while the Persian-speaking Kabulis were butchered before his eyes. Succeeding 
members of the Mahomedzai dynasty seem to have spent more and more of their 
time in the towns and to have gradually lost touch with the Pathan tribes, which 
form the real backbone of the nation. The present Ameer has, indeed, made a great 
display of sympathy with these tribes, but it needs more than an occasional dance in 
Maksud dress to give a true understanding of Pathan sentiment, and even a reputed 
expert like Sardar Shah Vali shows in conversation a ludicrous ignorance of the 
main tribal divisions. 

The rebellion was a Pathan movement, but its final collapse would be no proof 
of the superior efficiency of the Persian-speaking classes. The regular Afghan troops 
have been a complete failure, and the insurgents were not defeated in the field until 
their fellow-Pathans had been induced to rally to the support of the Ameer by an 
appeal to the fanaticism which the Ameer himself denounces and which the rebels 
had first invoked. The Ameer would be well advised to devote more of his time in 
future to conciliating the prejudices of the Pathan tribes within his borders. j 

The rebellion must have proved a serious drain on the Ameer’s financial 
resources. There is singularly little information available regarding the Afghan 
budget, but it is obvious that the expenditure on the present campaign, especially 
as corruption appears to be almost universal in the commissioned ranks of the army, 
cannot have been met from revenue. It therefore seems probable that the Ameer is 
drawing heavily on the remnants of the hoard left by his grandfather and relying 
on the commercial development of his country, in the natural wealth of which he has 
an exaggerated belief, to make good his losses. If, however, as has been suggested is 
probable, he were to undertake a reorganisation or his army in the near future, his 
financial difficulties would become acute and be likely to affect not only his internal 
but also his foreign policy. 

His proposals for currency reform have been separately reported. They seem 
calculated to alarm the commercial community at the very time when it is essential 
for him to retain their support, and for this reason, if for no other, appear to be 
most ill-timed. 

Building operations at Dar-ul-Aman and the various irrigation projects noticed 
in previous despatches have been suspended owing to the internal situation. 

The reduction of the Kabul garrison in July led to an epidemic of violent crime 
in the neighbourhood of the city. Between the 22nd and 25th July three separate 
raids were attempted, by Mangals it is said, on the local magazines. On the 
27th July and the 7th August villages in the Kabul plain were attacked, and on the 
14th August Charikar, in the Kohistan district, was completely looted by a large 
gang. On the 18th August one of the Kabul forts was again attacked at night. 

The Eastern Province is quieter than usual, perhaps owing to the fact that most 
of the bad characters appear to have joined the tribal levies for service in Khost in 
return for receiving an amnesty for their past offences. 

Lawlessness is still reported to be rife in Kandahar. The city ana suburbs 
appear to be thoroughly disaffected, and have maintained their obstinate refusal to 
supply recruits. 

The Ameer is said to have informed the Great Assembly of his willingness to 
accept the Caliphate if offered to him by his people. This suggestion was apparently 
not received with any enthusiasm. 
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Earthquakes during the past three months have been few, but se\erer than usual. 
One which occurred on the 2nd August did considerable damage to buildings at 
Jalalabad. 


Afghan Foreign Relations. 

Great Britain. 

Although the absorption of the Afghan Government in their internal troubles 
has been such as to leave them little leisure to attend to British requirements, 
opportunities for recalling these to their notice have been afforded by their requests 
for British co-operation and assistance, and some progress may be claimed to have 
been made. 

It was satisfactory to find that no invitations to the Great Assembly had been 
issued to tribesmen domiciled on the British side of the border. Certain Mohmand 
chiefs, it is true, were summoned, but these live in an area which has never been 
officially admitted by the Afghan Government to be under British control and where 
the boundary has not been demarcated 

Sardar Sher Ahmed has been induced to issue fresh orders to the Governor of 
the Eastern Province for the arrest of Baud Shah. These, after being read out for 
my approval, were signed in im piesence, and, it may be hoped, will serve to forestall 
any plea that the amnesty noticed above extends to this criminal. 

The Afghan proposals for the internment of the Kohat gang have been received 
and referred for instructions to His Majesty’s Government. 

No information has been received to refute the conclusion that local Afghan 
officials have been unable to find the time or means for the prosecution of their 
traditional intrigues in Waziristan. 

The policy, however, of employing tribal auxiliaries in Khost has given an 
obvious opportunity to the Afghan Government to revive their influence on the 
British side of the Durand line. The tribesmen which may be so affected appear to 
be the Afridis, Wazirs and Mahsuds. Its objectionable character has been brought 
to the notice of both the officiating Foreign Minister and the Ameer, and, at the desire 
of the Government of India, a formal protest has been made against the action taken 
in the case of the Afridis. It would be incorrect to suppose that the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment have snatched at the excuse afforded by the difficulties of their position to revive 
in a new form the activities which they had been obliged to moderate. In answer 
to my enquiry why the Afghan Government did not employ the Hazaras against 
their hereditary enemies, the S idem an Khel, Sardar Sher Ahmed remarked that the 
objection to raising tribal levies was that it would cost “ a lakh to get them in but 
a crore to get them out.” If the Afghan Government had been seeking an oppor¬ 
tunity to call in British tribesmen, they would surely have decided to do so before 
the rebellion was five months old and the local situation had become really critical. 
This, however, was not the case.* But, whatever the motives of the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment may have been in adopting it, the fact remains that the policy in question is 
fraught with very objectionable possibilities. The difficulty of inducing the Afghan 
Government not to avail themselves of these possibilities is enhanced by the 
consideration that the conditions of which this policy was the outcome were largely 
due to the escape of Abdul Karim from surveillance in India. The opening thus 
afforded to Afghan officials for renewing their intrigues with the British tribes may, 
indeed, be regarded as one of the most unfortunate results of that escape. 

Mian Dad has at last been deported to Turkestan, and it appears that his 
accomplice, Gulab, is to follow him shortly. In view of the repeated denials by the 
Afghan Government of any knowledge of Gulab’s whereabouts, it would be indiscreet 
at the moment to question them too closely on the point. 

The importance of the colonist question was represented to the Ameer at an 
audience granted me on the 27th August. Fie renewed his promises previously made 
to His Majesty’s Minister, but pointed out his inability to fulfil them at the present 
juncture, If, as seems possible, his authority over Khost is re-established shortly 
and rebels begin to seek refuge on the British side of the line, conditions will 
obviously be favourable for the renewal of pressure in this connection. 

The essential dependence of Afghanistan on Tndia has been clearly illustrated 
during the period under review by the Ameer’s applications for aeroplanes, arms 
and motor lorries, and by requests for political co-operation by the North-West 
Frontier authorities. 


My telegram No. 151. dated August 11. 1924. 
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The effect produced by the arrival of the British aeroplanes has already been 
noticed. The decision to supply them, however, might be criticised as having 
facilitated the appearance of Russian aircraft in Kabul. The force of this objection 
is more apparent than real. The Ameer was determined to get aeroplanes from 
somewhere, and it is almost certain that he would sooner or later have obtained them 
from Russia. If the correctness of this opinion is challenged, there remains the fact 
that His Majesty’s Government had acquiesced in the establishment of an air service 
between Tashkent and Kabul and in the employment for this purpose of machines 
capable of being used in military operations.* 

The arrival in Kabul of aeroplanes from Russia was thus a development which 
was in any case inevitable and for which His Majesty's Government were fully 
prepared, while there were obvious advantages to be gained from being first in the 
field, especially at a moment when such assistance could not fail to be highly 
appreciated. It certainly seems unfortunate that their experience of the Bristol 
Fighters has encouraged the Afghan Government to purchase aircraft in India from 
a private firm. They have been repeatedly warned of the necessity for insistence 
on adequate tests before completing any such transaction, and it can only be hoped 
that they have taken this advice. 

Mahendra Pratap left Kabul on the 16th September and is accompanied on 
his journey to Moscow by the late secretary to the Russian Legation. The Ameer 
in a recent conversation claimed the fact of his departure as evidence of his own 
determination to fulfil his promises and to remove all possible causes of friction 
between the Afghan and the British Governments. From the same motives, he said, 
he had definitely refused the application of the well-known revolutionary, Obeidullah, 
to revisit Kabul. 

The general attitude of the Afghan Government during the period under review 
has been curiously complex. While the story that Abdul Karim was an emissary 
from the Government of India received no credence in official circles, the temptation 
to popularise the declaration of a holy war by representing him as such was too 
strong to be entirely resisted. On the other hand, there was an obvious danger that 
His Majesty’s Government might regard such ingratitude as a proof of genuine 
hostility and refuse the support of which the Ameer stood in such vital need. So. 
while the Afghan Government was really grateful for the public disavowal of Abdul 
Karim by the Government of India, they have been engaged m the diffusion of more 
or less secret propaganda to the opposite effect. The inconsistency resulting from 
this conflict of interests has been faithfully reflected in the local Press. 

The tone of British and Indian newspapers has, on the whole, been discreet 
and sympathetic. The Simla correspondent of the “ Times,” however, has deplored 
some imaginary results of “ official reticence ” in regard to Anglo-Afghan relations, 
and the “Daily Telegraph” illustrated the harm that may be done by unofficial 
inaccuracy. Its “Political Observer” stated, according to Reuter, that “the 
connection between Moscow propaganda and the outbreak of revolutionary activities 
in Afghanistan is clearly established.” In reply, the “ Tulu-i-Afghan ” asks its 
“contemporary” whether the Enfield cartridges manufactured in Birmingham and 
now being sold cheap in Thai and Kohat reached those places from the Bokharan 
frontier, whether Abdul Karim was living in Moscow and joined the rebels by 
crossing that frontier, and so on. The “ Tnlu ” continues: “We do not want to 
go into this question at length, for up to the present the British Government’s 
intentions do not appear to be hostile .... But, sirs, it would be better for the 
English journals to preserve silence and to avoid comments which make the blood 
of Afghans boil .... To increase the circulation of a paper by raising 
controversial questions is only to obtain a small temporary advantage at great cost.” 

The comment of an Indian editor was neater: “An earthquake has been 
reported from Afghanistan. We understand it was due to Bolshevik intrigues, 
but the Soviet news agencies declare that the British were directly responsible.” 

The arrival in India of some European members of the “ Durani Syndicate,” 
floated by Abdul Wahid to operate his mining concession at Kandahar, is likely to 
prove embarrassing. I have no information to support the statement which has 
been made that the Ameer would welcome their participation in the concern, while 
there is reason to suspect that Abdul Wahid suppressed the fact of his British 
naturalisation during his negotiations with the Afghan Government. When to 
these considerations is added the fact that anti-foreign feeling occasionally runs 
high in Kandahar, the prospects of the syndicate appear highly speculative. 

• Foreign Oilice telegram No. 2S, dnteil June 2**, 1924. 


For some time past efforts have been made to induce the Afghan Government 
to remove their post office from Peshawar, where its existence, even in the absence of 
a postal convention, is clearly contrary to the spirit of article 10 of the treaty. 
To this they have now agreed, and it is hoped that the change will shortly be carried 
out. It may be noticed that the draft Afghan rules permit of an official censorship 
of postal matter. 

Captain W. K. Fraser-Tytler, M.C., secretary to this Legation, left Kabul on 
the 28th September on long leave. 

France. 

M. Jouveau Dubrcuil, an archaeologist and a member of the French Educational 
Service in Pondicherry, arrived in June, with the intention of carrying out 
excavations in the Bagram Plain east of Charikar. The Afghan Go\eminent, 
after promising every facility for this work, actually gave him none, and he returned 
to India in August. 

According to the French Legation, M. and Mme Fouchet and M. Haekin had 
to abandon all active exploration of the Balkh remains in the early summer owing 
to a severe outbreak of malaria among their workmen and to retire to Shadian in 
the hills south of Mazar-i-Sharif. They have apparently made few discoveries of 
any interest up to date owing to the depths at which the earlier cities are buried. 

M. Girard, one of the Fremit professors, left with his wife for France on the 
17th September, having fulfilled his contract. He stated that he would renew it 
and return in six months' time. My German colleague has informed me that the 
French Educational Mission in Kabul is an offshoot of the “Alliance isra&ite,” 
but that its attempts, as also those of the Minister, to control the management of 
the Amanieh School have so far been resisted with success by the A fghan Government. 

Captain Bertrand, military attache, left for India on the 18th September and 
hopes to reach Tehran by Kandahar, Herat and Meshed in a “ Citroen ” caterpillar 
car. The journey seems a risky one, but it is perhaps unlikely that the Afghan 
Government will allow him to run into any real danger. He was warned by this 
Legation before starting of the disturbances reported from Kandahar to have occurred 
in the vicinity of Girishk. He crossed the Afghan frontier from Chaman on the 
28th September. 

Germany. 

A German school, under Dr. Iven, was opened in June and is stated now to 
contain about 180 boys. It is eventually expected to accommodate 600. Its 
institution is evidently intended to prevent any undue preponderance of French 
influence (vide Kabul despatch No. 25, dated the 15th August, 1923). 

The Germans appear to have maintained their position, and, in fact, to have 
improved it at the expense of their rivals, the Italians. 

Work on the telegraph line between Kabul and Kandahar and on the Ghazni 
irrigation project is understood to have ceased owing to the disturbed state of the 
country. 

The ex-officers of the German army mentioned in my last summary continue 
to attend at the War Ministry, where they are understood to be employed in the 
translation of military text-books. 

The local branch of the German and Oriental Trade House has, by official 
request, changed its name to the “ Dcutsch-Afghanische Compagnie ” in order to 
advertise the interest which the Afghan Government possess in the concern. 

Herr Ebner has been asked to act as broker for the purchase of silver required 
for the new currency which it is proposed to introduce. He talks of starting a motor 
service for the transport of perishable goods between Kandahar and Chaman, and 
of erecting saw-mills at Jalalabad for the development of the Kunar timber trade 

The transfer of Dr. and Mrs. Sherlitz to Kabul from Kandahar, where they 
were constantly insulted by the populace, was eventually sanctioned when 
Mrs. Sherlitz fell ill. Permission was accordingly given for them to travel by India. 
Mrs. Sherlitz died at Quetta and her husband has returned to Europe. 

Herr Linthe, who had been acting as attache to the German Legation, left for 
India on the 7th September. His successor is believed to be arriving shortly from 
Germany. 

The enterprise shown by Herr Weisz in flying the Bristol fighters and escaping 
from Gardez after his accident there has undoubtedly impressed the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment, who are understood to be paying him very highly. 
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Jealousy and personal animosities are rife in the German colony, which is 
divided into cliques based on differences of social status and political opinions. 

Turkey. 

The local unpopularity of Turkey, arising from the abolition of the Caliphate 
and the participation of Bedri Bey m the preparation of the Fundamental Code, 
was noticed in my last summary, and found expression, it is credibly reported, in the 
lesolutions of the Great Assembly. The Ameer’s recent surrender to the forces of 
reaction has naturally tended to widen the breach between the two Governments. It 
is in their opposition to the policy of Russia in Turkestan that they find themselves 
on common ground. This concord, however, does not go very deep, since each regards 
the work of liberation as the prelude to the establishment of its own hegemony in 
Central Asia. 

The site for a summer residence at Paghman given to Fakri Pasha by the Ameer 
has been resumed by the latter, on the plea that it is needed for the erection of 
barracks. 

Italy. 

The incompatibility of the Italian temperament with Afghan conditions has 
been noticed in previous despatches.* To this cause, aggravated by Fascist 
braggadocio and reliance on the “ automatic ” as a solvent of difficulties in dealing 
with an Oriental people, may be ascribed the Piparno tragedy of the 27th July. This 
incident has already formed the subject of detailed reports from this Legation, and 
in itself requires no further notice. Its immediate effect has been the virtual 
elimination of the Italian element as a factor in the development of this country. 
Eighteen Italians have left since it occurred, and others are likely to follow, 
disillusioned and wiser men, with decided opinions of their own, one may suppose, 
regarding Signor Mussolini’s exhortation to “ live dangerously ” and its value as a 
rule of conduct in the East. As illustrating, however, Afghan ideas of justice and 
the whole position of foreigners in Kabul, the incident has a w'ider significance, not 
likely to be overlooked by any Government wdiose nationals may in future be 
candidates for employment in Afghanistan. Signor Piparno, undaunted by two 
months in the local police station or the fact that the Italian Legation have been in 
mourning for him since the date of the tragedy, has made a claim against the Afghan 
Government for arrears of pay accruing during the period of his detention. 

Commander Galli, it is understood, will not join his appointment here. Signor 
Toni, however, does not propose to await the next Minister’s arrival, as he is under 
orders of transfer to Madrid as soon as the Piparno affair is settled. His personal 
relations with myself have happily survived the strain of this case, and are once more 
extremely cordial. 

Russia. 

M. Stark, the Russian Minister, was received in audience by the Ameer on the 
10th July and called at this Legation on the following day. He is understood to be 
suffering from angina pectoris. His staff consists of Colonel Rincke, military 
attache, M. Seigel, Publicity Oilieer, and Colonel Rix, who was here as military 
attach^ to the Legation under M. Raskolnikov. Colonel Rix appears now to have 
some diplomatic employment. M. Werner Walter, seci'etary, left for Russia on the 
17th September. The Minister’s speech at the presentation of his credentials 
requires no notice, except for the statement that he had been specially authorised to 
conclude a trade convention. 

So far as can be ascertained at present, his policy is aimed at securing political 
predominance by undisguised appeals to Afghan poverty. The partial payment of 
the arrears of the Russian subsidy and the offer to supply four aeroplanes free of 
charge to the Ameer appear to be manifestations of this policy. 

The recent mobilisation in Turkestan appears to have aroused little comment in 
Kabul, being generally regarded as due to internal causes. 

On the 17th July, under instructions from His Majesty’s Government, 1 
informed S. Slier Ahmed that an agreement would probably be reached at the Anglo- 
Soviet Conference according to which certain treaties defining the northern boundary 
of Afghanistan would be regarded as being no longer in force. S. Sher Ahmed said 
that the subject was an important one, which he would like to discuss with me on 

* See Tart III, No. -18, p. 105, and No. 5 (supra), p. 16. 
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a later occasion, and passed on to the matter then in hand—the supply of British 
aeroplanes. He has not yet reverted to the question of the northern boundary. The 
Afghan Government have displayed no interest in the conclusion of the Anglo-Soviet 
Treaty, nor is the reason for this apparent apathy to be found solely in their present 
preoccupations. The mutual vilification in which the British and Russian 
newspapers continue to indulge has confirmed the belief of the Afghan politician in 
the permanence of the antagonism between the two Governments, and tended to allay 
any apprehensions that the old bogey of a reconciliation between them was about to 
emerge as a reality. 

Persia. 

For some time past Persian subjects in Kabul have been unobtrusively leaving a 
ship which their Minister declared to be sinking, and there are now, it is believed, 
only two remaining outside the Legation itself. Itela-ul-Mulk left on the 
11th September for Tehran. A charming companion so long as the political skies 
were clear, he found the charged atmosphere of the past few weeks too much for his 
nervous system, and the sanction to his leave when it arrived was evidently a merciful 
release. The Ameer is stated to have openly expressed his conviction that 
Itela-ul-Mulk’s departure was due simply to physical cowardice. As dean of the 
Diplomatic Body, he showed dexterity in maintaining the dignity of his position 
while evading most of its responsibilities. He is succeeded in this capacity by the 
Turkish Minister. 

According to local information, the maintenance of friendly relations with 
Persia was recommended by the Great Assembly. 

Bokhara. 

According to my German colleague, a secret movement for the reinstatement of 
the ex-Ameer, supported by the Afghan Government, has been frustrated—for the 
time being, at any rate—by the outbreak of the Khost rebellion. 

R. R. MACONACH1E. 


|N 8640/4/97] No. 62. 

Sir F. Hum'phrys to Mr. Austen Chamberlain.—(Received Socember 19.) 

(No. 203.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul , A ocember 17, 1924. 

AMEER received me in audience yesterday and was extremely cordial. He said 
that he had passed through a difficult time, and hoped the British Government would 
not misinterpret his apparent rapprochement with Russia. He instanced the 
employment in Kabul of Russian military aviators, and said that he would have much 
preferred British, but understood that they were not available. He added that, but 
for the Khost rebellion, his relations with Russia would have become strained. (This 
may refer to the reported Afghan backing of the ex-Amir of Bokhara (vide last 
sentence of enclosure of Maconaehie’s despatch No. 124).) He told me that, with the 
exception of the Zadrans, who would shortly settle, all rebel tribes had tendered sub¬ 
mission and had given hostages for good behaviour. Rebellion, he said, was entirely 
due to the activities of the Afghan mullahs. His policy was to work in close 
co-operation with the British Government for the mutual benefit of Afghanistan and 
India. He promised that he would tolerate no anti-British intrigues in Afghanistan, 
and in return asked for British sympathy. I gave him some private advice, and told 
him that British goodwill depended, as always, on Afghanistan's being a good 
neighbour to India. 

My comments are as follows : — 

Ameer seemed confident that he had rebellion well in hand, but, in my opinion, 
he will be faced with a critical situation next spring unless in the meantime he takes 
care to ensure the contentment of his army and its ability to deal with considerable 
tribal risings. It seems likely that the Ameer will instruct the Foreign Minister to 
sound me regarding the notice to terminate present Anglo-Afghan treaty, on the 
ground that closer relations with Great Britain are desirable. For reasons given in 
my despatch No. 56 of 1923, any Afghan demands for alteration of the treaty in 
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points of major importance would presumably have to be refused. Generally 
speaking, from British point of view, desideratum seems to be improvement of the 
spirit in which the Afghans work the existing treaty rather than the modification of 
its terms. 

Should Foreign Minister, therefore, moot joint denunciation, I suggest that my 
attitude should be that His Majesty’s Government are content to allow the present 
treaty to remain in force, but are willing that I should discuss with the i oreign 
Minister any minor points of detail which, in Afghan view, require revision. It is 
quite possible, however, that this will not satisfy the Afghans, and that they might 
then either denounce the treaty themselves or try to induce His Majesty’s Government 
to do so by pleading inability to resist Russian pressure in regard to Eastern 
consulates. 


[N 8808/4/97] No. 63. 

India Office to Foreign Office. — {Received November 28.) 

Sir, India Office, November 27, 1924. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India on the subject of Sir F. Humphrys’s comments on Khost 
rebellion, &c. 

I am, &c. 

A. HIRTZEL. 


Enclosure in No. 63. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Viceroy’s Camp, Talala, November 27, 1924. 

KABUL telegram No. 203. 

We agree with Humphrys’s comments, which run closely on lines of recent 
discussions with him in Delhi. 

(Repeated to Kabul.) 


[N 9025/21/97] No. 64. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Mr. Austen Chamberlain.—(Received December 8.) 

(No. 138.) 

Sir, Kabul, November 10, 1924. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the diary of the military 
attach^ to this Legation for the week ending the 7th November, 1924. 

I have no comments to offer. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and the 
Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 64. 

Copy of Military Attache, British Legation, Kabul's, Diary No. 42, for the Week 

ending November 7, 1924. 

L Khost and Simt-i-Janubi Disturbances. 

THERE has been some increase in military activity {vide paragraph 2) in Kabul 
during the past week, and this, coupled with the stories now current in the bazaar 
of recent Government set-backs in Khost and Zurmat, would appear to indicate that 
the operations against the rebels are not being quite so successful as they are made 
out to be in the press. 
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Reliable information regarding events in the rebel zone has not been obtainable, 
but it is said that some isolated detachments of Government troops have been cut 
up in Khost and that the Kunari levies, under Mir Zaman Khan, have recently been 
very seriously handled by Suleiman lvhel in the Zurmat district. 

It is reliably reported that the Russian pilots were asked to carry out a bombing 
flight on the 2nd November, but refused owing to their contracts not having been 
signed. 

Naib Salar Shah Vali Khan left Kabul for Gardez on the 5th November— 
apparently at rather short notice. 

Serdar Sher Ahmed Khan, in conversation with His Majesty’s Chargd 
d’Affaires, on the 4th November, seemed somewhat uneasy, and frankly admitted 
that the rebellion had not yet been stamped out. 

The Foreign Minister, in the course of an interview with His Majesty’s 
Charge d’Affaires on the 4th November, again referred to the suggestion that the 
British Government should disarm the Suleiman Khel when they returned to 
Afghanistan next year (vide paragraph 1 of Diary No. 40 of 1924). Joint action 
by the British and Afghan Governments to disarm the frontier tribes was, he 
considered, the only effective solution of the ever-recurring difficulties of both 
Governments, and the return migration of the Suleiman Khel and Kharotis afforded 
a good opportunity for the British Government to take the first step. 

The question, being one of importance, was left for discussion with His 
Majesty’s Minister on the latter’s return, but His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires 
pointed out that hitherto the British Government had only agreed to disarm isolated 
parties of rebels who crossed the border, and asked whether his Excellency had 
considered the possible results of disarming entire nomadic tribes— e.g., wou'd the 
Suleiman Khel return to Afghanistan at all without their arms? His Excellency 
replied that he thought they would, though probably by other routes than usual, such 
a as the Khyber. 

The Foreign Minister also asked His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires if he had any 
confirmation of the following reports received by the Afghan Government:— 

(a.) That a deputation of 200 Mangals had, “ a few days previously,” visited 
the Chief Commissioner North-West Frontier Province, to solicit 
British assistance. 

( b .) That the North-West Frontier Province authorities were trying to obtain 
an asylum for Abdul Karim in Mohmand or Bajaur country. {Note .— 
Serdar Sher Ahmed Khan informed His Majesty’s Chargd d’Affaires the 
same day (the 4th November) that the Afghan "Government had received 
no such report, but that they thought it possible that Abdul Karim might 
himself try to take refuge in Mohmand or Bajaur territory. Fie 
insinuated that the Foreign Minister might have invented the report in 
order to ascertain His Majesty’s Charg'd d’Affaires’ attitude.) 

Naib Salar Naim Khan returned to Kabul from Hazara country on the 
4th November {vide paragraph 1 (i) of Diary No. 32 of 1924, and paragraph 1 (i) of 
Diary No. 33 of 1924). 

Government levies in Khost are rumoured to be melting away to their homes. 
The Ameer is reported to have told Ali Ahmed Jan to take all precautions to prevent 
this happening—otherwise, “ the rebels will gain heart and reassemble.” 

Twenty wounded are stated to have arrived from the Logar direction on the 
2nd November and to have been accommodated at Bagrami. These men are believed 
to have been wounded in fighting in the Zurmat district. 

2. Movements, &c., of Troops. 

(i.) Small convoys of ammunition and stores have been observed moving south 
along the Logar road during the past week and a “ Sentinel ” steam wagon, carrying 
forty infantrymen, was seen on the morning of the 3rd Novembei, also going south. 

(ii.) A large number of tongas were commandeered on the 3rd and 4th November 
It is said that they were utilised to convey troops who had been brought into Kabul 
for the “ Jashan ” back to their units at the front in spite of a promise reported to 
have been given by the Ameer that they would be disbanded on the conclusion of the 
“ Jashan.” The departure of these troops was not observed and they probably left 
the city after nightfall. 

(iii.) There is reason to believe that an Hazara infantry unit (300 strong), and 
one of the Herat or Badakshan infantry units (500 strong), moved down the Logar 
(12974] I 2 





60 


road on the nights of the 4th/5th and the 6th/7th November, respectively. These 
units were seen parading near the Arq, complete with pack transport, on the 
mornings of the 4th and 6th November respectively—probably for inspection by the 
Ameer, the usual preliminary to a unit’s departure for the front. 

(iv.) About 100 tongas were loaded with ammunition and warm clothing at 
Kileh-i-Luleh on the afternoon of the 7th November. They then concentrated near 
the War Office, and will, it is said, leave for Ghazni on the 8th November 
(subsequently confirmed). 

(v.) From two to three thousand troops have been observed on parade daily at 
Sherpur during the week The Herat and Badakshan detachments provide the 
majority of the troops on parade, whilst most of the Hazara units have been 
employed on demolition work. 

3. Appointments, 

Civil. —(i) Serdar Sher Ahmed Khan is now being employed on duties at the 
War Office—probably as chief assistant to Abdul Aziz Khan, the officiating War 
Minister. 

(ii.) The Minister of Education (Faiz Muhammad Khan) is reliably reported 
to be on bad terms with the Ameer, and his supersession in the near future is 
predicted. 

4. Internal Conditions, &c. 

The completion of the Band-i-Ghazi dam in the Khurd-Kabul pass is to be 
celebrated by a miniature “ Jashan ” in the near future. Tents have been erected in 
the vicinity of the dam and decorations, in the shape of bunting and a triumphal 
arch, are now being put up. 

5. Foreigners in A fghanistan. 

Italians. —As far as is known there have been no fresh developments in the 
Piparno case. 

French .—M. Furon is leaving for France via India in the immediate future, and 
will not be returning to Afghanistan. There now remain only three French 
professors on the staff of the Amaniyeh school, and of these, M. Girard recently 
proceeded to France on six months’ leave ( vide paragraph 4 of Diary No. 35 of 1924), 
and M. Tenebre has announced his intention of giving up his post on M. Girard’s 
return. 

The Afghans intend, it is said, to replace the French professors by Afghan 
students who are now being educated in France, paying them at the rate of 
100 rupees (Kabuli) a month. 

Germans. —(i.) Reference paragraph 5 of last week’s diary. Herr Ebner left 
for India on the 2nd November. 

(ii.) Reference paragraph G of last week's diary. Herr Oertle left for T ndia, 
with his wife, on the 4th or 5th November 

(iii.) The German Charge d’Affaires has announced his intention of applying 
for permission to proceed to Bombay in the near future to get married. His fiancee, 
who. he states, was educated in England, is now on her way out from Germany. 

Russians .—A reception was held at the Soviet Legation on the 7th November 
to celebrate the “seventh anniversary of the revolution of October” Members of 
this Legation did not attend, but merely sent cards to the Soviet Minister in 
acknowledgment of the invitation. 

6. A fghan A ir Service. 

(i.) The following flights, all in the vicinity of Kabul, have been carried out 
during the past week by the Russian service machines :— 

Dtir.Uion of Flight. 

(a) November 4 : one machine ... 10 minutes. 

(b.) November 5 : one machine ... 30 minutes, 

(c.) November 6 : two machines ... 40 and 10-15 minutes respectively 

In the case of (a), the engine gave out and the machine crashed in landing on 
the aerodrome. It is reliably reported that the occupants of the machine were 
unhurt, but that the machine suffered severe damage to the under-carriage. 
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In the case of (c), the engine of one of the two machines appeared to the 
uninitiated to be running badly. 

(ii.) Reference paragraph 6 (i) of last week’s diary. It transpires from a 
reliable source that the Junker machine could not take part in the demonstration 
at Paghman on the 26th October owing to engine trouble, and that it is still not in 
flying trim. There are, therefore, now only two of the five Russian machines 
in action. 

(iii.) The Russian pilots, as already stated in paragraph 1, refused to undertake 
a bombing flight on the 2nd November owing to the terms of their contracts not 
having been settled The pilots, it is said, demanded £50 pay per month, while 
the Afghan Government would only go up to £35. 

A report which requires confirmation has now (the 7th November) been received 
that the contracts have been signed. Under these, it is said, a number of Afghan 
pupils are to be given to the pilots to train, and when the pupils have been trained 
the pilots’ services are to be dispensed with. 

Should there be any truth in this report the already rapid rate of diminution 
of the Afghan air fleet seems likely to be further accelerated 

(iv.) It is reliably reported that Herr Weisz is proceeding to Germany on 
leave in December, from which he is unlikely to return, and that it is improbable 
that he will carry out any more flights before his departure. 

He is tiled of his present conditions and is stated to be badly treated by the 
Russian personnel. He is now generally regarded ns a British agent by the Afghans, 
who say that, were he not one, he would never have been able to fly British machines 
as well as he does His one and only visit to this Legation on the 21st September 
after his return from Gardez is also quoted against him (This visit was made 
at the instance of the German Charge a’Affaires merely in acknowledgment of the 
enquiries after his welfare made by members of the Legation after his accident 
at Gardez) 

There can be little doubt that Herr Weisz’s unpopularity with the Afghans 
dates from the arrival of the Russian personnel. 

(v.) The single-control British machine is still out of action. An informant 
states that Herr Brustmann is unable to get the engine to give the requisite number 
of revolutions. 

(vi.) Reference paragraph 6 (i) of Diary No. 40 of 1924. Flerr Kruger states 
that he is unlikely to have the proposed pack and aeroplane wireless sets ready 
before the end of the year The aeroplane set is, he says, to be installed in the single¬ 
control Bristol machine. 

(vii.) It is constantly reported that the Afghan Government is running very 
short of aviation spirit 

(viii.) From 800 to 2,000 Hazaras and up to 500 impressed labourers have been 
employed daily during the past week on demolition work at Sherpur. 

Almost all the bastions on the southern face of the cantonment have now been 
demolished. There is still no sign of hangars being built—though it is already 
freezing every night. 

(ix.) An unconfirmed report has been received that the purchase price of the 
Russian machines has not yet been fixed and that the Russians are offering to sell 
them at “half the rate paid to the British Government for the Bristol machines ” 

7 A fghan Internal Policy. 

The Foreign Minister, in the course of an interview with His Majesty’s Charge 
d’Affaires on the 4th November, deplored the recent set-backs to the Ameer’s plans 
of advancement and referred especially to the closing down of the girls’ schools. 

He expressed the opinion that the reaction had been due to the “milk of 
ignorance” which the Afghans imbibe from their mothers, and that progress is 
impossible until the women of the country are educated. Tie was bitter against 
the mullahs, and said that those whose duty it was to interpret religion were, “ as in 
most other countries,” generally the most ignorant of all. 

8. A fghan Foreign Policy. 

The German Charge d’Affaires again recently expressed his apprehensions 
regarding the apparent Afghan rapprochement with the Russians. Herr Weisz 
was, he says, recently asked his advice regarding a proposal to procure 6 single-seater 
fighting machines for the Afghan Air Force. 
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When he asked the object in view he was told that they might be required for 
operations, e.g., against Great Britain. 

Herr Weisz is stated to have replied that in that case the Afghan air fleet 
would cease to exist within a few hours after the commencement of operations, as 
it would be overwhelmed by the British machines. 

Germany, Dr. Grobba said, had no interests in Afghanistan beyond those of 
trade, and he could not, therefore, regard with equanimity anything which might 
tend to disturb peaceful conditions in the country. Great Britain, he knew, had 
no aggressive intentions against Afghanistan, but such was not the case with Russia. 

Stories of the Ameer’s intention to make an attack on India continued to reach 
him, and he had also heard it said that the Afghan Government intend to demand 
an indemnity from Great Britain for the damage sustained by the country through 
Abdul Karim’s adventure The latter story has also been received by this Legation 
from other sources. 

Everything points to these stories being the outcome of official propaganda 
with the objects of disguising the fact that the disbandment of newly-raised units 
cannot be carried out owing to the continuance of the rebellion and, above all, of 
producing a suitable atmosphere for the negotiation of a new treaty in the near 
future. 

It is significant that the Foreign Minister told His Majesty’s Chargd d’Affaires 
on the 4th November that he had matters of the very highest importance to discuss 
with His Majesty’s Minister on the latter’s return—“ Matters which he trusted 
would entirely alter the relations now existing between the two countries.” 

He also said that His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires would be well-advised, when 
he went on leave, to point out to the London Foreign Office the necessity of Great 
Britain forming closer relations with Afghanistan. 

9. Press. 

(i.) The “Haqiqat,” No. 34, dated the 1st November, 1924, contains the 
following items of interest:— 

(a.) Text of a letter to the Ameer signed by a number of Simt-i-Janubi mullahs, 
acknowledging their submission and stating that they are doing 
everything in their power to assist the authorities in quelling the 
rebellion, and that other mullahs who have not yet made their submission 
will shortly do so. The text of a letva said to have been issued by 
the signatories to the above letter against Abdul Karim is also published. 
Mullah Abdullah (Mullah “Lang”), as might be expected, is not 
amongst the signatories to either document. 

(6.) A communique from Khost, dated the 22nd October, in which it is stated 
that the rebels were concentrated in the “difficult” Zadran country. 
Statements of interest in this communique are— 

(1.) That the rebels were surrounded on all sides by Government 
troops, who were, however, awaiting a suitable opportunity for a general 
advance. 

(2.) That, meanwhile, attacks were being successfully made on 
isolated concentrations of rebels. 

(3.) That one such concentration in the neighbourhood of Bak 
(D.S. 38 G., D. 2) had recently been dispersed with heavy losses to the 
rebels, and that Babrak Khan, “ who did very good work for Nadir Khan 
in the last Holy War,” was unforfunatelv killed in this action. 

(c.) The whereabouts of various Government leaders in field are given as 
follows:— 

Ali Ahmed dan (W.W. 200): In daji and Chakmani country. 

L. M. Muhammad Sadiq Khan (WW. 827): At Zambar 
(D.S. 38 G„ D. 2). 

G. M. Fazl Ahmed Khan: At Maidan Khula—“having reached 
that place from Gardez via Zurmat.” 

G. M. Muhammad Gul Khan : In Khost. 

Muhammad Vali Khan (W.W. 1029); F. M Abdul Wakil Khan 
(W.W. 148); Abdul Ahad Khan Wardaki; Muhammad Sami 
Khan (W.W. 844?) : At Urgun— ‘ with adequate forces ” 

L, M. Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W 1009) : In Zurmat. 


Ghulam Nabi Khan (W.W 7 . 420): At Gardez. 

G. M. Sultan Ali Khan (W.W 7 . 1007) : In Hisarak (D.S. 38 F„ D. 3). 

N. S. Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W 7 984?) : In Logar. 

(ii) The “Haqiqat,” No. 35, dated the 3rd November, 1924, contains the 
following:— 

(a.) A diatribe against Abdul Karim and Mullah “Lang,” who are described 
as “pupils of Satan.” They are stated to be with a party of 
“ desperate ” rebels in Zadran country. 

Abdul Karim is asserted to be anxious to escape from Afghanistan, 
but that the Zadrans, knowing that “ their one hope of securing pardon 
lay in handing him over alive to the Ameer,” refused to allow him to 
leave. His companions, unable to get any money out of him, are, it is 
said, openly abusing him, and his Zadran father-in-law has recently 
taken awav his daughter from him. Abdul Karim is also stated to be 
seriously ill. 

(b.) An article thanking the Nuristani elements in the army for their services 
during the rebellion. F. M. Abdul Wakil Khan, in particular, is accorded 
very high praise. 

10. Arrivals. 

Major LI. H. Thorburn, C.I.E., I.M.S., arrived in Kabul on the 6th November 
from Peshawar for special duty with this Legation during the illness of 
Major G. M. Millar, O.B.E., I.M S 

•' A. N. I. LILLY, Major, 

Military A ttache , Kabul. 







